
 

Minutes Procedure 

Minute-taker submits draft to group within 10 days of meeting; members have 7 days to submit revisions (no 
response is treated as approval). 

If any revisions, minute-taker forwards revised draft to group within 3 days for electronic approval; members have 2 
days to respond (no response is treated as approval). 

Minute-taker submits approved minutes in Microsoft Word format to the Ministry Assistant for Programs (Doug 
Freeman, dougf@plymouth.org) upon approval. 

BOARD OF WORSHIP 
June 16, 2021 
Agenda/Meeting Minutes 
 

Attendance: 

Yes No   Yes No  

■  Mary Baker (2022)  ■  Nicole Gjevre (2022) 

■  Jon Bauer (2023)  ■  Chris Lance (2022) Chair 

■  Andrea Bubula (2021)  ■  Lisa Matre (2023) 

■  Beth Faeth, Staff Liaison  ■  Andy Schou (2022) 

     x Jenny French (2022)  ■  Maureen Tanis (2021) 

       

GUESTS: Nancy Geertz-Larson 

Actions Taken: 

Item 1. Minutes of the previous meeting electronically approved. 

Item 2.  

Item 3. 

Focusing Ourselves 

Opening thought:  Lisa, "Bodhisattva Prayer for Humanity" by Shantideva 

 

Unison Reading: 

Board of Worship Racial Justice Covenant (developed in 2018) 

Oh God, as people of faith, we as the Board of Worship covenant with you, with one another and to Plymouth Congregational 
Church to: 

·  Become better informed about people of other races and cultures, that we may overcome the fears and 
misconceptions that exist; 

·  Consider how issues of racial prejudice and privilege affect each person with whom we come in contact; 

·   Discover and acknowledge practices and structures that may be racist within Plymouth Congregational 
Church and our supporting faith community; 

·  Work to erase the sins of racism and injustice where they exist in Plymouth Congregational Church and 
within our faith community; and 
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·  Prayerfully heed Your call to embrace people of all races.” 

 

 

Beth’s Report 

Beth reflected on the past 2 weeks with “worship under the big tent.”   She has heard occasional comments from 
people wondering about returning to worship in the sanctuary.  The Covid Team commits to reaching this goal on 
Rally Day.  A “soft” opening may happen in August;  a decision about this will be made in July.   

Other thoughts related to moving toward fuller use of the sanctuary and church building include: 
 *   The tent has had a variety of uses. 
 *   Boards will hold off meeting in person until the fall.  Arrangements are being made for hybrid meetings. 
 *   Some priority will be given to recovery groups which meet in the building. 
 *   Return to fuller functioning takes time. 
 *   The Covid Team has been following a 2 out of 3 option in making reopening choices:  indoor/outdoor  
      option, mask/no mask, maintaining distance. Nancy suggested that an article in the Flame would be 
helpful  
                    to the congregation in explaining  these options.   
 

Feedback on 9 a.m. Outdoor Service 

People attending the 9 a.m. service have been OK with wearing masks.  Music has returned with singing 
and the jazz trio.  Children can use outdoor chalk rather than crayons.  Beth had provided an altar and 
flowers.  Worship Hosts greet people and hand out song sheets.  The order of the service is posted on a big 
board.  Setting up for the service is an extra job for security and the custodians. 

Various board members expressed their positive impressions of the early outdoor service, especially 
people’s willingness to participate with prayer and the prayers they expressed.  Andrea’s comment that it 
“felt good and spontaneous” summed it up. 
 *  Bags of helpful items are available at the information table for people in the neighborhood or 
      others who stop by.   
 *  Attendance at June 6 service was about 130 and on June 13 was about 90.  

 *  June 20 is Youth Sunday;  Nina is planning the service.   
 *  On July 4, Tracy Blackman of the National UCC Staff will be a part of the service.  

 

Update on the 11 a.m. Video Service 

Elizabeth reports 750 to 1000 views per week of our video service.  Going forward, remembering the needs of our 
virtual audience is important.  Nancy has discovered some information about distance attenders by looking at their FB 
comments. 

Interest in greeting for the Facebook live service is lagging.  If anyone on the board wishes to greet people before the 
service, you are welcome to do this.  However, we will be relaxed about this job during the summer especially 
considering that some of us will be attending the 9 a.m. service. 
     

 

Recognition for Worship Staff 

Idea:  a brunch at 10am on a Sunday there is no Sunday Forum.  Invite everyone involved in making worship services 
happen, including folks “behind the scenes”. 
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The board favors the idea of a 10 a.m. brunch for all of the people who have contributed to the worship services and 
kept the church operational during the past year. Three Sundays were proposed and July 25 was chosen.  The  date is 
far enough away that people can plan appropriately to attend.  Many of the board members will be away on 7/25.  A 
continental type brunch will be arranged with one of the caterers.  Andrea, Lisa, and Mary are available to help set up 
the brunch on the 25th.  Nancy will leave cards of appreciation with Emily. 

 

Additional Services 

“Sundays at 5”...or Sundays at 4...or Sundays at 6 

Worship services or other groups on Sunday evenings would support the Growth Task Force initiative by expanding 
what the church offers.  Chris proposes that each Sunday of the month can have a different offering.  The Evensong 
service which Beth has done would be one.  In addition, a contemplative service with chanting and readings as well as 
a study group are other ideas.  Chris plans to develop these ideas further. 

At the present time, take-away meals are given out each Sunday from 5 to 6 p.m. outside by one of the entrances.  
Coordinating the meal and other Sunday activities was discussed as not being a problem of interfering with each 
other.  

 

Board Transitions 

With the return of in-person worship we need to activate the committees.   

With this June meeting, Chris is concluding his term as board chair.  Maureen will take over the position.  In addition, 
Nancy is leaving.  Thank you Chris for your work during the past year.  And also thank you Nancy for your help and for 
staying with us an additional year.  Nicole has volunteered to send out the agenda prior to each meeting.   

Each of us on the board needs to review what we would like to do in the coming year.  Please contact Chris and/or 
Maureen about your committee preference.   

Committees:  First Service, Second Service,  Communion, Ushers/Greeters , Evening Worship - Chris, Memorial 
Services 

 

Next Meeting 

Opening thought:  Andrea 

Closing thought:  Jon 

Notetaker:  Chris 

Going Forth From this Space 

Closing thought: Nancy - 2 poems 

“For Retirement” in To Bless the Space Between Us:  A Book of Blessings by John O’Donohue 

“Camas Lilies” in Bread and Other Miracles by Lynn Ungar 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Mary Baker 


