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Finding Ourselves in the Christmas Story
DEWAYNE L.  DAVIS,  LEAD MINISTER

“Christmas has always been 
an extremely difficult holiday 
to Christianize” —Stephen 
Nissenbaum, The Battle for 
Christmas

It may come as no surprise to 
anyone that the date we celebrate 
Christmas has no connection to 
when Jesus may have been born. 
To observe Christmas, church 
elders chose a time of the year 
filled with existing festivals that 
celebrated familiar seasonal 
and work cycles, like the winter 
solstice and the end of the harvest 
and slaughter seasons. They 
thought doing so would ensure 
wide observance of the birth of 
Jesus. It was a fateful choice that 
left Christmas subject to a tug-of-
war between church and culture 
in their respective influences on 
the holiday’s images, messages, 
and rituals. It is a shame that this 
conflict between the sacred and 
the secular should distract us 
from some of the biblically and 
theologically powerful ways to 
think about the birth narratives of 
Jesus and more profound ways to 
observe Christmas.
Suppose we lower the temperature 
on the perceived battle over 
Christmas. We may notice a 

convergence in the approaches 
and messages of Christmas, 
from the birth of Jesus to the 
lengthening of days after the 
winter solstice to the festive 
abundance of harvest. These 
reasons for the season feature 
good news for people anticipating 
something that would make life 
better, more hopeful, and more 
abundant. There is no need to 
Christianize Christmas. There is 
good news of glad tidings in God’s 
glory shining through poverty and 
oppression. There is good news 
that there will be longer days of 
light due to the tilt of the Earth’s 
axis. There is good news that there 
will be enough food to weather 
the winter months. The whole 
season, whether as a celebration of 
the changing natural cycle or the 
celebration of the birth of Jesus, is 
about good news.
The biblical birth narratives 
maintain that there is good news 
in the subversive story of a baby 
born in a manger as the fulfillment 
of God’s promise to send someone 
who will rescue the world. The 
good news is that love, joy, and 
peace arrived and broke the hold 
of darkness in the world. With 
this birth, love, joy, and peace are 
not unattainable ideals; instead, 

they are what Bishop John Shelby 
Spong maintains as “incarnate 
within humanity.” Any sense that 
life is hopeless, love is elusive, 
joy is an illusion, or peace is 
impossible was overcome when 
our spiritual forebears beheld a 
tiny child changing the world and 
a shining star showing the way.
God birthed within the human 
experience unconquerable love, 
joy, and peace that night in 
Bethlehem and ushered in a new 
way of being for all of humanity. 
That new way of being means that 
we now are both the bearers and 
reflectors of the light birthed into 
our midst. We have the power to 
birth love, joy, and peace within, 
among, and beyond ourselves, 
transforming the world through 
our words and deeds. Think about 
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An Advent Celebration in Music!
PHILIP BRUNELLE, ORGANIST-CHOIRMASTER

As we celebrate Advent and 
then Christmas each year, there 
is a challenging question for 
me: Which music, of the many 
possibilities, should be sung? On 
the four Advent Sundays I try to 
include a variety of composers 
and centuries . . . and this year it 
will be the same!

We began with music of Jonathan 
Dove and J.S. Bach, with Bach’s 
“Jesu, Joy” being sung—a piece 
that is often heard at weddings 
and funerals but was originally 
composed for the first Sunday 
in Advent! The following 
Sundays include the Renaissance 
composers William Byrd and 

Finally, on 
December 
26 we will 
have our 
traditional 
Carols and 
Meditations 
service at 
11 a.m. with 
music of Camille Saint-Saëns 
and Malcolm Williamson sung 
by the Choir and meditations on 
Christmas carols and hymns by 
Jackie Lotsberg, Hal Schneebeck, 
and Rick Seime. Of course, you 
are invited to join in festive 
singing of carols and hymns!

