
RACIAL	JUSTICE	INITIATIVE	
Meeting	Minutes	
Wednesday,	September	22,	2021	

Attendance: 

Yes No   Yes No  
 ■ Annette Atkins, Deacons Liaison  ■  Jean Kennedy 
■  Mari Bennett  ■  Ann Ludlow 
■  Sonia Cairns   ■  Ann Manning, Co-chair 
 ■ Linda Campbell  ■  Seth Patterson, Minister for Spiritual Formation & Theater 
■  Elizabeth Glidden  ■  Shirley Rutherford 
 ■ Anne Heegaard  ■  Mary Kay Sauter 
■  Patricia Hoven   ■ Nancy Siska 
■  Barb Iverson, Co-chair  ■  Rebecca Smith 

GUESTS: none 

Actions	Taken:	
Item 1. Barb and Ann will update the RJI Plan for 2021-22 to reflect the changes discussed and distribute to the group 
prior to the next meeting.  

Item 2. Ann Ludlow will share ideas for RJI activities that have been suggested by her Spiritual Reflection Circle. 

Item 3. Seth will speak with DeWayne about working with him on developing/presenting the cost of whiteness on 
white people program. Source material from podcasts with Resmaa Menakem. 

Item 4. Ann will follow up with Claudia Albano about the timing and location of the stages and roles of social 
movements workshop.  

Meeting	Agenda	
Reflection on Our White Advantage 
The entire group started with a discussion on defensiveness, one of the characteristics of white supremacy culture.   
This was followed by smaller group discussions.  Two key points were that white supremacy is a system, not a person 
or persons; the importance of not taking sides (being defensive) but rather being curious and really listening without 
judgment. 

Racial Justice Initiative Plan for 2021-2022 

A draft of the 2021-2022 RJI Plan was introduced.  This draft of the plan was based on the outcomes from last 
month’s RJI retreat.  The plan was thoroughly reviewed and discussed.  It was a fruitful discussion with great 
suggestions for improvement and clarifications. The plan will be updated to reflect these changes. 

Ideas for Sunday Forums 

Due to time constraints this was tabled until next month. 

 

Next Meeting 

October 27, 2021 from 6:30 to 8:00pm – held via Zoom 

November meeting will be moved as it’s currently the night before Thanksgiving. More soon.  
 
 

Respectfully submitted, 
Jean Kennedy, secretary 


