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A Season of changes
PauLa northwood, acting senior Minister 

The Lenten season is ending, and 
this year it included the coronavirus, 
which forced some of us to give up 
things we had not planned on giving 
up. Some have had to give up trips, 
athletic and recreational activities and 
events and even school attendance. 
And we have had to give up attending 
worship in person.

This virus has forced us to slow 
down, stop and think before greeting 
each other. It’s been frustrating and 
frightening at times. For me, it has 
made my longing for spring even 
more poignant. At this point in our 
season, we are looking for any little 
glimpse of spring: a daffodil, a robin’s 
song. 

It’s also the time of year in the church 
when we remind ourselves of the 
journey of Jesus as his lifework 

on earth came to an end. Like the 
birth story of Jesus full of hopeful 
anticipation, the death 
story of Jesus, too, 
resounds with hope. 
God is always creating 
something new. Full 
of God’s spirit, Jesus, 
whose wisdom teaching 
subverted the traditional 
teaching of his day, 
was executed by the 
empire. But as it is with 
all truth and love, it rises 
from the ashes and heartbreak of life 
to offer something new: a second 
chance, a new beginning, hopeful 
anticipation during times of duress. 
We see in Jesus, as the resurrected 
Christ, an example of life continuing 
in a vibrant, real, earthshattering way. 
Even after death, his story continues 

to change lives. We can experience 
this Christ consciousness within us, 

too. As Christians, Jesus 
is the guide or model, but, 
ultimately, we too are to 
be full of this same spirit 
of God. As we complete 
our sermon series on 
the fruits of the spirit, I 
hope you have seen these 
Christlike characteristics—
love, joy, peace, patience, 
gentleness, faithfulness and 
generosity—as ways we live 

out the Christ consciousness in the 
world.

This Easter season let us open 
ourselves to the Christ consciousness 
which calls us to evolve. The seed is 
within you. Let it grow! 

Happy Easter!
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God is with us in this isolating time
Beth hoFFMan Faeth, Minister For congregationaL care & worshiP

words aBout worshiP

“True worship is open to God, adoring 
God, waiting for God, trusting God 
even in the dark.”  —N. T. Wright 

In our newly sterilized way of life, 
finding ways to connect and console 

have become priority. We will realize, 
in our new way of being, that what 
we have treasured we may have 
taken for granted. Sunday morning 
worship and gathering with your 

faith community may be something 
you are already missing, longing 
for these significant relationships 
in ways not imagined. This time of 
social distancing is sure to challenge 
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our spiritual life, or perhaps it will 
provide us opportunity to dive into 
our spirituality in new and life-giving 
ways. Leaning in to our faith, whether 
that faith be fledgling or rock solid, 
will remind us that we are not alone, 
that God is with us in this isolating 
time and that God continues to nudge 
us to be in community even if that 
looks different from before. Please 
know that we are working hard to be 
creative in our ways of reaching out 
and providing you with thoughtful 
worship experiences that can be 
delivered to you in your homes and on 
your phones. Imagine that! 

Each Sunday while we are not able 
to gather in person, we will record a 
worship service. These offerings will 

seem both familiar and 
different, as we are not 
trying to emulate either 
First Service or Second 
Service but rather provide 
you with significant 
reflection, prayer and 
music—the essentials of 
worship. These can be 
viewed immediately via 
Facebook Live and later 
on Sunday will be posted 

to the website, too. Perhaps, even by 
the time you are reading this, we will 
have livestreaming in place, and that 
will be our delivery mechanism. 

During the week you can view a 
Morning Meditation delivered by 
Paula, Seth or me. This will be posted 
on Facebook and on our website. 
Midday Music will also be offered 
each day at noon via the same 
formats. Nina Jonson, our creative 
and loving program director, has 
already begun Bedtime Stories, 
a daily evening reading, which is 
posted on the church’s Facebook 
page. We are also working on other 
ways to be community together, such 
as a nightly time for contemplative 
prayer that participants can join via 

a phone or computer. We will deliver 
information to you readily and as 
soon as we figure things out, which 
is a bit of a challenge in these days 
of rapid change. Please know we are 
committed to you and are working 
for you and are loving you from a 
distance, missing you every day. 

