
 

 

BOARD	OF	OUTREACH	

Meeting	Minutes	
6:30pm,	Wednesday,	January	13,	2021	 Via	Zoom	
 
Attendance: 

Yes No   Yes No  
x  Hannah Campbell Gustafson, Outreach Coordinator  x  Birdie Cunningham (2022) 
x  Gina Cassellius (2023)  x  Mary Jordan, Chair (2021) 
x  Sally Cassellius (2022)  x  E.J. Kelley (2022) 
x  Jim Christenson (2023)  x  Sue Moses (2021) 
x  Chris Church (2021)  x  Rusty Nelson (2023) 
    x  Gingie Ward (2021) 

The opening meditation was delivered by Sue Moses.  

 
Communications Update: Elizabeth Blanchette 

Elizabeth joined us in April of 2020 as Director of Marketing and Communications.  She has made a 
huge impact.  She has improved the website to make navigation more intuitive and easier to find—like 
the worship service!  Which used to be a little tricky to get to.  

Elizabeth talked about our presence on social media: We are pretty visible on Facebook.  Twitter and 
U-tube not as much—their goal is to get people to the website. 

Doug Freeman in the church office is the one who maintains the lists and sends e-mails out, such as the 
Friday e-mail.  Elizabeth manages all the social media. 

Elizabeth said Outreach can have its own page on the website—several other boards do that.  
Everyone is pretty interested in doing this.  We will need a couple volunteers who are interested in this 
to work with Elizabeth. 

1.) Having our own page on the Plymouth website would be a great way to get volunteers –in an 
organized way—the user would hit a central button (“Do you want to volunteer at the food 
shelf?”) click, and then they get linked to that program.   

2.) Birdie had the question do we keep track of who has volunteered, or expressed interest in 
volunteering, for various projects.  That is Doug’s world.  Mary will reach out to him as that 
should be a part of the volunteering linkage on our webpage. 

 

Updates: (Liaison, funds, 100 hands): Mary 

Mary reviewed the liaison contact lists.  Sally volunteered for Families Moving Forward, Gingie 
volunteered for Lydia Apartments and Jim volunteered for the Cuba Connection.  

100 Hands: Outreach needs a metric, a tangible thing to do for this year. 100 Hands seems the 
natural fit.  We can partner with the Board of Community Life--chair is Heidi McAllister.  with Mary 
Piper might also be involved.  100 Hands could be done outdoors in our parking lot once it’s warm 
enough.  Rusty volunteered to work on this. 
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Sue brought up the initiative around housing for the people (mostly Native Americans) who sleep 
on our lawn during the summer. This is a complicated issue that EJ Kelly has done a ton of work on.  
He said he’d been in contact with Michael Goze, CEO of American Indian Community Development 
Corporation (AICDC) last year before COVID hit.  The idea was that Plymouth, led by Outreach, 
would come up with the funding to purchase a house in the neighborhood that AICDC would then 
operate.  Great solution; it just went by the wayside during the pandemic.  EJ said he’ll be in touch 
with Michael again in the near future and get the issue resurrected. 

Homeless Memorial Service: EJ  

We will host this event again: December 16, 2021.  We provide a lot of volunteers, but no money.   
Jim moved, Chris Church seconded, and it was approved. Simpson would like us to make a multi-
year commitment—we will discuss sometime this summer.  

 

Align and FMF Updates: Hannah 

Align  

Align has a group called the “Organizing Team”—a group of church members (not just Plymouth, 
many Align church members).  They meet once a month with Align staff, then go back to their 
congregations to get people engaged in working on initiatives—gathering bikes to fix up and 
donate, furniture, etc. 

It seemed to Sue like ALIGN had broadened its scope since it was the Downtown Congregations to 
End Homelessness. Hannah said it would be great if we had a whole team that works on Align, like 
we do with Beacon.  Then there was a big discussion about whether these two groups do some of 
the same things and is there overlap.  Can we and should we do both?  Birdie said that DeWayne 
should be involved in this decision.  We believe DeWayne’s church was an Align church, but we do 
not know how active they were.  When we get a chance to talk to DeWayne, we should get his 
input.  Mary will ask Hannah to go ahead and do that. 

Families Moving Forward 

Hannah was hoping to get another person from the congregation to be a part of the meetings with 
the Basilica, who is our sister church regarding FMF. Sally volunteered. 

 

Beacon: Bring It Home Minnesota: Mary 

There is a big zoom meeting on Jan 21st where Beacon will kick off its legislative agenda to help 
fund its Minnesota rent subsidy program. Their bill has been introduced in the House.  There was a 
huge push to get people to sign up, because if they get 300 people, legislators will come. And now 
Melissa Hortman has agreed to come. ( We don’t know about Paul Gizelka.)  That is good, but keep 
signing up if you are interested.  The more the better!! 

Remember Communications and Volunteering: Mary 

As we parted, Mary reminded us to think about how we can utilize communications tools more 
effectively to improve and expand our volunteering.   
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February 10 
March  10 
April  14     
 

Respectfully submitted by 
Sue Moses, secretary 


