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Still Wondering Where We Go from Here
DEWAYNE L.  DAVIS,  LEAD MINISTER

“Any real change in the status quo 
depends on continued creative 
action to sharpen the conscience of 
the nation and establish a climate 
in which even the most recalcitrant 
elements are forced to admit that 
change is necessary” —Martin 
Luther King, Jr.

Last month, I was invited by 
the Mayor of Minneapolis to 
co-chair his Community Safety 
Workgroup, which is “charged with 
recommending and accelerating 
comprehensive, integrated 
approaches to community safety 
and accountability.” Serving 
the city in this capacity is a 
humbling, weighty responsibility 
that prompted me to look back 
at how others confronted the 
challenge of working to bring 
about systemic change, especially 
within a community riven by 
racial and economic disparities, 
like Minneapolis. I keep coming 
back to the work of Rev. Dr. 
Martin Luther King, Jr. During 
the Civil Rights Movement, 
his nonviolent direct action for 
justice and equality for Black 
people galvanized both glowing 
admiration and violent retribution. 
In the last days of his life, King 
found himself exhausted and 

despairing that the evil of racism 
and economic injustice was more 
intractable than many of the 
movement workers knew. After all 
the social and legal progress the 
Civil Rights Movement produced, 
stubborn inequality and racial 
disparities continue to frustrate 
King’s push for transformative, 
constructive social change and 
his dream of interracial social 
democracy.

A year before his assassination, 
King published what is arguably 
the most challenging book for him 
to write, Where Do We Go From 
Here? He attempted to reckon 
with the two-steps-forward-one-
step back nature of the movement 
for freedom and equality for Black 
people. King had to come to terms 
with the violent uprisings in cities 
all over the country and white 
backlash that saw white citizens 
retreat from their commitment 
to civil rights and avowed racist 
politicians swept into office. 
He encouraged his readers to 
be hopeful amid the increasing 
popularity of an appeal to Black 
power over nonviolent direct 
action and the seeming exhaustion 
of the civil rights establishment 
after dramatic progress. He 

recognized and lamented that 
everybody, Black and white, had 
not done nearly enough “to expect 
the dawn of a new day.” King 
sought to articulate an answer to 
the question coming at him from 
all sides: “Where do we go from 
here?” He concluded that the 
survival of humankind depended 
on a “worldwide fellowship that 
lifts neighborly concern beyond 
one’s tribe, race, class and 
nation . . . an all-embracing and 
unconditional love for all.” Can we 
go there?

Over the last year and a half, 
we saw firsthand the need for a 
worldwide fellowship, neighborly 
concern, and love. Something 
was clarifying about a global 
pandemic interrupting business 
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QUARTER NOTES

A New Year Begins
PHILIP BRUNELLE, ORGANIST-CHOIRMASTER

As a new year begins, it is always 
interesting to discover names of 
composers and poets celebrating 
an anniversary year, and 2022 is 
no different! Among the names 
that will appear in a morning 
service this year are composers 
Ralph Vaughan Williams 
(England), Margaret Bonds and 
Rachel Eubanks (United States), 
Hugo Alfvén (Sweden), César 
Franck (France), and Heinrich 
Schütz (Germany); poets include 
Joseph Addison, Percy Bysshe 
Shelley, and John Donne 
(England), Nicolai Grundtvig 
(Denmark), and Lowell Mason 
and Mahalia Jackson (United 
States). Quite a list!

Barnett’s Bluegrass Mass with the 
Plymouth Choir!

Of course, many other marvelous 
composers will be heard—don’t 
miss a Sunday!

—Philip Brunelle

as usual, vivid video evidence 
of wanton police misconduct in 
the murder of George Floyd, and 
protests and community unrest 
spreading all across the world 
in response. People all over the 
world are agitating for a different 
way of ordering our lives, calling 
for a better quality of life and a 
more just political and economic 
order. Where will we go from here? 
Will we seize this moment, gird 
ourselves for the hard work ahead, 
and change what we know is 
wrong in our communities? 

