
 

Minutes Procedure 

Minute-taker submits draft to group within 10 days of meeting; members have 7 days to submit revisions (no 
response is treated as approval). 

If any revisions, minute-taker forwards revised draft to group within 3 days for electronic approval; members have 2 
days to respond (no response is treated as approval). 

Minute-taker submits approved minutes in Microsoft Word format to the Ministry Assistant for Programs (Doug 
Freeman, dougf@plymouth.org) upon approval. 

LEADERSHIP COUNCIL  
Meeting Minutes 
Wednesday, March 25, 2020 

Attendance: 

Yes No   Yes No  

■  Sarah Lehman, Chair  ■  Peter Eichten, Outreach 

■  Jason Schuller, Chair Elect  ■  Becky Dougherty, Spiritual Formation 

■  Nancy Gores, Secretary  ■  Nancy Geertz-Larson, Worship 

 ■ Brad Wieman , Community Life   ■ Mary Welfling, Archivist 

■  Jill Hennesen, Finance and Administration  ■  Paula Northwood, Acting Senior Minister  

■  Cyn Bloom, Fine Arts  ■  Beth Faeth, Minister for Congregational Care and Worship 

GUESTS: Seth Patterson (Staff), Heidi McCallister (Co-Chair Community Life), Sonia Cairns(Racial Justice Initiative), 
Catherine Shreves (Racial Justice Initiative) 

Actions Taken: 

Item 1.  Minutes of the previous meeting were approved electronically. 
 

Meditation 

Mediation/Prayer  

Jill Hennesen provided our opening Mediation Poem about how “History will Remember” this pandemic time.   
 

Discussion 

Clergy Reports:             

Paula Northwood,  Acting Senior Minister:  Based on information as of today from the Governor and 
the UCC, it is unlikely our building will be open before Mid-May.  The Easter Service will be available on-
line.  We have also purchased the equipment to livestream.  Our Plymouth work and connections are being 
done through Zoom.  The Church has a Zoom account and Doug Freeman can assist in setting up a Zoom 
meeting. Plymouth currently is paying its staff for 40 hours, in part due to a generous donation by a 
member.   A new Communications and Marketing Manager has been hired to start April 1, 2020:  Elizabeth 
Blanchette. 

Beth Faeth, Minister for Congregational Care and Worship:  We have made arrangements for an on-
line presence, including morning mediations, mid-day music by Philip Brunelle, evening Nighttime with 
Nina story reads, and 2020 or 8:20 contemplative prayer, all available through Plymouth’s web page.  
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These are pre-recorded and it would be fun to release a “Blooper Edition.” Beth is working  on finding 
Plymouth members to make calls and to five households in our 1500 membership to check-in, build 
community and see how we are doing during this pandemic.  

An update on the search for ministers:    
 
Paula and Peter Eichten (who is on the search committee for a lead minister) advised that the search 
process has slowed down due to physical distancing during the global pandemic.  Peter advised they had 24 
applicants and had conducted first round Zoom interviews with 8.  Absent the pandemic, the process would 
be to narrow the field and bring some in for in-person interviews.  Due to the pandemic, the search 
committee may do second interviews by Zoom.  But then search process will likely come to a standstill until 
it is safe to travel and hold in-person interviews before the candidate and committee can arrive at a 
recommendation.   Paula is willing to be our Acting Lead Minister until we find the right person.  
 
Paula advised that the moderator Brian Siska and others are working on how to hold a congregational 
meeting physically distanced and vote on calling Seth Patterson as Minister of Spiritual Formation and 
Theater. 
 
Report from Board of Finance and Administration:  
 
Jill Hennesen updated us on the work of the BOFA.  As of today, 100% of the Leadership Council and the 
BOFA have made pledges.  On average the 78% of the Boards have made pledges.  Over 100 pledging units 
that pledged last year have not made pledges this year.  The BOFA and Paula continue to work on the 
proposed budget to be presented to the Deacons and at our Annual Meeting. 
 
Next Meeting 
 
Our next meeting will be by Zoom on April 22, 2020, at 6PM.  It will include discussion of Canoeing the 
Mountains, Chapters 7-11. 

 

 

Respectfully submitted, 
Nancy Gores, secretary  


