
 

Minutes Procedure 

Minute-taker submits a draft to the group within 10 days of meeting; members have 7 days to submit revisions (no 
response is treated as approval). 

If any revisions, minute-taker forwards revised draft to group within 3 days for electronic approval; members have 2 
days to respond (no response is treated as approval). 

Minute-taker submits approved minutes in Microsoft Word format to the Ministry Assistant for Programs (Doug 
Freeman, dougf@plymouth.org) upon approval. 

BOARD OF WORSHIP 
Agenda/Meeting Minutes 
Wednesday, June 17, 2020 

Attendance: 

Yes No   Yes No  

■  Mary Baker (2022)  ■  Nicole Gjevre (2022) 

 x Jamie Bonczyk (2020)  ■  Chris Lance (2022) 

■  Andrea Bubula (2021)  ■  Penelope Needham (2020) 

■  Beth Faeth, Staff Liaison  ■  Andy Schou (2022) 

■  Jenny French (2022)  ■  Maureen Tanis (2021) 

■  Nancy Geertz-Larson (2020), Chair  ■  Lisa Matre 

    ■  John Bauer 

New Members:  Jon Bauer & Lisa Matre 

Actions Taken: 

Item 1. Minutes of the previous meeting electronically approved. 

Item 2.  

Item 3. 

Focusing Ourselves 

Opening thought:  Nancy GL 

 from Sojourners article:  Christianity’s First Pandemic , written by Rose Marie Berger 

  “Today we don’t know the full extent of the coronavirus pandemic or its future impact on 
transnational economics, governments, or societies.  But we do know that the things we believed impossible became 
possible overnight.  We wonder too what the role of the church is in this “cruel scourge”.  It is still to feed the hungry, 
heal the sick, bury the dead.  And, like John of Ephesus, to remember to tell the story of God’s mercy and goodness, 
even amid unbearable grief.   

The Covenant:  We covenant with you, O God, and one with another, and do bind ourselves in your presence to walk 
together in all your ways, according as you are pleased to reveal yourself to us in your blessed word of truth. 

Welcome to new board members, Lisa Matre and John Bauer,  & introductions 

● For everyone:  What is something new you have tried or learned during the pandemic? 
● Current members:  What has been a highlight for you serving on this board? 
● New members:  What are you looking forward to as a member of this board? 
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Organization for the coming year 

Chris will introduce new ideas to manage the work of the board 

● rotating minute-taker 
○ The group agreed that in addition to volunteers for “opening thought” and “closing thought” there 

will also be an opportunity to volunteer to take minutes at the next meeting. 
● expand membership of working committees beyond current board members 

○ Be prepared at the July meeting to volunteer to serve on one of the committees.   Committee 
members don’t have to be current board members.  If you have suggestions for committee 
members, please communicate with the committee coordinator 

● “chair emeritus” and “chair-elect” ideas 
○ To provide more continuity, we will try this year having a “chair emeritus” (Nancy GL) to partner with 

Chris.  Next year, plan to have a “chair elect” to partner with Chris 

Overview of committees: 

First Service 

Andy is current coordinator. 

Second Service 

Maureen Tanis is current coordinator.  Members include Penny, Philip Brunelle, Dan Dressen, Martha Brown, Karen 
Barstad, Jan Rabbers, Beth Hoffman Faeth, Don Doberstein. Don Mackenzie served as a consultant.  

Communion Preparation 

This group prepares Communion elements for both First Service and Second Service.  Mary Baker is current 
coordinator.   

Second Service Worship Host Coordination (greeters & ushers) 

We need someone to volunteer to coordinate this once in-person worship resumes.  There is a group of regular 
volunteers.   

Podcast 

This committee didn’t get “off the ground”. 

Memorial Committee 

Lois Larson & Katherine Ferrand coordinate this committee.  The committee coordinates support for funerals and 
memorial services.  We need a board member to liaison with them. 

Mary Baker has agreed to be the liaison to this committee. 

 

Beth’s report 

Clergy record their parts of the service on Thursday each week.  The musicians record for 2 services so only gather in-
person every 2  weeks.  Last Sunday for the first time a member recorded themselves lighting the Peace Candle.  The 
video was forwarded to Chris Bonhoff and incorporated into the worship recording.  There are 60-70 people who 
watch the Sunday Service on Facebook “live”.  There are several hundred people who watch at other times, either on 
Plymouth’s YouTube channel or on Facebook.  There are people tuning into the Sunday service from around the 
country.  There has been some thought about having a virtual “guest book”.   