It seems unlikely at this point that we 
will be gathering in person for Palm 
Sunday and Easter, but again we will 
deliver meaningful worship to you 
celebrating those occasions. And 
when we can return to the sanctuary 
for our 9 a.m. and 11 a.m. worship, we 
will fill the space with colorful flowers, 
songs of joy and a tremendous 
welcome home. 

My friends, please reach out if you 
have a need. I am working with a team 
to check in with you in a variety of 
ways, and I want you to know that I 
am available with my colleagues for 
pastoral care via phone, video chat or 
email correspondence. 

My heart is broken open with tender 
love for each of you. Please know how 
much I care.  —Beth

grace notes

Music steps up to challenges
By PhiLiP BruneLLe, organist-choirMaster

With the challenging changes in our 
world, music is affected mightily as 
well. It can be a source of comfort and 
encouragement, however, and I will do 
everything I can to see that Plymouth 
Church remains a musical light in our 
community.

Although we are not able to hold 
services at present, I am most grateful 
to Plymouth’s solo quintet—Maria 
Jette, Jenny French, Lisa Drew, Dan 

Dressen and Jim Bohn—for being in 
the loft each week—though separated 
by 6 feet of course!

We will continue to be musically 
creative and offer you anthems 
appropriate for each Sunday—Palm 
Sunday, Easter and beyond!

I hope you also are enjoying my 
12 noon Midday Music (see the 
Plymouth website for information). 

I feel it is 
important 
to celebrate 
Plymouth’s 
long, strong 
legacy of 
music-
making and 
communal 
celebration.
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iMMigration concerns

“The saddest part of the trip was 
meeting migrants in the shelters in 
Nogales and Agua Prieta, Mexico, 
and at Casa Alitas in Tucson, mostly 
beautiful young families with very 
young children. We heard their stories 
of fleeing violence in the Mexican 
state of Guerrero, and learned that 
99% of them will not get asylum in the 
U.S. They wanted us to know that they 
are not bad people, just as we hoped 
that in spite of our country’s policies, 
neither are we.” —Jean Fagerstrom

“I don’t recall any laughter. I do recall 
sadness and crying as stories were 
recounted to us.

“I recall solemnity as our group 
walked through a section of desert 
where migrants had passed and some 
had discarded clothing or packs or 
empty black plastic water jugs—and 
some had died.

“I recall solemnity as we participated, 
on a frigid windy evening, in a weekly 
vigil in which we carried crosses 
representing deceased migrants 
whose remains had been found in the 

desert—a setting at times blistering 
hot, at times amazingly cold—by 
volunteer searchers or the Border 
Patrol.

“I recall our own tears and tight 
throats as we witnessed this very 
human, very disturbing, very 
confusing, very complex reality of our 
country’s modern immigration 
history.” —                            Bill Reed

“We visited immigrant 
memorial sites in the desert. We 
all shouted ‘Presente’ to their 
spirits: ‘We are here! And you 
are present for us.’” 
                            —John Humphrey

“‘Do the next right thing’ is the 
mantra that is in my head since 
returning from the February 
border trip with my fellow 
Plymouth friends. I think of the 
migrant families at the Torres 
Shelter in Nogales, Mexico. The 
families are very attentive and 
affectionate with their children, 
always watching to keep them 
close at hand and safe.

“How much longer will they have to 
wait? Will they be able to prove they 
are in enough risk to be given entry 
into the U.S.? Will they be able to stay 
together as a family? What is the next 
thing for them?

“What is my next right thing?” 
 —Becky Dougherty

Border immersion, February 2020
Mary gunderson with FeLLow traVeLers

“It is good to remember that people died here; their 
families will never know what happened to them,” 
says John Humphrey, who took this photo.

What a time we are living in! Just like 
each of you, know that since the world 
changed, I have felt every emotion 
under the sun, often all at once. It can 
be an overwhelming time to be alive.

And yet, we are alive, in ways we may 
not have been, for a long time. My 
girls and I went on a walk today, and, 
for the first time in I don’t know how 
long, every person we passed (from 

notes FroM nina

Staying Connected
By nina Jonson, PrograMs Manager

across the street) looked one another 
in the eyes, smiled and said hello. 
People saw each other. I don’t have 
magic that will make this pass more 
quickly, or take away our worries and 
fears, but here are ways to incorporate 
a spiritual practice into your family 
time, which may bring you peace:

•	 Take	time	each	day	for	gratitude.	
Maybe at the start of the day, maybe 

at the end, take a moment to share 
what you are thankful for today. 
Even better, call out moments of 
gratitude when you see them—a 
moment of quiet, siblings playing 
together without arguing, the 
delight of learning a new skill, 
something that makes your whole 
spirit laugh—and draw attention to 
these sparks of joy.
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•	 Remember	to	tell	the	people	
you love that you love them. For 
the foreseeable future hugs and 
handshakes are canceled, but love 
is not. Love does not lose its power 
by being shared, and it will not be in 
short supply.