Philip

that: every one of us tapping into 
the love, joy, and peace that is now 
our birthright because God dared 
reveal God’s self so audaciously 
and so gloriously in the darkness. 
The story is known to us as the 
Christmas story, and each of us is 
now a featured player in the story, 
living our lives in light of God’s 
glory shining in and through us. 
Every Christmas, we read and 
tell this story as testimonies that 
the God of our many and varied 
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understandings is 
reliably present with and 
among us and changes 
how we see and act in the 
world. We make room 
for that Divine presence 
so that something new 
can be birthed in a world 
that has given up on love, 
peace, and justice. So, we 
have good news to share. 
I fear that we forget it. 
We keep waiting for the 

government to announce some 
good news about the economy, so 
we know everything will be okay. 
We keep hoping our military will 
finally end war and proclaim the 
good news of world peace. We 
keep checking the papers, the 24-
hour news channels, Facebook, and 
Twitter in hopes that somebody 
will tell us something good.
But we do not have to wait or rely 
on the world to find good news. 
We do not need to get that good 

news from a heavenly chorus 
singing the victory to some 
shepherds watching their flock 
by night. And the good news 
does not depend on the empire. It 
does not depend on presidents or 
legislatures or markets or public 
opinion. We have good news, and 
it’s good news regardless of how 
little wealth, status, and privilege 
we have. The good news is that 
the presence of God is here. The 
heralds announcing the revelation 
of love, joy, and peace are us, God’s 
own, basking in the light that has 
come. We now join with others 
who hear the song of praise that 
Christmas is about the love, joy, 
and peace born within us because 
God was revealed as love, joy, and 
peace in our midst. That is the 
story. And I am so grateful that the 
members and friends of Plymouth 
Church are a part of it. 
Merry Christmas!

Jacobus Gallus, Handel’s beloved 
“O thou that tellest,” Francis 
Poulenc, the African American 
composer Nathaniel Dett, and 
music of our time by James Biery.

Christmas Eve’s three services 
will follow our usual order: 5 p.m. 
with our children’s and youth 
choirs, the Chapel Singers, and 
handbell choir. 8 p.m. will feature 
our solo quintet, and 11 p.m. has 
the Plymouth Choir singing 
the world premiere of Stuart 
Nicholson’s “We Three Kings” 
and Elaine Hagenberg’s “Wexford 
Carol.” Peter Warlock’s beloved 
“Bethlehem Down” will also be 
heard.
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An Expectant Advent
REV. BETH HOFFMAN FAETH, MINISTER FOR CONGREGATIONAL CARE AND WORSHIP

WORDS ABOUT WORSHIP

A new year commences in the 
Christian calendar with Advent, 
which this year began November 
28. The clergy look forward to 
exploring with you our Advent 
theme: Illumination—An Advent 
Journey of Discovery. The four 
weeks preceding Christmas are a 
time of expectation, preparation, 
and waiting. The touchstones of 
the season, known through the 
lighting of the Advent Candles 
and weaving throughout the 
Sunday liturgy are hope, peace, 
joy, and love. As the world literally 
grows darker during December 
and as we wearily continue life 
in the midst of a pandemic, we 
invite you to consider the ways 
Illumination is necessary in our 
lives—individually and collectively.

Worship during the Advent season 
happens at 9 a.m., 11 a.m., and 
5 p.m. on Sundays, both in person 

and via livestream. A special 
worship experience during Advent 
is “The Longest Night: A Solstice 
Service of Remembrance” on 
Tuesday, December 21, at 7 p.m. 
We gather to honor the darkness 
in our world and our spirits, 
especially as we grieve loved 
ones during the holiday season. 
Through candlelight, music, 
prayer, and reflection, we offer a 
safe space to honor that grief and 
feel surrounded in comfort as we 
continue our healing path. 

Our glorious tradition of 
Christmas Eve at Plymouth 
Church returns this year as we 
offer three services: 5 p.m., with 
our children and youth as worship 
leaders; 8 p.m., with our beloved 
church soloists; and 11 p.m., with 
our esteemed Plymouth Choir. 

Arts Board Honoring the Needlers 
REV. SETH PATTERSON, MINISTER FOR SPIRITUAL FORMATION AND THEATER

The Fine Arts Board thoughtfully voted at our 
November meeting to create a new space honoring 
Plymouth’s generations of Needlers.