Clergy and Church Leaders have decided that Plymouth will not have in-person worship at least until December 1.  
Beth shared the concept that in order to be inclusive, we should wait to hold in-person worship until it is safe for 
everyone, including those with underlying health conditions, to worship together.   

The team producing Sunday worship services are looking for ways to add different, interesting elements while still 
working to shorten the service to 30 minutes, especially since people’s summer schedules are different.  In addition to 
members filming themselves lighting the Peace candle, other members could film themselves doing a reading or 
performing music and that recording could be incorporated into the worship recording. 
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The clergy have received a request for “parking lot worship”.  Some churches are trying this.  Everyone stays in their 
cars and listens to the service via their radio.  The L-shape of Plymouth’s parking lot poses logistical challenges.  This 
idea would necessitate people “reserving” a slot for worship.  There would need to be an investment in new 
equipment.  Since few of Plymouth’s members live in the neighborhood, attendees would have to drive to the parking 
lot, creating a negative environmental impact.  Board members agreed it would be better to focus our energy on 
other options. 

Neighborhood groups have requested use of the parking lot for open-air events.  There is no access to the building.  
Because some parking spaces are rented to businesses, there is limited space available.   The Juneteenth celebration 
sponsored by a neighborhood group will be in the area of the parking lot near Door #1.  If people want information 
about these events, it is available on Plymouth’s Facebook page. 

Seth will be ordained on June 28th via Zoom.  Once everyone can gather in person, there will be a formal installation. 

Current non-Sunday on-line offerings: 

● Morning Meditation (has 150-200 views) 
● Philip’s musical moments (has the highest viewership since Vocalessence also posts these) 
● Night-time with Nina (don’t know viewership) 
● 8:20 contemplative prayer via Zoom (don’t know numbers) 
● daily reflection via email 

Brainstorm ideas for next 6 months 

Goals:  provide additional ways to strengthen connections and deepen worship experience 

Ideas: 

● Hold “watch parties”.  One fellowship group meets via Zoom to watch the Sunday service together.  
Individuals could also arrange small in-person watch parties. 

● Plymouth Contemplative Group meets in-person in a group of 10 or less.  They meet outside and  keep 6 feet 
apart.   

● Could there be collaboration among the Downtown Churches for non-Sunday on-line options?  Right now 
Plymouth’s clergy tapes Morning Meditations for 5 days/week.  Clergy are feeling stretched and will be taking 
a break from creating Morning Meditations for the month of July.  Options: 

○ If other churches are also offering “daily meditations”, could Plymouth post on its Facebook page 
meditations from other churches and vice versa? 

○ Could already recorded meditations be repeated during July?  Someone would need to review in 
advance and choose meditations to be “re-broadcast” 

○ Could the frequency be reduced from 5 days/week to 2 days/week? 
○ Could lay leaders record themselves reading pastoral prayers, scripture or poetry and then that 

recording be added to the Plymouth Facebook page? 
○ Beth, Laura Caviani and Daryl Boudreaux  will experiment with a 10 minute offering that 

incorporates poetry, prayer and improvised music (piano & percussion) 
○ follow up sessions for people to discuss reflections on the service - this could be via Zoom, likely on 

Monday or Tuesday 
● How could we create “church within a church”?  Small groups gathering for contemplative prayer, for service 

“watch parties”, other things we haven’t even thought of yet.  Is there a way for members of the 
congregation to share ideas with each other on how they are creating “church within a church”?...ways they 
are staying connected when we can’t gather as a large group?  Encourage people to self-organize. 

Next Meeting 

July 15, 2020 at 6:30 pm via Zoom 

Opening:  Jenny French 

Closing:  Andrea Bubula 



4 

Minute Taker:  Mary Baker 

 

 

Going Forth from this Virtual Space 

Closing:  Penny Needham 

"The exits were entrances in disguise."   - Shannon B. 
                      I Can't Keep My Own Secrets: Six-Word Memoirs by Teens Famous & Obscure 

       Edited by Larry Smith and Rachel Fersheiser  
Respectfully submitted, 
                                        

 Nancy Geertz-Larson, June minute-taker                       


