September through June; the artists typically attend a reception and talk
with members of the congregation about their work. Every other year, there
is a members’ art show in the gallery. The Howard Conn Theater houses
Plymouth’s Summer Theater Playshop for youth and children and also is
rented to other community troupes for performances.
The church’s permanent art collection includes works by professional
artists—painters, sculptors, printmakers and mixed-media artists—which
are displayed throughout the building and in the courtyard. The church
Accessions Committee uses the following guidelines in acquiring a piece.
Like Hazel Belvo’s Spirit Tree (at left), an artwork should:
•
stimulate and enhance the spiritual, emotional and
physical environment in the church;
•
offer variety in style and media, which produces a
representative cross-section of the visual arts; and
•
reflect the cultural diversity of our congregation and
the community around it.
The Education Wing is a two-story addition to the south
side of the church, completed in 2007. Our Sunday Church
School and Wednesday Choir School classes meet in these rooms, and the
Nursery also is located in this wing. The handbell choirs—children, youth
and adult—have a room dedicated to their instruments and practice. The
Fireside Room is a light-filled space for meetings, classes and informal
gatherings. At times, the Education Wing has housed schools or day-care
programs.

Lower floor plan

The lower level includes meeting rooms and the Lenmark Room. Home to
Katy’s Café, this dining room is named for Catherine “Katy” Lenmark who
served Plymouth in many roles, including as its first woman chair of the
Trustees. During the program year, Katy’s Café serves Wednesday dinners
and Sunday lunches. The Jackman Room is named for WWI veteran
Jerome Jackman, who remembered Plymouth generously in his will.
Sunday Forums, Spiritual Exploration classes, Film Club and other groups
meet there. The Baltins Room is named for Nancy Baltins, a leader in social
justice and spiritual exploration at Plymouth until her untimely death in
1996. One Groveland is a spacious room for yoga, dance or meetings.
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We are a Progressive Christian faith community.
We respect diverse understandings of God.
Sunday Worship
		
September through May
9 a.m., First Service in the Chapel, led by
jazz pianist music directors George Maurer and
Laura Caviani
10 a.m. Education and fellowship for all
11 a.m. Sanctuary service, with the Plymouth
Choir and organist-choirmaster Philip Brunelle
offering traditional music
Like us on Facebook (facebook.com/PlymouthCongregationalChurch)
Follow us on Twitter (@PCCmpls)
Tag us on Instagram #plymouthchurchminneapolis

Building Guide
and
Self-guided Tour
Welcome to the home of our spiritual, loving,
relevant and transforming faith community!
Plymouth Congregational Church was founded
in 1857. This is the fourth building to house the
church; it was dedicated in 1909.

The Sanctuary was designed in the English Rural Gothic style by a
Boston firm. There is no cross at the front of the church; the sanctuary
itself is a cross, with the transepts forming the arms, a form characteristic
of Gothic architecture. The chancel, in accord with our Congregational
traditions, emphasizes the centrality of the word of God; the central pulpit
is historically correct. We have a communion table rather than an altar. The
table is on the floor of the sanctuary, on the same level as the people. The
Sanctuary is a place for worship, weddings, memorial services, readings and
concerts.

Main floor plan

Second floor plan

The 89-rank Holtkamp organ resides behind the screen and pulpit chairs.
Holtkamp is one of the premier organ builders in America. If the organ
were to be built today, the cost would be about four times the original
price—close to $2 million. The organ pipes you see about the chancel are
not the actual pipes. The real ones are behind the façade, ranging in size
from the size we see to the size of one’s little finger.
Stained-glass windows in the Sanctuary generally portray the Old
Testament in upper panels and the New Testament in lower panels. The
1908 Chancel Window illustrates Worship. The Nativity scene, with the
baby Jesus as its focal point, is illuminated on Christmas Eve. On the
left are the wise men and on the right are the shepherds. The middle tier
portrays Old Testament figures; from left, Elijah, Daniel, David, Isaiah and
Samuel. The upper tier depicts angels.
In the center of the east transept window depicting Character stands
Abraham, surrounded by Habakkuk, Jonathan, Enoch, Job, Josiah and
Ezekiel. Below are scenes from the New Testament: Jesus giving the
Sermon on the Mount, John the Baptist preaching and Paul delivering his
message to the Athenians. It was dedicated in September 1918.
Worship and Character combine in Service, which is the
theme of the west transept window. In the center of the
upper tier is Moses, who delivered the Israelites from
slavery and led them through the wilderness. To his left are
the prophets Amos, Hosea and Joseph, and to his right are
Joshua, Jeremiah and Nehemiah. The lower tier portrays
scenes from the New Testament: in the center, Jesus feeds
the five thousand (pictured); to the left, Phillip and Andrew
guide the Greeks, and to the right, the Good Samaritan
cares for an injured man. The smaller lancets at the top
symbolize the four evangelists, Matthew, Mark, Luke and
John. This window was dedicated in November 1913.
The Gallery window, behind and above the worshippers,
has as its theme the resurrection of Christ. This window
is made largely of opalescent glass, suggesting the brilliant light of the
world beyond. In the center of the lower tier is the familiar monogram for
Jesus, IHS. Beneath the resurrection scene is the inscription: “I am the
Resurrection and the Life.” It was dedicated on Easter Sunday 1910.

Guild Hall was the original
worship space, hosting the
first services in this building.
Now, it is used for coffee
hours, receptions, readings
and other events.
For decades after the building
of the church, the west wall
of Guild Hall was bare. In the
late 1960s, minister Elaine
Marsh launched an effort to decorate the wall. Some 50 women of the
congregation became Needlers, trained in crewel embroidery. Pauline
Baynes, an English artist who illustrated works by C. S. Lewis and
J. R. R. Tolkein, designed the first of what became four huge embroideries.
“Churchmen of the New World” took 39 needlers 3 years to stitch and
was dedicated in October of 1974. “Christmas Radiance” and “Renewal of
Life” were dedicated in 1992 and 2002 respectively. The fourth embroidery,
“Summer of the First Amendment,” took the Needlers 6 years and was
dedicated in 2013 (it is pictured above, with the Needlers).

The Chapel, built as a smaller worship space for
intimate weddings and memorial services, was first
used in October 1949. Today, we offer the familyfriendly First Service in the Chapel (9:45 a.m.,
September through May) and also use the space for
spiritual exploration experiences.
The stained glass windows of the chapel are very
special. They realize a dream of Howard Conn, Senior
Minister from 1944 to 1976, by depicting the seasons
of the Christian Year: World Communion Sunday,
Advent, Christmas, Epiphany, Ash Wednesday, Palm
Sunday, Maundy Thursday, Good Friday, Easter,
Pentecost, Children’s Day, Trinity, Reformation
Sunday, All Souls Day and Thanksgiving. These potmetal stained glass windows were made by a local company known for its
brilliant blues.
The Howard Conn Fine Arts Theater and Gallery highlight our church’s
interest in and support for the arts as avenues to the sacred. Artists
in a variety of media exhibit in several gallery shows scheduled from