For decades these loving women created many 
of the works of art that you will find around 
Plymouth—chairs and benches (specifically the 
organ bench), and wall hangings large and small, 
including the four Guild Hall embroideries. 
Partnering with the Archives, the Board is planning 
on using the Parsons Room as the home of this new 
honoring space. We are excited about this project 
and will continue to communicate as plans are 
made.

ARTS

May your heart be open to the 
whispers of the Divine during this 
precious season. I observe Advent 
as the gift of time, an opportunity 
for something holy and new to 
be born into my life and into the 
world. How might your spirit 
know Illumination in this season?

Blessings,

Rev. Beth Hoffman Faeth 
Minister for Congregational Care and 
Worship
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Christmas Offering
REV. DR. DEWAYNE L.  DAVIS

What a remarkable year it has been! 
Throughout the challenges of a global 
pandemic and the need to adapt and 
innovate to continue our ministry 
and mission, we never wavered in our 
commitment to the most vulnerable 
among us. We maintained our work, 
programs, and generosity to address 
poverty, alleviate hunger, and provide 
shelter. And yet, there remains 
much for us to do in our service and 
outreach to bring some measure of 
aid, support, and abundance to the 
places of need during theholiday 
season. We do that through our 2021 
Christmas Offering.

There is no shortage of blessings 
and abundance at Plymouth on 
which we can rely to support us in 
times of need and make our vision 
a reality. Unfortunately, too many of 
our vulnerable neighbors cannot be 
sure when and how they will meet 
their need for food, shelter, and 
social supports. In anticipation of the 
wondrous light of Christmas that God 
gifts to us, we reaffirm our covenant 
call to humbly seek and serve God 

within, among, and beyond ourselves. 
We join as beloved community to 
bring love, hope, joy, and peace into 
the lives of our neighbors by sharing 
our abundance to the Christmas 
Offering. Our Christmas offering will 
support three organizations this year: 
Beacon Interfaith Housing, Groveland 
Food Shelf, and Plymouth Drop-in.

Beacon Interfaith Housing 
Collaborative is a collaborative of 
congregations committed to creating 
affordable, supportive housing; 
supporting the Families Moving 
Forward shelter program; and 
advocating for resources and policies 
to end homelessness.

Groveland Food Shelf addresses 
hunger and food insecurity by 
providing emergency food supplies to 
families.

Plymouth Drop-in is a safe and fun 
place, providing at least two activities 
weekly for low-income adults living 
nearby and experiencing mental 
health challenges or other special 
needs.

As you plan your holiday charitable 
giving, please consider how you can 
help Plymouth Church support the 
work of these organizations and give 
generously to our 2021 Christmas 
Offering. Every dollar collected will 
be shared among Beacon, Groveland, 
and Plymouth Drop-in.

Thank you for your generosity and 
faithfulness. May God bless and keep 
you; may God’s light shine upon you 
and bring you peace.

Make a donation to the Christmas 
Offering at plymouth.org/give. Select 
the green Christmas Offering button.

If you are mailing a check as a 
donation please put “Christmas” in 
the memo line.

CHRISTMAS OFFERING

RACIAL JUSTICE INITIATIVE

Plymouth’s Racial Justice Initiative 
encourages you to buy from Black- 
and Native-owned businesses, 
and businesses owned by people 
of color this holiday season and 
throughout the year. 

We’ve provided a few links to help 
you find high quality gifts for the 
people you love (and yourself . . .) 
at Indigenous-, Black-, Latino-, 
and Asian-owned Minnesota 
businesses!

MSP Magazine: Black owned 
businesses 
https://mspmag.com/arts-and-
culture/black-owned-businesses-
in-the-twin-cities/

MN Black Business Directory: 
https://mnblackbusiness.com/

MN Black Box: 
https://mnblackbox.com/

 
 

LOCUS (POCI owned 
businesses): 
https://locusmn.org/poci-owned-
businesses/

Minnesota Indigenous Business 
Alliance: 
https://www.mniba.org/about-us/
mission.html

Minnesota Latinos Directory 
(business section): 
https://mnlatinos.com/directory/

Our Spending Power Makes a Difference
RACIAL JUSTICE INITIATIVE
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One of the most beloved traditions at 
Plymouth is the Christmas Festival. 
Gathering together to make festive 
crafts, eat delicious food, and sing 
a few songs is a highlight for many 
in our Plymouth community and is 
always sure to make our building feel 
full of joy. However, if we have learned 
anything in the past 18 months, it is 
that Plymouth is much more than a 
building, and, in 2021 and beyond, we 
are called to live out our faith beyond 
our walls, spilling out our joy, our love 
and our good news into the streets of 
Minneapolis. 

