
 

Minutes	Procedure	

Minute-taker submits draft to group within 10 days of meeting; members have 7 days to submit revisions (no 
response is treated as approval). 

If any revisions, minute-taker forwards revised draft to group within 3 days for electronic approval; members have 2 
days to respond (no response is treated as approval). 

Minute-taker submits approved minutes in Microsoft Word format to the Ministry Assistant for Programs (Doug 
Freeman, dougf@plymouth.org) upon approval. 

BOARD	OF	SPIRITUAL	FORMATION 

Meeting	Minutes 
Wednesday,	March	11,	2021 

Attendance: 
Yes No   Yes No  
■  Kristin Bottemiller (2022)   ■ Seth Patterson, Minister for Spiritual Formation and Theater 
■  Anne Cheatham (2022)  ■  Emily Moses-Thomsen (2023) 
■  Corbin Dillon (2021)  ■  Josh Scharback (2022) 
■  John Gisselquist (2023)  ■  Johanna Schussler (2021), Chair 
■  Renée Macomber (2022)   ■ Stacy Yoakiem (2021) 

GUESTS: list 

Agenda:	
1. 6:30 - Arrival/Check in 

2. Opening: Kristin -  Prayer of St. Francis of Assisi 
3. Updates/Announcements 

Find out how many members we have to have and are we limited to 9? When does the Nomination 
Committee need to have it’s suggestions. We would like to continue the co/chair model for every other 
year. Renee- Shoutout to Nina and Dylan for all the activities they are organizing for children and youth.  
They are truly valuable for our families and their children to keep our programs robust!  How can we 
recognize Nina’s work, especially during the pandemic, in how hard she has worked for our families, 
before the whole congregation. Bring Seth to the conversation and think about what would be 
meaningful to her.  Johanna will speak to Seth about this idea. 

A. Review Committee updates 

From Josh: Hazel requests for volunteers for the Library to help organize an event with 
members of the church purchase books for the church from a bookstore owned by a person of 
color and possibly online (local? does she have suggestions?) Members of BoSF suggested:  
Louise Erdrich - Birchbark, 1st independent black woman owned, Moon Palace? 

Anne: Spiritual Exploration received many proposals and they will review them.  Will be 
publicizing soon as well.  Their term goes from May to August.  Line up for the Fall is coming 
along. 

 
 
4.Budget Review Discussion 
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A. What stands out to you? 
B. What is surprising? 

C. What questions do you have: 
1. 100 hands budget, who is in charge of that and is this something we want to adjust?   
2. Gift Bibles line increased to purchase books for the library. Does this allow Nina to 

purchase books when she needs them rather than waiting? Should we clarify this with 
her? 

3. Looking at budget line items 3267 (Family Life - proposed rename to "Family Life and 
Special Events") and 3267 (Sr. High - proposed rename to "Sr High/Young Adult 
Ministry") the board wondered whether there was opportunity for partnership with the 
Board of Community Life in these areas. 

4. Without T45, we are still asking for about a 10k increase and is that 
appropriate/realistic? After discussion, we agreed that the increase is reasonable, due to 
the growth and investment in the children and youth programs over the past few years, 
and the addition of the Contemplatives group to our Board's budget. 

5. In the past Nina has had to scavenge and look for sales and cost cutting methods for 
supplies and programming and she shouldn’t have to spend her time and energy doing 
that. 

6. Can Renee go back to Nina to ask about specifics about the Family Life activities( living 
nativity, pot lucks…) 

7. What are the crossovers with T45 and the board of Fine Arts?  How often do they fund 
theater type programming and is this an opportunity to share the work? 

8. Renee contacted Nina and got an itemization for the requested $6000 for all the 
programming under Family Life and Special Events. 

D. What does this budget say about out Board’s priorities 

1. Supporting the work and growth of our committees 
2. Many of these connection are also intergenerational 
3. These programs are inviting to a set of people that may not normally go to a church or 

feel comfortable in a church. 
4. The library wants to buy more books!  We should support that! We want to increase the 

line item to $1,000 to support them and the committee members should not be paying 
out of pocket for books or solely relying on donations. 

● Kristin makes a motion to accept the proposed budget, Anne seconds.  Proposal passes 7 yay 
votes and 2 absent. 

E. The board discussed and agreed that this budget proposal is consistent with how we said we'd 
know that we're being successful 

6. Reflection/Closure 

7. 8:00 Adjourn 

 

Next	Meeting	
April 8 6:30pm 

 

Respectfully submitted, 
Corbin Dillon, secretary 


