
 

Minutes	Procedure	
Minute-taker submits draft to group within 10 days of meeting; members have 7 days to submit revisions (no 
response is treated as approval). 

If any revisions, minute-taker forwards revised draft to group within 3 days for electronic approval; members have 2 
days to respond (no response is treated as approval). 

Minute-taker submits approved minutes in Microsoft Word format to the Ministry Assistant for Programs (Doug 
Freeman, dougf@plymouth.org) upon approval. 

BOARD	OF	WORSHIP	
October	20,	2021	6pm-	7:15pm	
Location:	Bovey	Room	(Masks	are	required)	
Agenda/Meeting	Minutes	

Attendance: 

Yes No   Yes No  
  x  Mary Baker (2022)  approved    x  Nicole Gjevre (2022)  
  x  Jon Bauer (2023)     x  Chris Lance (2022)  
   x Andrea Bubula (2024)    x  Lisa Matre (2023) approved 
  x  Beth Faeth, Staff Liaison    x  Andy Schou (2022) approved 
  x  Jenny French (2022)  approved     x  Maureen Tanis (2024) Chair approved 
       

GUESTS:   

Notetaker: Mary 

Actions	Taken:	
Item 1. Minutes of the previous meeting electronically approved. 

Item 2.  The Sunday closest to Earth Day, April 20, will be celebrated as Earth Sunday each year. 

Item 3.  In the case that Earth Sunday is the same as Easter, Earth Sunday will be celebrated on the subsequent 
Sunday. 

Focusing	Ourselves	
Opening	thought:		Chris	-	Reading	from	Paul	Tillich.	

	

Unison	Reading:	
Board of Worship Racial Justice Covenant (2018) 

“Oh God, as people of faith, we as the Board of Worship covenant with you, with one another and to Plymouth Congregational 
Church to: 

-  Work to erase the sins of racism and injustice where they exist in Plymouth Congregational Church and within our 

faith community; and 

-  Prayerfully heed Your call to embrace people of all races.”·  Become better informed about people of other races and 
cultures, that we may overcome the fears and misconceptions that exist; 

-  Consider how issues of racial prejudice and privilege affect each person with whom we come in contact; 
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- Discover and acknowledge practices and structures that may be racist within Plymouth Congregational Church and 

our supporting faith community; 
- Prayerfully heed Your call to embrace people of all races.” 

Beth’s	Report	
- Re-opening of the sanctuary is planned for Nov. 7 for both services.  COVID protocols will be in place.  Beth 

has been spending much time working on the plans.   
- No capacity limit.  250 is considered a safe size.  No pre-registration for attending. 
- Doors #1 (Jones Commons) and #3 (Nicollet Ave.) will have sign-in sheets for the purpose of tracking people 

in case of a Covid exposure.  Board of Worship volunteers are needed to sign in attendees as they enter the 
building beginning Nov. 7: one per service.   Board members signed up for the first 2 Sundays, Nov. 7 and 
Nov. 14. 

- Hand sanitizer will be available. 
- Every other row in the sanctuary will be roped off. 
- Two clergy, rather than all three, will be at the Sunday services as a precaution in case of Covid exposure. 
- The order of worship will not change for now. 
- Ushers are needed for the 2nd service.  Worship hosts will continue for the 1st service. 
- The choir will be in the balcony or the loft.  We will sing with masks. 
- No processional. 
- A box for the offering will be provided. 
- No coffee or fellowship hour after the services. 
- Sunday Forum will continue with a virtual viewing room.  
- Church school will be held inside. 
- Both morning services and the 5 p.m. service will be live streamed. 

 

Discussion	Topics:	
- Christmas Festival: Update from Nicole 

- Updated plan and possible BoW support role. The Festival is planned outdoors for Saturday, Dec. 18, 
2-4 p.m., so there is no need to just have one service this year.   

- Plans include tree decoration, live animals, hot drinks, and possibly a coat or toy drive.  Additional 
plans will be made for festivities on Sunday when 2 worship services will be held and additional 
people can participate. 

- Earth Sunday request and scheduling recommendation -  Since this is a recurring request and support of our 
earth is congruent with our church values, the board discussed the possibility of adding Earth Sunday, the 
Sunday closest to Earth Day - April 20,  to our regular church calendar.  Chris proposed a motion, seconded by 
Jenny, to do this.  The motion was amended to move the Earth Sunday celebration one week forward if the 
day coincided with Easter.  

- Stewardship Drive, Board Champion needed - Chris volunteered to contact each board member.  An issue 
relating to people who have recurring automatic withdrawals was identified.  Stewardship Sunday is Oct. 31. 
We are hoping to be the first board to have all members pledge and win a dinner prepared for us by 
DeWayne. 

- The Marketing Task Force is looking for 2 more members.  These people do not need to be board members.  
If you or someone else is interested, talk to DeWayne. 

Plymouth	Leadership	Retreat-	Oct	30	
- Traditionally, this is a way for all the boards and committees to meet, learn about the goals, etc. for the year. 
- In person, October 30, 9 a.m. to noon, at church.  Watch your email for further instructions and registration.  

Child care and virtual attendance will be offered. 
- Maureen will coordinate a group of board members to plan a 10 min. opening devotion at the retreat.  
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Sundays	at	5	
The first 3 evening services have been held.  They are “wonderful.” The Celtic service on Sun. 10/17, had more than 
350 views on Facebook.  Different music is planned for each week.  Some help may be needed to arrange the chairs. 

- The Evensong service - music with Karl Jones.   
- Contemplative service with chanting and readings based on a simple Lectio Divina format 
- Celtic worship which incorporates a focus on the natural world - harp music 
- Testify! Storytelling and Healing with a focus on something artistic (visual art, written as poetry, music, etc) - 

3 piece group 
- Taize with chanting, prayer, and scripture for the 5th Sunday of the month 

Note: Take-away meals are given out each Sunday from 5 to 6 p.m. outside one of the entrances.  Coordinating the 
meal and other Sunday activities will be needed each week.  

Committee	Updates	
Second Service Committee - chair Jenny French.   The committee will be meeting soon. 

Communion Committee -  chair Lisa Matre    No communion service is anticipated right now. 

Memorial Services Committee Board Liaison - Mary Baker  Several services have been held.  Capacity is limited to 100. 

Sunday Evening Worship services - chair Chris Lance   The services are going well. 

Ushers/Greeters Committee - chair Andrea Bubula   This committee will need to become active again as the sanctuary 
is opened up for the 2nd service. 

First Service Committee Worship Hosts - managed by Andy Schou     Families and individuals will continue to sign up 
to be worship hosts. 

Next	Meeting-	November	16th		
Opening thought: Jenny  

Closing thought: Andrea 

Notetaker: Lisa 

 

Going	Forth	From	this	Space	
Closing	thought:	Nicole - Some thoughts about virtues	
 


