
 

Minutes	Procedure	
Minute-taker submits draft to group within 10 days of meeting; members have 7 days to submit revisions (no 
response is treated as approval). 

If any revisions, minute-taker forwards revised draft to group within 3 days for electronic approval; members have 2 
days to respond (no response is treated as approval). 

Minute-taker submits approved minutes in Microsoft Word format to the Ministry Assistant to Clergy (Doug Freeman, 
dougf@plymouth.org) upon approval. 

LEADERSHIP	COUNCIL	
Meeting	Minutes	
Wednesday,	November	4,	2020	

Attendance: 

Yes No   Yes No  
■  Jason Schuller, Chair  ■  John Gisselquist, Spiritual Formation 
■  Nancy Gores, Chair Elect  ■  Chris Lance, Worship 
■  Anne Seltz, Secretary  ■  Mary Welfling, Archivist 
■  Heidi McCallister, Community Life  ■  Paula Northwood, Acting Senior Minister 
■  Mike McGettigan, Finance and Administration   X Beth Faeth, Minister for Congregational Care and Worship 
■  Cyn Bloom, Fine Arts  ■  Seth Patterson, Minister for Spiritual Formation and Theater 
■  Mary Jordan, Outreach     

GUESTS: Anne Gustafson, Director of Operations, Plymouth; Catherine Shreeves and Sonia Cairns, Racial Justice 
Initiative. 

Actions	Taken:	
Item 1. Minutes of the previous meeting electronically approved. 

Item 2. Cyn Bloom moved that Plymouth does not hold the Christmas Festival in 2020, Chris Lance seconded, Motion 
passed. 

Clergy	Reports:		
Because clergy needed to leave early the check-in was postponed. 

Paula Northwood, Acting Senior Minister, is nearing her retirement December 31, 2020. Her current major activity is 
to offer leadership for our future Playground site. The current site on Groveland Avenue is unsafe and inconvenient. It 
is far removed from the education wing. Folk who spend time near the current playground area sometimes leave drug 
needles and body waste which must be cleared each morning by Plymouth security staff and/or school staff. Recent 
shooting nearby made it imperative that Plymouth consider a safer location for our children. Paula discussed funding 
resources with the Board of Finance. That Board discussed funding and shared their suggestions with the Moderator. 
The Deacons chose to schedule an information gathering zoom meeting for membership. They have obtained 
estimates for creating the playground on part of the current rain garden on the Franklin side of the Education wing. 
She/they have gathered information and will present it to the congregation at the zoom meeting, Sunday, November 
8th, 11:30 am. 

Seth Patterson, Minister of Spiritual Formation and Theater, supported the action suggested by Paula Northwood. He 
then addressed the issue of the annual Christmas Festival and suggested that the LC consider canceling the event this 
year because of the Covid 19 and its effect on the available use of our building. Also, many activities are in the 
planning stages to celebrate the holidays and to create a special celebration for Paula’s time with us. There was much 
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discussion about the history and evolving purpose of the Christmas Festival and its value as an intergenerational 
event which included crafts, food, storytelling, carol singing and has been enjoyed by many. See motion above. 

Both Paula and Seth left to complete preparation for special service scheduled at 7:00. 

Jason Schuller, Chair, then led the member check in. Members had opportunity to discuss their feelings about and 
responses to the election on the 3rd.  Much sadness expressed about our divided country and that soul-searching is 
needed to consider Plymouth’s role in healing because divided families exist among our members as well as in the 
community. 

Anne Gustafson, Director of Operations, Plymouth, provided more details regarding the playground issue. State 
regulations will be met. Groveland Food Shelf, adjacent to current playground, is serving around 8000 people a 
month and some registered sex offenders are among that number as well as active drug users: not a safe space for 
children. Planning includes police, current tenant as well as Plymouth staff and Boards. There will not be a wall but a 
fence so that police can see inside the space. Mary Welfling, archivist, reminded us that the rain garden was a 
requirement for education wing construction approval. Anne Gustafson said that part of the rain garden would 
remain and that the playground flooring would be permeable. Estimates have ranged from $190,000 to $300,000. 
Upon approval partial work will begin this late fall with completion next year. Playground will serve toddlers and 
preschoolers. The planning includes not just the current school tenants’ needs and wishes but potential tenants. A 
Montessori school declined a contract at one time because of the current location of the playground. Board of 
Finance discussed and forwarded to the Moderator their suggestions. The Deacons decided to bring the issue forward 
to a membership information gathering meeting (scheduled for November 8, 2020). 

COVID 19 policies. The strong advisory group which includes two Medical Doctors, clergy and Anne Gustafson 
continues to meet weekly for policy development and adjustments. IF ANY QUESTIONS CONTACT ANNE. 

Jason then spoke about ongoing LC plans. The LC has requested each Board present a monthly summary report to the 
secretary prior to the monthly meeting; secretary collates reports and sends to LC members prior to monthly 
meeting. Nancy Gores, former LC secretary, will send members a copy of a previous report to familiarize current 
Board chairs with process.  At most monthly meetings, one Board will provide an in-depth report and offer the 
opening reading/meditation. The Fine Arts Board will provide their report at our February meeting. At this time, the 
Board who will present at the December meeting has not been determined. At our December meeting we will review 
the purpose and board structure of the LC. 

Meeting adjourned by chair Jason Schuller at 7:00 pm. 

Nest meeting is Wednesday, December 2, 6:00 pm. 

Respectfully submitted, 
Anne Seltz, secretary 


