
 

 

BOARD OF OUTREACH 
Meeting Minutes 
6:30pm, Wednesday, February 12, 2020 

Attendance: 

Yes No   Yes No  
X  Hannah Campbell Gustafson, Outreach Coordinator  X  Mary Jordan (2021) 
X  Sally Cassellius (2022)   X E.J. Kelley (2022) 
 X Chris Church (2021)  X  Sue Moses (2020) 
 X Birdie Cunningham (2022)  X  Peter Vitale (2020) 
X  Peter Eichten (2020), Chair  X  Gingie Ward (2021) 

 

Peter E. led the opening meditation. 

Actions Taken: 
Jan Neville--Environmental and Climate Justice. The new name is a reboot from Caring for Creation. 
Members/leaders were experiencing burnout and took the summer to reassess.  They met with Paula, Seth 
and some other committee members. The result was a great brainstorming session where they agreed they 
weren’t ready to throw in the towel just yet and decided to change the group’s name to Environmental and 
Climate Justice. They scaled back on programming demands a little and Jan agreed to stay on. She thinks 
people are still getting used to the new name, but in January they saw a renewed energy in people interested 
in their work, and are super encouraged about where it’s going. They have identified four goals for the 
committee. 
 
1. Be accessible and engaging to all members of Plymouth. 
2. Address environmental issues with both political policy and personal action. 
3. Affirm caring for the earth as spiritual work and practice. 
4. Continue to reduce Plymouth’s carbon footprint. Currently, 40% of energy use at Plymouth is from 
renewable sources. 
 
Jan expressed disappointment that the committee was missing from the Growth Task Force initiative’s plan. 
 
Their spring plans include; last Sunday partnered with Interfaith Power and Light to sponsor a political 
training. Trying out a “salon” on Sundays during the education hour to provide information and dialogue on 
climate issues. 
 
There will be a regenerative agriculture event on a Sunday, March 15. This is a big movement in agriculture 
right now. Julie Ristow from the Main Street Project in Northfield will speak about their farm.  
 
50th Anniversary of Earth Day this year, April 22nd.  There will be a celebration at Plymouth on Sunday, April 
19th.  Don Shelby will be guest speaker for both services. During education hour, they will host a big 
celebration featuring Sharon Day as speaker. 
 
Looking ahead, they would like to encourage Plymouth to divest from fossil fuels. Investigated electric vehicle 
charging stations in the past.  
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New Idea-Carbon offset program. The ECJ committee is wondering if  Plymouth can be a place where people 
can donate their carbon offset monies which could be used for future green projects. The board agreed this 
was a useful and exciting idea to pursue. Gingie suggested a carbon footprint game she was part of at the 
Science Museum as a way to engage youth in the process as well. 
Last meeting finally engaged with the youth, have been wanting to do for a long time. Partly due to changing 
the meeting to Wednesday night. Nina facilitated a listening session with them.  
 
 
100 Hands-Hannah. Last week they had a 2 year-old and couple in their 70s. Making sandwiches, sock 
puppets, etc. Last two years has been run by volunteers, so it has shifted to Hannah to do the purchasing and 
setup. Currently leads it twice a month, but her time is better spent not leading it as much.  Fall of 2020 the 
plan is that Hannah will be in the background doing purchasing, BOR and Board of Community Life need to 
figure out a way to step up and own it. (If everyone took a turn, they would have a year covered.)   
 
BCL has a pretty standard schedule established, but inclusion in the Friday emails may help people plan.  
Laminated directions for running the evening so leaders can have the confidence to lead, signage, etc 
Perhaps a “How to do 100 Hands” training session during a Sunday education hour. 
Volunteers are capable, but often have to leave early.  5:45pm to 7:30pm is the time commitment. 
Does the BOR want this to continue and can we work with the BCL to make sure it happens? There was 
consensus among the board.  Mary and Sue volunteered to spearhead some informational/recruitments 
sessions. 
 

 Radical Hospitality Update-Peter (in EJ’s absence) EJ did a fine job presenting at the Leadership 
 Council/Deacon Joint meeting. Concentrated on relationships in the neighborhood, St. Stephens, Family Tree 
 Clinic, Simpson. Meeting was very positive. Deacons are committed to continue to work on Racial Justice and 
 truly investigate our land use.  The point is to create partnerships so that action can arise organically. 

  

 Staff Report-Hannah Align Minneapolis Emergency Rental Assistance Program has restarted after finding a 
 full time person for the coordinator position.  

 Some UCC churches are engaging in a Christian Revival event  during this election year. Saturday, Feb 28th. 

 

 Other items-Peter E. Karen Barstad requested that BOR sponsor a service project event at Plymouth Church. 
 She is gathering a group of work colleagues to assemble feminine hygiene kits to be donated to the Groveland 
 Food Shelf. The date and time for this event haven’t been set, but it will probably occur in the afternoon during the 
 week of April 20, 2020.  The board agreed to sponsor the event.  

 Sally asked if Plymouth has NarCan kits in the building. Hannah said yes. There was some discussion around 
 their use and awareness that most people do not know how how to administer the drug. Hannah is going to 
 suggest a Sunday Forum topic/training surrounding the issue. 

 

 

 

Next Meeting 
6:30pm March 11, 2020 

 

Respectfully submitted by 
Peter Vitale, secretary 

http://airmail.calendar/2020-04-20%2012:00:00%20CDT
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