•	 Find	a	daily	routine—perhaps	it	is	
a Bible verse or inspirational quote 
that you find online, a 20-minute 
dance party or listening to me read 
a story (or one of the many other 
awesome humans on the internet 
who are sharing stories, songs and 
music with the world). Kids need 
some kind of routine to help them 
weather this, and adults do, too!

•	 Practice	kindness:	coloring	a	
picture on the sidewalk every day 

for those walking by, writing a 
letter to an elderly relative, calling a 
family member or checking in on a 
friend in need or a neighbor. Every 
day, take time to help your children 
cultivate compassion.

•	 Stay	connected	with	Plymouth!	
Every day, visit our website or 
Facebook page to find Morning 
Meditation, Midday Music, Bedtime 
Stories, and Contemplative Prayer. 
You’ll see and hear our ministers 
and staff and connect with other 
Plymouth members. We will also 
be sharing worship on Sundays and 
ways to support one another via 
social media and our website. We 
are still working and here to support 
you, your children and teens.

No matter what, when we regather, 
it will be a celebration and a time of 
rebirth. We will never again take for 
granted the opportunity to pass the 
peace, take communion,or attend a 
board meeting. We will be stronger 
and softer and more loving. We will be 
walking on holy ground.

Peace,  
Nina

P.S. Please reach out to me at ninaj@
plymouth.org if there is anything 
specific you need. Whether it is a call 
or text to a young person, links to 
websites or books to help your family 
or ideas to share about how to teach 
church school online—yes, this is in 
the works—please let me know. I am 
ready to help!

Plymouth’s Compassionate Communication 
journey: a serendipitous one!
anne seLtz,  MeMBer, coMMittee For sPirituaL exPLoration

In 2005, the Plymouth Center for 
Progressive Christian Faith wanted 
to enhance interfaith dialogue 
and connection, so it sponsored 
board member Anne Seltz to 
attend a workshop on NonViolent 
Communication (NVC) by Marshall 
Rosenberg,	PhD.	The	NVC	principles	
of doing no harm, of connecting from 
the heart with one another and of 
looking for integrated and inclusive 
solutions, seemed like a good fit for 
the Center’s initiatives, and it wanted 
to share the principles and practices 
with more congregants. 

In 2007, with the help of the George 
Family Foundation, the Center hired 
a certified NVC trainer, Wes Taylor, 
and dozens of Plymouth congregants 
attended his two-day workshop. 

Lyndall Johnson, LP, President, 
Aslan Institute, attended and was 
so moved by the work that she 
purchased and sent several 
books on integrating 
NVC into schools to her 
daughter, Yvette Erasmus, 
who was teaching at an 
international school in 
Bali at the time. Inspired, 
Erasmus then hired an 
NVC-certified trainer 
from Australia to help 
her integrate these principles at her 
school, attended a 10-day immersion 
training	with	Dr.	Rosenberg	in	
Albuquerque and returned to 
Minnesota to complete her doctorate 
in psychology while sharing and 
training groups in these powerful 
principles. 

Back at Plymouth, we felt a growing 
need for hands-on practice of these 
life-affirming, paradigm shifting 

principles. In our search 
for a teacher and guide, 
we discovered that Yvette 
Erasmus was facilitating 
NVC groups, and we invited 
her to Plymouth. Erasmus 
created a practice program 
at Plymouth sponsored by 
the Committee for Spiritual 
Exploration, and now, ten 

years later, 20–30 people of all ages 
and diverse walks of life attend 
the weekly drop-in group each 
Wednesday	in	the	Fireside	Room.	
Some consider it their spiritual 
practice.

Yvette Erasmus

sPirituaL exPLoration
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What started as a basic NVC program 
has become a broader personal 
development group integrating 
a variety of other theories and 
modalities that help us live into the 
“do no harm” essential message 
of NonViolence. This is a psycho-
educational group with a heavy 
focus on information, understanding 
and clarity. We come together to 
self-reflect, learn and grow in the 
ability to nurture empathic, heartfelt 
connections with one another. 