As we observe MLK Day, people 
will reference King’s dream. Many 
will forget King’s increasing 
concern that “self-deception and 
comfortable vanity” about racial 
progress and harmony plagued 
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the nation. They will read the latest 
articles and books about King and 
prepare for and attend King Day 
services and programs. I hope that 
those observances will lead to a 
reconsideration of the question 
King wrestled with in the last days 
of his life, “Where do we go from 
here?” The answer to that question 
may depend on our willingness to 
take the risk and do all it will take 
to create transformative social 
change.

As we welcome the New Year, 
we have a chance to make good 
on the promise that democracy 
affords us to pursue freedom and 
justice for all. As we cope with a 
deadly global pandemic, ongoing 
trials of police officers charged 
with killing unarmed civilians, and 

a city seeking to address public 
safety and police accountability, 
it is hard to imagine that there 
isn’t a consensus that things need 
to change. Whether or not we 
are willing to do what it takes to 
make real change, we are no less 
responsible than generations of 
people before us to contend with 
the hard questions that will lead to 
constructive social change. 

King invited his readers to serious 
consideration of the most effective 
strategies for change and justice 
that tended to “the health of our 
souls,” and that wasn’t a “blind 
imitation of the past.” This year, 
let us resolve that we will confront 
our challenges with urgency, 
readiness, and eagerness, showing 
love and neighborly concern for all 
in pursuit of justice.

Epiphany Sunday will include 
a new setting of “We Three 
Kings” by the Irish composer 
Stuart Nicholson, as well as 
Mendelssohn’s beloved “There 
Shall a Star.” Dr. Martin Luther 
King, Jr.’s commemoration will 
feature “Hold Fast to Dreams” 
by Plymouth Church member 
Cary John Franklin, and André 
Thomas’ “Keep Your Lamps.”

We look forward to welcoming 
Minnesota Orchestra cellist 
Anthony Ross back with us on 
February 6, and it is not too early 
to mention March 20, when the 
bluegrass band Monroe Crossing 
returns to perform Carol 
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Congratulations! Plymouth now obtains 100% of its 
electricity from renewable sources! 
JAN NEVILLE

For the past several years, led by the 
Climate and Environmental Justice 
team (CEJ), Plymouth members 
and staff have been working hard to 
reduce our electrical consumption and 
change to sustainable sources. This 
year we achieved an electrical mix 
made up entirely of wind and solar! 
The complete breakout looks like this: 
a 20KW solar array on the roof of the 
education wing, a 50KW subscription 
to a local Community Solar Garden, 
and a 360KW subscription to Xcel’s 
Windsource program. 

These sustainable sources, along 
with efficiency efforts such as LED 
lighting, motion sensors, and HVAC 
“savers switch” program, have 
reduced our consumption by 22% 
since 2013. Perhaps just as important, 
our electrical costs are down 15% 
even as electrical rates have risen 

substantially. All this has been done 
with sustainable, renewable sources. 

Thanks to our Building and Grounds 
Committee and the Board of 
Finance & Administration for being 
so supportive and helping with 
these efforts from the Climate and 
Environmental Justice team. 

As we return to opening our offices 
and sanctuary, our usage may 
increase, but we will continue our 
joint efforts to maintain a sustainable 
campus. In addition to your 2022 
pledge, you can support Plymouth’s 
work to reduce our carbon footprint 
by also contributing to the Plymouth 
Green Fund.

CLIMATE AND ENVIRONMENTAL JUSTICE

MUSIC

Opening the Door for 2022
MARIE SCHOLTZ, ASSOCIATE MUSIC DIRECTOR AND FIRST SERVICE MUSIC COORDINATOR 

9 a.m. services in January will 
bring a mix of new and old, as 
we remember 2021 and open 
the door for 2022. Much of 
our music will celebrate the 
light of Epiphany that shines 
during the darkness and cold 
of mid-winter in Minnesota. 
Our musical centerpiece is “For 
Ev’ryone Born,” Tom Trenney’s 
new arrangement of a hymn that 
could be Plymouth’s anthem, as 
it calls for inclusion, justice, and 

year in.” This will be the seventh 
year running that they’ve shared 
this piece with our community. 
January 23rd celebrates 
Confirmation Sunday (service 
at 11 a.m. only) and we will hear 
from The Chapel Singers, who are 
singing a beautiful arrangement 
of “Like a River in My Soul” by 
Tim Osiek.

