
 

 

BOARD OF OUTREACH 

Meeting Minutes 
6:30pm, Wednesday, 12-9, 2020 Via Zoom 
 
Attendance: 

Yes No   Yes No  
x  Hannah Campbell Gustafson, Outreach Coordinator  x  Birdie Cunningham (2022) 
x  Gina Cassellius (2023)  x  Mary Jordan, Chair (2021) 
x  Sally Cassellius (2022)  x  E.J. Kelley (2022) 
x  Jim Christenson (2023)  x  Sue Moses (2021) 
x  Chris Church (2021)  x  Rusty Nelson (2023) 
    x x Gingie Ward (2021) 

The opening meditation was delivered by Jim Christenson, from Isaiah.  

Checking in Family traditions for advent and Xmas 

• Rusty: quieter holidays. 5 year-old grandson learning to read 
• Jim:  putting the tree up. Time has felt different—the bad things highlight the good things 
• Sally—going to the food shelf is great.  Grateful for the Foodshelf, good for her spirit.  
• Gina-small Thanksgiving, vegetarian, watching movies over the holidays 
• EJ—changes—interesting what traditions you hold onto and what you re-invent 
• Sue—very open with each other about presents: “I’m on Amazon, what do you want?” 
• Birdie—excited. Sent out an e-mail to our people, about the Nativity Drive By, importance of 

donations to the foods shelf—lots of responses. Working with Treadle in St. Paul to make face 
masks and then Birdie gives them out.  400!! 

• Paula, this month for me is bittersweet. So any chance I get to see you is wonderful 
• Gingie—had turkey at Thanksgiving, mostly vegetarian otherwise. Sister in law just died a 

couple days ago.  Hard loss. Appreciates the support. 
 
Paula: Current Spending 

• As our dollars were constricted, we really keep giving to the same organizations, same list, and 
there was no need to have a special committee and it was decided to come under this board.  

• We budget 100k, but we promise 150k, and the extra comes from the offerings at Christmas 
and Easter.  We’ve picked 3 orgs for the offering we get at Christmas: $8k for Simpson Housing, 
$10k for Align, $10k for Division of Indian Works.   

• What if we get more that $28k? Where will/would it go?  Chris made a motion that any money 
over $28k goes to Align for Emergency Rental Assistance. EJ seconded. Motion passed. 

• Normally at Christmas we get 35-40k. This might be less but will hopefully be 28k for those 
three. 

 

Updates—Hannah 

• Voted via e-mail to give $2k to the Homeless Memorial Service 
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• And $500 to Nicollet Square for holiday gifts. 

Volunteering Scheduling Ideas 

• Jim: Exploring using an app. Emily Venille uses Sign-up Genius.  

• Hannah: using the app, changing the website to make it easier to sign up to volunteer. 
Remember for certain volunteer positions there needs to be more than just clicking on an app. 
For some there are background checks, and/or other vetting, whereas others might not require 
that.  Need Elizabeth to help on this so it coordinates with the website.  

• Rusty said if the volunteer activity is within Plymouth, we should do the vetting, if it’s another 
organization that org should do the vetting.  

• Jim: importance of coordination across the church. Not sure if that’s an Outreach Board 
function. Deacons? 

• Birdie—need to store these lists of volunteers somewhere in the church.  

• Mary—would be best to have it on our website, there’s a list of volunteer opportunities—a 
person clicks on Groveland Food Shelf, for example, and that triggers an e-mail to the 
administrator of that program, who then connects with the applicant regarding the next 
steps—whether there’s a vetting/clearing process etc. And maybe at that point the applicant is 
connected through the app, if that organization wants to use it. 

Mary: Asks all of us to connect with the committees for which we are the liaison  

Mary: Highlighting the work of Racial Justice: active group of 16 people doing very impactful things. 

EJ: Racial Justice and public safety. A group is forming at Plymouth –Re-Imagining Community Safety 
Team. Meeting every two weeks or so around the idea that the faith community should meet together 
and speak with one voice about community safety, racial justice, homelessness and other issues. 
Plymouth appears to be sort of a leader in this effort right now, but the point is how do we raise our 
voice as a collective voice. 

Values: Race Equity, Collaboration, Inclusive Decision-Making, Risk-Taking, Listen deeply and amplify 
voices 

The City sent out a survey—how do citizens and groups feel about various events that could happen, 
and what City personnel should be sent, etc.   

EJ will continue to update us. He will send us all the survey and we should all respond. 

How do we do a Plymouth response? 

 

Hannah and Mary have been talking…..what are some things we want to work on? 

• We should probably wait til DuWayne gets here to jump into anything new:  

• 100 Hands is on Hold. Once it’s warmer out, try to do some outdoor 100 Hands 
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• Families Moving Forward—our next week is not til August, and it’s not clear whether people 
will be in churches or not.  We’ll be partnering with the Basilica.  Would love some involvement 
from an additional person from the church. 

• Part of what boards can do right now is support each other. Okay not to have a lot of big new 
projects right now.  

• Jim: should others in the community get our Friday e-mail?  

• Birdie: We always seem to be talking or struggling about communication.  Let’s have Elizabeth 
come talk to us. 

• Rusty: there’s extra food that the Mpls School system is throwing away. EJ can Groveland take 
it? Mary, EJ and Rusty will connect. 

 

Next Meeting:  

 
January 13 
February 10 
March  10 
April  14     
 

Respectfully submitted by 
Sue Moses, secretary 
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