In addition to the practice groups, 
Dr. Erasmus has offered yearly 
workshops and is offering another in 
April sponsored by the Committee for 
Spiritual Exploration.

As a practicing psychologist, 
Dr. Erasmus brings extensive 
training in mind-body medicine, 
somatic experiencing, diversity and 

inclusivity, nonviolent 
communication and 
integral-relational-
cultural psychology to 
her work. She is an active 
supporter of NVC but is 
not a “certified trainer.” 
The content and process 
of this practice group 
reflects her integration 
of NVC principles into 
broader frameworks.

During these times 
of great need for 
clear and supportive 
communication, our 
drop-in practice sessions, 
called Conversations 
from the Heart, offer 
learning and practice in 
community. We celebrate the ten-year 
history, are proud we have attracted 
so many and are humbled by the 

How to RepaiR Rifts witH 
people wHo MatteR

April 25, 9 a.m.–5 p.m. 

Heal a rift or build a bridge with another 
important person in your life. This full-day 
workshop uses principles and practices based 
on nonviolence. The intention is to embody 
Power-With Relationships: not power-over 
or power-under. Add to your relational and 
conversational toolbox: increase discernment 
about which tool to use when. We’ll offer 
a foundational introduction into nonviolent 
communication and explore strategies for 
moving from domination consciousness 
into collaborative consciousness. A good 
complement to your spiritual practice.

Please visit https://www.plymouth.org/
explore/adult-spirituality/ to register.

church Matters

Embroidery Plan update
sarah LehMan, chair,  LeadershiP counciL

February 29 marked the changing of 
the art in Guild Hall, when the winter 
embroidery, Christmas Radiance, was 
lowered and stored in the Guild Hall 
cabinet and the spring embroidery, 
Renewal of Life, was hung and is on 
display. Both the winter and spring 
embroideries will continue to be on 
display for their traditional rotations. 

The Leadership Council is developing 
a framework for education and 
discussion around the summer 
embroidery, Summer of the First 
Amendment. The framework will 
provide opportunities for the 
congregation to both learn about 
the imagery and history of summer 
embroidery and to talk with one 

another about our collective learnings. 
No decision has been made about 
the future of the summer embroidery. 
Council reviewed the responses 
from the January survey; thank you 
to the hundred-plus members who 
participated.

Many, sometimes opposing, themes 
emerged, including: concerns that 
a decision has already been made; 
feelings of fatigue and weariness; 
desire to know which images are 
problematic and why; curiosity about 
the history of the art and imagery; 
preference by some to not address 
the summer embroidery this spring 
and preference by others to address 
it quickly and efficiently now; 

affirmation that the process used for 
Churchman was well done by some, 
and criticism that it was not well 
done by others; desire for neutral 
outside facilitators; concern that some 
people’s hurt mattered more than 
other’s; and a deep passion for this 
issue.

Please stay tuned for more 
information; discussions may be 
tabled until we can meet after the 
current church closure. 

program’s continued growth. Please 
drop in any Wednesday, 10–12.
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welcoMe, elizabetH 
blancHette!

Starting April 1, Plymouth 
Church welcomes Elizabeth 
Blanchette as our new 
Communications and 
Marketing Manager. 
Elizabeth brings a wealth of 
communication and marketing 
experience, having worked 
for Target Corporation, 
Second Harvest Heartland and 
Can Do Canines. Elizabeth 
brings special skills in writing, 
storytelling, graphic design, 
marketing and social media. 
She has also founded ArtistryB 
Studios and enjoys any time 
she can sneak in painting.

Elizabeth is a member of 
Anoka UCC and understands 

and 
appreciates 
Plymouth’s 
theological 
perspective. 
She lives 
in Coon 
Rapids with 
her three 
children 
and golden 
retriever.

Search Committee summary
Minister for Spiritual Formation and Theater
Jane gerBer, search coMMittee MeMBer

church Matters

When the slate of candidates to serve 
on this committee was established 
and voted upon by the congregation 
in late summer 2019, none of us knew 
where the journey would take us.