On December 18, our entire church 
community, led by the Leadership 
Council, is hosting our first ever 
Community Christmas Festival, in 
our very own parking lot. Anyone and 
everyone is invited! 

At 2 p.m., wander the path 
of the Holy Family, led by 
shepherds from Nazareth 
to Bethlehem as you stop 
at different spots along our 
Living Nativity. Make sure 
you keep an eye out for our 
angel in the sky and our 
friendly beasts!

If you’ve been participating 
in Advent in a Box or 

Ornaments in a Box, bring your 
ornaments to add to our community 
Christmas tree, or come and make 
some animal-friendly ornaments on 
site! 

Listen to festive music, grab a few 
Christmas cookies, and connect with 
friends you know and those you’ve 
yet to meet. We will be gathering 
money for the Groveland 
Emergency Food 
Shelf and items for 
St. Stephen’s shelter, 
to ensure that our 
neighbors in need also 
have a Merry Christmas. 

As the afternoon turns 
to sundown (about 3:30) 
we will light up our giant 
Christmas tree for the 

whole community to see and raise our 
voices in song together. This festival 
will feel both deeply familiar and 
brand new, which is exactly what we, 
and the world, need. After all, in the 
words of our own Rev. Dr. DeWayne L. 
Davis, “It should be different here.”

If you are interested in participating in 
the Living Nativity, volunteers are still 
needed—https://www.signupgenius.
com/go/20f094faaab28a57-living1

If you are interested in making 
ornaments ahead to bring on the 18th, 
contact Nina Jonson for a kit. 

And stay tuned in coming weeks for 
other ways you can get involved. 

Nina

A New Kind Of Christmas Festival
NINA JONSON, DIRECTOR OF CHILDREN & YOUTH MINISTRIES

CHRISTMAS FESTIVAL

Hat Palooza
These 74 hats were made by the Plymouth Knit-a-Bit 
knitting group for the Groveland Food Shelf. The yarn 
comes from donations and leftovers from making 
prayer shawls, which the group also makes. The group 
meets from 9:15 to 11:15 Wednesday mornings in Jones 
Commons and happily welcomes experienced knitters 
to join them!

KNIT-A-BIT
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Sundays at 10—Something for Everyone! 
JOHANNA SCHUSSLER

Beginning in January 2022, the 
Board of Spiritual Formation and its 
committees will again be offering a 
variety of activities between the 9 and 
11 a.m. services. This time is referred 
to as “Sundays at 10” and offers an 
opportunity for folks to learn and 
engage with one another outside of 
worship. 

What comes to mind when you think 
about Sundays at 10? Maybe you 
remember a particularly educational 
Sunday Forum speaker or an 
engaging “text talk” conversation 
with the clergy. Maybe you recall the 
stillness of meditation in the Chapel, 
or the energy of our young people 
as they race off to Church School. 
Or maybe you imagine the casual 
conversations with old and new 
friends in Jones Commons over a cup 
of coffee or tea.

Over the past few years, Sundays 
at 10 offerings have included 
those mentioned above as well 
as others, including a dance and 
creative movement class, nonviolent 
communication workshops, and 
lightly facilitated salons on a variety 
of topics hosted by Plymouth groups.

This January, Sundays at 10 will 
provide options organized around 
five primary categories. The 
offerings within these categories 
may vary, but you can expect to see 
something offered in each category 
each week. Weekly topics, meeting 
locations, and information about 
virtual participation options will be 
published on the website and in the 
church calendar.

Our hope is that Sundays at 10 will be 
a time for our community to gather 
between services to learn, explore, 
and grow together. If you’ve never 
attended Sundays at 10, we hope you’ll 
check it out! And if you’ve come in the 
past, we hope you’ll come again and 
try something new.

