Many hearts, one song; many hands, one church

February 10, 2019
11 a.m.

Children of all ages are welcome in worship.
Nursery care is provided for ages 0 to 3 in the Education wing, if desired.
See an usher for directions.
Large-print bulletins and hearing devices are available from the ushers.

Plymouth Congregational Church

Theme: Live in the hope of renewal and transformation.
vPlease rise in body, mind or spirit, as you are able, when you see this mark.
Please silence your cell phone before worship begins.
Prelude
FANTASIA ON THE HYMNTUNE “EBENEZER”
Richard Purvis
		(1949)
THREE VERSETS ON THE GREGORIAN CHANT
“VENI CREATOR”
vProcessional Hymn Come, thou fount of every blessing	
(see facing page)
vCall to Worship		

Daniel Roth
(1966)
“Nettleton”
Seth Patterson

Leader: O God, may we recognize you in this moment.
Congregation: May we find a way to follow you with integrity.
Leader: Where we need greater faith in you,
Congregation: Come with your Spirit to renew the fabric of our souls.
Leader: Where we need greater trust in you,
Congregation: Come with your Spirit and restore our confidence.
Leader: Where we need boldness to move us to action,
Congregation: Come with your Spirit to open our hearts with love.
vIntroit			
Dakota melody
Many and great, O God, are your works,
		
Maker of earth and sky;
Your hands have set the heavens with stars,
Your fingers spread the mountains and plains.
	Lo, at your word the waters were formed;
		
Deep seas obey your voice.
—Dakota hymn based on Psalm 104:24–25
vUnison Prayer		
Great God, whose mysterious ways are beyond the reach of our imagination, and
whose response to us is more generous than we deserve, deliver us from the limitations
we impose on our humanity. Call us from our hiding places to find refuge and strength
in you, and send us into the world as peace makers and justice builders. Embolden us
with courage to do what is acceptable in Your sight. Empower us with hope as we seek to
embody Your purposes for us.

vThe Lord’s Prayer
Tender loving God, hallowed be your name. Your Kingdom come, your will be done,
on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our debts, as we forgive
our debtors. Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the
power and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen.
Welcome and Announcements		
Fellowship Concern

Adella Jonson & Henry Cloutier, Bottoms for Bethune

Anthem
FOREVER TOWARD YOU
David Evan Thomas
		(2013)
Through deed alone we grasp you, with hands our only light.
The mind is but a guest and yearns for release from the world.
The mind is but a garment.
We know its dimensions, for we have joined the seams ourselves.
But you come and give yourself to the one who flees you.
Let me not fix you in space. Speak to me from all around.
For your faithful pupil practices, practices, without hearing the sound.
I go forever toward you; all my heart in every pace.
For who am I, and who are you that we should not see face to face?
		
—Rainer Maria Rilke, from The Book of Monastic Life, 1899
			 Translation from the German by David Evan Thomas
Reading

Romans 12:1–13

vHymn

o god of love, o god of peace	
(see facing page)

“Hesperus”

vVersicles
Minister:	Let us prepare our hearts for prayer.

Minister: God be with you.
Congregation: And with your spirit.
Minister:	Let us pray.
Pastoral Prayer		

Beth A. Faeth

Offertory
GUIDE MY SOUL
Peter Schickele
		
(1988)
This anthem was composed by Peter Schickele for Philip Brunelle’s 20th anniversary at
Plymouth Church. The composer turned to Appalachia for inspiration, wishing to achieve a
southern mountain character.
Guide my soul, O great Jehovah;		 Take my hand, O great Jehovah;
	Lead me to thy side;			Lead me through the mire;
Break the chains that bind my spirit;		 Guide my strength to thy endeavor;
Cleanse my soul of pride.
Forge me in thy fire.
			
—Peter Schickele, 1988
Prayer of Dedication
vDoxology #464		
Praise to God, immortal praise, for the love that crowns our days!
Bounteous source of every joy, let thy praise our tongues employ;
Singing thus through all our days: Praise to God, immortal praise! Amen.
Scripture Reading

1 Samuel 7:10, 12

Sermon
remembering well
Jim Bear Jacobs
		
Guest preacher,
		
Stockbridge-Munsee Mohican Nation;
parish pastor of Church of All Nations, Columbia Heights
vRecessional Hymn

GOD OF GRACE AND GOD OF GLORY
(see facing page)

“Cwm Rhondda”

vBenediction and Choral Amen
Postlude

CHORALE PRELUDE ON “ALLEIN GOTT IN DER HÖH”
(“All glory be to God on high”)

Johann Walther
(1684–1748)

Chancel flowers are given in loving memory of Felton and Helen Colwell and Paul and Dorothy
Louden by their children.
Cover Image: The Stone of Ebenezer
Parents and Families of Our Children: Thank you for bringing your children to church. If you
need a place to go with a restless or hungry child, the Parsons Room (next to the library) is available.

CHURCH REGISTER as of February 6, 2019
Recently Deceased
Mary Ellingen (2/5/2019); memorial service details to be announced.
Evelyn Thomson (2/3/2019), mother of Jean Thomson, Martha (Stuart) Mason, Dick Thomson
and Dean Thomson; grandmother of Elinor Mason and Sarah Mason. Her memorial service will
take place later; details will be announced.
Home and Hospital Visits: Plymouth’s ministers call upon members of the church in their
homes, in hospitals or care and rehabilitation centers. If you know of someone who would like a
visit from a minister, please contact Beth Faeth (bethf@plymouth.org or 612/977-1286).

The Plymouth Covenant
We covenant with you, O God, and one with another, and do bind ourselves in
your presence to walk together in all your ways, according as you are pleased to
reveal yourself to us in your blessed word of truth.
—based on the Salem Covenant of 1629
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