Committee members did not know 
each other well, but we each loved 
Plymouth and felt the responsibility of 
honoring the mission with which we 
were tasked. We brought commitment 
to a thorough search with integrity. 
Biases were checked at the door; we 
vowed to be honest and respectful 
with one another. We also were 
certain that, as those elected to serve, 
we wanted input from congregants. 
With leadership from our chair, Mary 
Kay Sauter, we wove our way through 
the tasks to accomplish before the 
actual search could begin:

•	 Review	the	bylaws	to	clarify	and	
confirm the necessity for a search.

•	 Write	a	job	description.
•	 Complete	a	Local	Church	Profile	for	

distribution by the Minnesota UCC 
Conference.

•	 Make	ourselves	available	to	
congregants through avenues such 
as conversations during Sundays@ 
10 and after the 11:00 service, 
confidential emails and other 
means, welcoming all perspectives.

Once our documents were prepared, 
and while continuing to receive input 
from congregants, we moved on to: 

•	 Develop	a	matrix	of	skills	and	
requirements to score applicants in 
a rational and consistent manner.

•	 Scrutinize	resumes,	profiles	and	
cover letters and other materials 
provided by applicants.

•	 Discern	which	candidates	would	
be invited to interview with the 
Committee .

•	 Develop	candidate	interview	
questions to be asked by the same 
committee member to ensure 
consistency.

•	 Develop	talking	points	for	
committee, board, clergy and staff, 
whose role was to have a structured 
conversation with each candidate 
and provide written feedback 
to the Committee. During these 
conversations, participants also 
brought their own questions.

•	 Coordinate	candidate	meetings	
with board, clergy and staff. 

•	 Provide	as	much	transparency	of	
the process as possible while still 
respecting confidentiality.

•	 And,	finally,	recommend	a	chosen	
candidate to the Deacons .

We were very pleased to receive so 
many applicants who demonstrated 
a dedication to service and had 
experience not only in theater and 
spiritual formation, but also in 
preaching and pastoral care. In all, we 
received ten applications, six women 
and four men. Several were from out 
of state and one was international. In 
the end, two were invited to interview 
with the Committee.

Once candidates were 
chosen for interviews and 
dates were set, the process 
moved fairly quickly. Lay 
leaders, clergy and staff 
were exceptional in their 
willingness to be available 
for meetings and were 
prompt in supplying 
feedback.

At the conclusion of our process we 
were united in our recommendation 
of Seth Patterson as the strongest 
candidate for this position. He brings 
knowledge, experience, competence, 
commitment, integrity, energy and a 
sense of call to this position.

It was an honor for all of us to 
participate in this sacred work.
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outreach

At Easter, contemplative and 
progressive Christians celebrate not 
only the miracle of the resurrection 
but also the decision of Jesus’ 
followers to create a new faith 
community. This church sticks 
together and works for the least of 
those in our community. We become 
the risen body of Christ in the world. 
That’s what we mean when we repeat 
the ancient chant: “Christos anesti! 
Alithos anesti!” “Christ is risen! Christ 
is risen, indeed!”

This year, our Easter offering will go 
to support Beacon Interfaith Housing 
Collaborative as it prepares to embark 
on a $12 million capital campaign. 
As many of you know, sixteen 
years ago members of Plymouth 
Congregational Church formed the 

Easter Offering
PauLa northwood

Plymouth Neighborhood Foundation, 
with Lydia Apartments as its first 
project. The Foundation became 
Beacon, which has completed 18 
housing projects and is starting more. 
Many of you know about the Great 
River	Landing	project,	which	now	
houses 72 formerly incarcerated men 
and provides not only housing but 
job support. Beacon hopes to double 
the impact in our communities by 
creating more homes than ever before, 
by providing full-circle support in 
its homes and shelter programs and 
by winning on policy solutions that 
ensure homes for all people.

Over the years, Beacon has moved 
to a more collaborative model and 
continues to engage close to 100 
congregations to provide safe, stable 

homes for more than 1,000 of our 
neighbors and add 100 more homes 
each year. Beacon is committed to 
bringing diverse perspectives to 
the table as it works on solutions to 
provide affordable housing and to 
create a transformed world where all 
people have a home. Beacon is willing 
to take risks bring to about justice and 
race equity and is using its legislative 
power and advocacy to confront 
housing inequities.

But Beacon needs our help to make 
this possible. Please consider giving 
generously to the Easter Offering so 
that we can support Beacon Interfaith 
Housing in its mission.

This Easter, let us be the risen Christ, 
the church, in our neighborhood and 
to the world!