Hope to see you and hear you!

Marie

a re-imagination of how things 
could be. I’m so excited for you 
to learn it and have that text to 
carry with you. The traditional 
South African freedom song, 
“Siyahamba” will close our 
services each week. And you 
don’t want to miss the Jazz Trio’s 
inspired offerings.

From our fabulous choirs, we will 
hear “A New Year Carol” sung by 
our Choristers, in which we “turn 
the old year go” and “let the new 
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FORUM

Plymouth Sunday Forum
REBECCA MILLER

Sunday Forums will resume in full force as we move into winter. Topics and speakers for January are listed below. For 
more detailed information, go to the Plymouth website (select the Explore tab and then Sunday Forum), and you can 
read more in the Friday “This Week at Plymouth” emails.

We welcome any ideas you may have. Feel free to contact any of us on the Sunday Forum Committee.

—Jackie Prince (chair), Bryce Hamilton, John Humphrey, Jane Koll, Rebecca Miller, Seth Patterson, Myra Starkenburg

January 9

Homelessness and Housing Insecurity: A Spectrum of 
Needs and Responses

What portion of Plymouth’s neighbors are currently 
housing insecure? What do we mean when we talk about 
affordable housing? For those neighbors who do find 
themselves in crisis, what are some of the resources 
available, and what are the challenges to accessing and 
making full use of those resources? How do we meet 
immediate needs and create long-term solutions?

January 16

Long-Term Care, Myth vs. Reality

There is a rapid escalation of poor care being provided at 
many long-term care facilities in MN. Learn more about 
what is driving this growing and alarming problem.

January 23

Your Powerful Plate: The Positive Benefits of Plant-
Based Eating

If you’ve heard about the many benefits of plant-based 
eating, this is your opportunity to learn more and gather 
tips & tools to plan simple, balanced vegan meals. We will 
touch on the environmental, health, and compassionate 
benefits of plant-based eating and discuss how to get the 
fuel you need to feel your best without breaking the bank. 
Whether amateur chef or heat-and-eat master, you can be 
a positive change agent. 

January 30

Minnesota’s Geologist: The Life of Newton Horace 
Winchell

Learn about the life of the man who conducted the first 
assessment of Minnesota’s geology. 
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Igniting the Pilot Light
ELIZABETH JARRETT ANDREWS

In an effort to decrease our fossil fuel 
consumption, Emily and I recently 
replaced our aging furnace with an 
all-electric heat pump system. The 
process meant we lost one of my 
favorite metaphors for God’s presence: 
that small blue flame burning at the 
base of our home, always ready to fire 
up and make a miracle of warmth in 
the bitterest Minnesota winter. Before 
it becomes a thing of the past (as it 
should), I’d like to apply the metaphor 
to a recent conversation among the 
Plymouth Contemplatives.

There’s a tension at Plymouth and 
in Christianity as a whole between 
the call to create the “beloved 
community” through just action 
and the call to “be still and know 
that I am God.” Especially today, 
when the circumstances of the poor 
and disenfranchised are so dire, 
when racial and economic injustices 
are destabilizing our country and 
inflicting unbearable suffering, and 
when our climate is in crisis, the need 
to act is urgent. Do we even have time 
for prayer? 

When I’m moved to act, I remind 
myself first to ask, “What fuels me? 
What’s the source of this passion, 
this energy?” Sometimes we take 
action because it bolsters our egos. 
Sometimes we act out of social 
conformity or habit. Christians are 
often motivated by a moral mandate; 

we ask, “What would Jesus do?” Then 
act because we should. It’s morally 
right; it’s what our faith demands. 

The trouble is, the world’s problems 
are overwhelming. We too readily 
grow self-righteous, or exhausted, 
or despairing. When we rely on 
human agency alone, whatever the 
motivation, our fuel source quickly 
burns out.