The categories are:

Presentation/Forum: This category 
is coordinated by the Sunday Forum 
Committee, which will continue to 
offer high-quality, engaging speakers 
on a variety of relevant topics each 
week.

Church School: This category is 
coordinated by the Committee for 
Children, Youth, and Families. While 

SPIRITUAL FORMATION

focused on engaging our children 
and youth, Church School offers 
numerous opportunities for adults to 
develop enriching intergenerational 
relationships as teachers, co-teachers, 
and classroom friends.

Workshop/Conversation: This 
category will be coordinated by 
the Board of Spiritual Formation. 
Offerings in this category will focus 
on engaging participants in dialogue 
or conversation around a specific 
topic. Offerings may include single 
sessions or series. Past offerings that 
fall into this category include topical 
salons and clergy text talks.

Contemplation: This category 
is coordinated by the Plymouth 
Contemplatives group, which will be 
determining what activities to include 
to meet the need for contemplative 
practice each week. 

Coffee/Social Time: Throughout 
Sundays at 10, the Board of 
Community Life will host a casual, 
unstructured time to gather and 
connect with our community over 
coffee and tea.

PARISH REGISTER

RECENT BIRTHS 

Owen Matthew Petersen-Kruse, chi ld 
of  Whitney Kruse and Matt Petersen; 
s ibl ing of Mara Petersen-Kruse 

RECENT BAPTISMS 

Loren Paul  Scholtz,  chi ld of  Marie 
Scholtz and Paul  Scholtz

Hazel  Hemmerich Strangfeld,  chi ld 
of  Celia Hemmerich and Joseph 
Strangfeld

RECENTLY BEREAVED 

Ruth Bly, death of husband, Robert Bly

Don Carlson, death of wife, Virginia Jean 
Carlson

Jim Leslie, death of wife, Lynnanne Warren; 
Margaret Jaques-Leslie, death of stepmother; 
Sammy, Ollie, and Tim Jaques-Leslie, death of 
step-grandmother

Kim Lutes & Sarah Simons, death of Kim’s 
brother Mark Lutes

Sherri Venero, death of husband, Michael 
Venero

RECENTLY DECEASED 

George Anderson, husband of Catherine 
Wengler

Rolan Anderson

Mary Arbisi

Tor Hansen, father of Sonja Johnson and Tor 
Sundal Hansen and families

Charles “Charlie” Lloyd, husband of Jan Lloyd; 
father of Sue Lloyd, Mike Lloyd, Judy Lloyd, 
Stephanie Abbott, and Katy Lloyd and families

Margaret Bond Odegard

Judith “Judy” Paine, mother of Catherine Smith 
and family

Gary Skorheim

We note with sadness the passing of José 
“Tury” Aurelio Paz, travel guide and dear friend 
from Iglesia Bautista Enmanuel in Ciego de 
Avila, Cuba.
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Blanchette, ElizabethB (at) plymouth.org, 
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facebook.com/PlymouthCongregationalChurch 
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SUNDAY WORSHIP

Please check our website  
(www.plymouth.org/WORSHIP)  
for services.

Because of the insidiousness of the COVID-19 
virus and the continuously evolving 
recommendations from the CDC and Minnesota 
Department of Health, Beth Hoffman Faeth will 
update the congregation in the Friday email 
regarding the status of the church building and 
programming notes. 
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Weekly Sunday Services 

In-Person and Online  

Worship Service 
9 a.m., 11 a.m., and 5 p.m. 
via Facebook Live or at  

www.plymouth.org/worship. 

Sundays @ 10 a.m. 
Sunday Forum 

See schedule at Plymouth.org or 
on page 4.

Church School 
See Plymouth.org for more info.

Contemplative Prayer  
available  

Tuesday mornings at 9 a.m. 
Thursday mornings at 9:30 a.m.

In-Depth with Seth and Beth 
Beth Hoffman Faeth and Seth 

Patterson discuss Sunday’s sermon, 
available on Plymouth.org by 

Wednesday.

Spiritual Exploration Classes

More information at Plymouth.org

As we transition to more in-person opportunitiesk we continue to provide the 
offerings below.  

More information may be found on www.plymouth.org.

WEEKLY OFFERINGS

Offerings to Keep Us Connected 