Simpson Housing Services is 
grateful for our partnership with 
Plymouth Congregational Church. 
Your congregation’s commitment 
to the important work of ending 
homelessness is deeply appreciated 
by our staff and the individuals and 
families we serve. 

Thank you for providing gracious 
hospitality to community members 
who participated in the 35th Annual 
Homeless Memorial March & 
Service. Your sanctuary provided 
a peaceful place for the Memorial 
Service, where we could honor the 
memories of community members 
who experienced homelessness and 
passed away during the past year. 

Plymouth and Simpson Housing Services:  
working together to end homelessness 

We invite you to stay connected with 
Simpson by touring our shelter or 
learning more about our programs 
and volunteer opportunities. Please 

contact Matthew Ayres at mayres@
simpsonhousing.org for more 
information.
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Beacon’s Great River Landing  
Grand Opening temporarily on hold
By anne seLtz

As we move through these weeks of 
change and uncertainty, the Grand 
Opening	of	Great	River	Landing	will	
likely be delayed.

We are disappointed, because 
this would have been a unique 
opportunity to experience how 
4RM+ULA	(the	architects)	brought	
technology, sustainability and art 
together to create more than a place 
to sleep but a beautiful home for 
men returning from incarceration—a 
home they helped create because 
they developed a relationship with 

the	visual	artist,	Roger	Cummings,	
Juxtaposition Arts, who listened. For 
weeks he listened to the men talk 
about their feelings, emotions, wants 
and needs, and he incorporated what 
he	heard	into	Great	River	Landing.	

Beginning in 2015 as part of the 
4RM+ULA	design	team,	Roger	
Cummings conducted a series 
of hands-on workshops, centered 
around building and designing safe 
spaces and places: around what 
home meant to future residents. In 
collaboration, they created six unique 

concepts, each with 
its own theme for the 
collective values of 
the	new	Great	River	
Landing Community: 
Love/Change, 
Faith, Acceptance, 
Belonging/Family, 
Inclusion and 
Support. This 
engagement process 

inspired not only the artwork, symbols 
and colors that guide and welcome 
residents and visitors, but also 
reflected aspects of daily living. Did 
the men want a basketball hoop in the 
backyard? No, they wanted a place to 
bring their children for outdoor play. 
Did they want a meditation room? 
Absolutely!!

Great	River	Landing	gives	us	much	
to be excited about. The collaborative 
work of the residents, Plymouth, 
Westminster, Beacon, Better Futures, 
Juxtaposition	Arts	and	4RM+ULA	not	
only meets the residents’ needs but 
will inspire future developments. We’ll 
be sharing more information with you 
in coming months. 

We suggest that you do a drive-by 
when you are in the area of Target 
Field. See the building from the street, 
and be proud! The address? 813 North 
5th Street. Put it in your GPS and go 
for a ride—it’s stunning at night!

outreach

sPirituaL exPLoration

Contemplation in nature: Jan Neville conversation
eMiLy Jarrett hughes

Feeling connected to her whole self; 
feeling connected to the whole of life: 
This is what contemplative practice 
means to Jan Neville.

I met Jan through the gathering of 
Plymouth contemplatives. A long-
time member of Plymouth, you might 
also know her as the chair of the 
Climate and Environmental Justice 
Group.	Recently	I	had	a	chance	to	

talk with her about how her activism 
and contemplative practices are tied 
together.

Being in nature is one of Jan’s most 
significant contemplative practices. 
She loves working with the soil and 
growing food. She savors picking and 
eating berries in her yard as another 
form of communion. 

She spends a lot of time being still on 
the water when she goes fly fishing 
with	her	husband	Rick.	She	loves	the	
hours simply being fully present and 
observing the world closely.

Jan believes that water is living and 
that we can connect with and be 
nourished by the energy in the water. 
There is a very clean lake she visits in 
Northern Wisconsin, and she loves to 
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Habitat’s planned spring build
JaMes christenson

Why Habitat and why Plymouth? 
For more than twenty-five years, 
Plymouth members and friends have 
given generously of their time and 
resources to Habitat for Humanity. A 
brief summary of Habitat’s mission 
and values tells us why: The mission 
of Habitat is to eliminate poverty 
housing in the Twin Cities and to 
make decent, affordable shelter for 
all people a matter of conscience. 
Habitat’s values include being 
called by God to serve families in 
need, to welcome people of all faith 
backgrounds, to provide hope and 
opportunity to families who seek a 
safe, decent home and to bring people 
from all walks of life together in this 
work.

Plymouth’s build week this spring 
is planned for Monday, April 27, to 

Friday, May 1 (subject 
to change due to 
health concerns). We 
will be completing 
construction of a 
new, soon-to-be 
occupied home, at 
2444 10th Avenue 
S., in the Phillips 
neighborhood. A 
picture of the house 
along with floor 
plans and other 
information will be available in 
Jones Commons and in Guild Hall 
(when services resume). To volunteer, 
please register on line at: http://
plymouthcongregational.tchabitat.
volunteerhub.com/

We need 15 volunteers each day. No 
prior experience or construction 

skill is required, and it is a wonderful 
opportunity to work with a friendly 
group, make some new friends, and, 
most importantly, help to make 
a family’s dream of a safe, secure 
and affordable home come true. If 
you have questions, please visit the 
Habitat table on an upcoming Sunday 
morning or contact Jim Christenson 
at christensonjim@msn.com.

outreach

Photo: Paul Stark

get in the water every day when she 
is there. Over time she feels her skin 
and her whole self change, and she 
can feel on a cellular level how we are 
water.

Her love for the earth and water 
has led her to act to protect the 
environment. Through the Climate 
and Environmental Justice Group 
she’s worked with others to reduce 

Plymouth’s carbon footprint. She is 
a member of the Citizen’s Advisory 
Council for her watershed district 
and is a Master Water Steward. She 
supports political actions that protect 
our earth.

She is determined not to give up, 
but to keep staying engaged. Her 
contemplative practices help her stay 
whole and balanced. She also thinks 

calling all lawyeRs

Are you a lawyer in Minnesota looking for a way to positively impact people experiencing poverty? 
The legal clinic at the Dignity Center (at Hennepin Ave. United Methodist Church) needs you. The 
Dignity Center has been partnering with Volunteer Lawyers Network (VLN) for over 10 years to provide 
legal advice and services to Dignity Center clients who are working with an advocate to get their 
lives back on track. VLN provides malpractice insurance and all the necessary training. As a volunteer, 
you can broaden your network, earn CLE credits and develop new (or dust off old) legal skills. Time 
commitment is one 3-hour shift once a month. Shifts are Wednesdays or Fridays, 9 a.m.–12 noon. 

Please contact Muria Kruger at muriak@yahoo.com, or call/text 651/226-0471.

that the key to staying engaged is 
finding your community. “We find 
hope and inspiration by working with 
others doing the same work, and we 
lift each other up and keep each other 
going.”



flame10 plymouth.org

Plymouth Honors the Earth April 19
Special guests, Don Shelby and Sharon Day 
Jan neViLLe,  with sarah nettLeton

outreach

Did you know that this April 22 is 
the 50th anniversary of Earth Day? 
Indeed, fifty years ago there was a 
collective awakening for the urgent 
need to clean up and protect our 
planet. Back then it was primarily 
about pollution. Today it’s about 
climate change, rising seas, plant and 
animal extinction and so much more. 

To mark this historic event we have 
planned a marvelous celebration, 
and we hope that everyone in our 
Plymouth family will attend—and 
bring your friends! We recognize 
that the plans may change due to 
the coronavirus outbreak, but we 
hope to have two very special guests: 
journalist, Don Shelby giving the 
sermon at both the 9:00 and 11:00 a.m. 
services, and Ojibwe elder and water 
walker, Sharon Day leading a special 
celebration and honoring our Mother 
Earth in Guild Hall, 10:00 to 10:45 a.m. 

Don Shelby is considered one of 
the most decorated local broadcast 

journalists in 
the country. 
He retired 
from daily 
journalism 
in 2011 and 
continues 
to work 
with PBS 
and other 
nonprofits. 
He was one 
of the first 
broadcast 
journalists 
to dive into 
the subject 
of climate change and serves on 
several environmentally related 
boards. He spends much of his time 
speaking on the subject of climate 
change, sustainability and care of 
the Earth. He will offer the sermon 
at both services: “the Devil is in the 
Externalities”.

Sharon Day is the Executive Director 
of the Indigenous Peoples Task Force, 
where she has been working for over 
30 years to create programs, space 
and a future for native peoples in 
Minnesota. She also leads ceremonies 
around the country, following the path 
of rivers from the source to the mouth, 
called water walks, and praying for 
the water with each step. She will lead 
us in song and story and connection 
to the Earth at 10:00 in Guild Hall. If 
you like, bring with you a small stone, 
flower, stick or piece of nature to add 
to the circle. 

“Earth Works” is in Jones 
Commons: Tables, displays and 
fun will abound in Jones Commons 
before and after the services. Stop by 
to test your knowledge with a climate 
quiz, or “wishcycling” challenge. 
Learn about native plants and pick 
up a free booklet and seed packets. 
Sign pertinent legislative petitions 
and learn about effective local 
organizations. And add your promise 
leaf to the Tree of Life, while you enjoy 
a tasty treat. 

Leading up to Earth Sunday, watch for 
tables in Jones Commons where you 
can make a poster for Earth Day.

Photo: Matika Wilbur
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Bryce Hamilton, at work 
organizing the first Earth Day 50 
years ago

Plymouth member Bryce Hamilton 
responded to an ad from Senator 
Gaylord Nelson, Wisconsin, to help 
organize the first Earth Day. Bryce was the national coordinator for the K–12 outreach. He sent information and ideas 
to hundreds of teachers and students who wrote in requesting resources. It’s estimated that more than 10,000 schools 
participated in some manner. Bryce said it was an honor to help organize the first Earth Day and a highlight of his life.

eaRtH sunday 
scHedule

Don Shelby gives the sermon 
at the 9:00 & 11:00 services.

Sharon Day celebrates and 
honors the Earth from 10:00 
to10:45 in Guild Hall

•	Bring	a	small	piece	of	
nature with you

Earth Works in Jones 
Commons before and after 
services and Guild Hall 
program.

•	Tables	are	open	9:30–10:00	
and 10:45–12:30.

Organized by the Climate and 
Environmental Justice group.

Mortality Project seeks new members
toM LeFeVere and ruth daVini

The Mortality Project Committee is 
focused on supporting, educating and 
caring for our Plymouth community 
as all of us face our mortality. We 
hope to foster deep and honest 
communication related to mortality 
issues and deepen our ability to:

•	 Engage	all	aspects	of	mortality	
more fully with head, heart, and 
spirit.

•	 Increase	support	for	each	other	
through the processes of illness, 
death, mourning and grief.

•	 Continually	seek	the	Holy	in	the	
process of dying and death.

•	 Bring	light	to	those	things	we	fear	
most about death.

•	 Deepen	our	knowledge	of	how	to	
live fully in the face of our mortality.

Past programs sponsored by the 
Mortality Project have included: 
Medical Ethics at the End of Life, 
Hospice, Compassion and Choices, 
Palliative Care, Advanced Care 
Directives, Defining Quality of Life 
as	it	Relates	to	Mortality,	Hippocrates	
Café providing music and spoken 
word, and Healing from Loss and 
Grief. Opportunities are planned 
for ongoing informal conversations 
facilitated in Death Café format (small 

group discussions). Also, members 
of the Mortality Project committee 
are available to facilitate small group 
discussions on mortality related 
topics for fellowship groups or other 
groups within Plymouth Church. A 
resource list addressing all aspects of 
mortality has been compiled and can 
be accessed through the Plymouth 
library. 

It is our hope to provide further 
programing, discussion groups and 
resources which will encourage your  
 (continues on back page)
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MARRiED

Joan Frentz and Bob Stockman 

BiRTH

Lucille Christine Santa Maria, child of Megan 
Born and Jason Santa Maria; grandchild of 
Pat and Wendy Born

BEREAVED

Parker and Al Trostel, death of Parker’s 
brother, Richard Gundry 

Duane and Marjorie Peterson, death of 
Duane’s son, Rolf; Alice Benjamin Boudreau, 
death of nephew

DEATH

Patricia “Trish” Walsh, mother of Catherine 
Hastings
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Mortality Project (continued)
own important mortality related 
conversations with friends and 
family. We welcome your feedback on 
topics of interest for future programs. 
To provide feedback or to express 
interest in joining the Mortality 

Project Committee, please contact one 
of the following committee members: 
Mary	Baker,	Bill	Davini,	Ruth	Davini,	
Tom LeFevere, Ann Tandy-Treiber, 
Emily	Venell	or	Rev.	Beth	Hoffman	
Faeth.

Parish register