In the Plymouth Contemplatives 
statement of intention, we quote Black 
Buddhist angel Kyodo williams: “Love 
and justice are not two. Without inner 
change, there can be no outer change. 
And without collective change, no 
change matters.” For Kyodo williams, 
the origin of real change is in our 
hearts, in the tender fire of love. Here’s 
where I imagine our old pilot light, 
burning securely at our foundation. 

What if the fuel source for our actions 
is love? Love is, after all, another name 
for God. Listen to Black theologian 
Barbara Holmes’ rephrasing of 
Howard Thurman’s wisdom: “There 
is something in every one of you 
that waits and listens for the sound 
of the genuine in yourself. It is the 
only true guide you will ever have. 
And if you cannot hear it, you will all 
of your life spend your days on the 
ends of strings that somebody else 
pulls.” If we don’t position our lives 
above that loving pilot, what radiates 

through our hands and words will be 
something else. Anger? Impatience? 
Moral certitude?

I’m coming to believe that true 
agency, any action that makes a 
genuine contribution to our collective 
evolution, springs from love—a divine 
love that needs, uses, and is human 
love. During the contemplatives’ 
conversation, several others said 
as much. “Contemplative practice 
connected me to spiritual realities I 
didn’t know were there. I discovered 
love there, and that love has to go 
somewhere.” “Contemplative practice 
connected me to the earth—a vital 
source of energy.” “In order to work 
with others’ vulnerability, you first 
have to discover your own.” “The 
profound silence of it allows me to 
listen better.” “Through contemplative 
practice, I could be with people I 
otherwise didn’t know how to be with.” 

The debate about whether Christians 
are called to action or contemplation 
sets up a false dichotomy. What 
did Jesus do? He practiced both. 
His time apart in prayer fueled his 
healing presence. His actions fed 
his alive relationship with Source. 
Contemplative practice is anything 
that opens us to the divine presence 
already actively healing, loving, and 
working for justice—already burning 
down in the basements of our hearts. 

CONTEMPLATIVES
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Howard Conn Gallery Exhibition—
January 8–March 31, 2022

We are privileged to be hosting 
Saving Mother Earth, a group 
exhibition showcasing artists from 
varied backgrounds, using diverse 
materials to express their concerns, 
champion activism and cherish the 
beauty and abundance of our earth.

Janet Essley—Painter, Daughters of 
the Earth Series

Janet Essley, M.A. is a painter, 
muralist, and teaching artist with 
20 years’ experience creating 
collaborative murals with youth and 
adults. Her personal artwork focuses 
on themes of environmental and 
social justice.

Janet lives in White Salmon, WA a 
small town on the Columbia River, 
close to wilderness where she and her 
husband love to backpack.

w3.gorge.net/essmoy/; 
theredknotsproject.org

Claudia Poser—Ceramicist and 
Author of “Dreaming in German”, a 
memoir

Claudia Poser fell in love with clay 
thirty years ago and never looked 
back. She 
has installed 
sculptural wall 
pieces in homes 
and public 
spaces all over 
the Twin Cities. 
Her current 
work is rooted in 
her love of trees 
and the natural world. Like Parker 
Palmer, she envisions heaven to look 
like the BWCA.

www.claudiaposer.com

Dreaming in German, Claudia’s 
memoir describes her immigration to 
South Carolina at age 13, a childhood 
spent shuttling back and forth 
between East and West Germany, 
and her struggle with the meaning of 

home as Germany transformed from 
two states to one.

Deb Miner—Artist and illustrator

Deb Miner 
is a Twin 
Cities 
artist and 
illustrator 
who loves 
nature, 
whimsy, 
and 
exploring. As a long-time designer, 
she’s also a big picture thinker who 
develops ideas to be functional, 
delightful, and engaging. Deb is 
currently creating drawings and 
surface patterns for a range of uses—
including fabrics, wallpaper, and 
useful items for everyday use in home, 
office.

Instagram: @debminerdesigner

Rob Larson—Photographer, Digital 
Photo Impressionism

Rob Larson, a native Minnesotan, 
has been interested in photography 
his entire life, particularly in the 
art of nature. After all, he believes 
Mother Nature is truly the greatest 
artist. Rob explores a distinct digital 
photographic art form that reminds 
us of the painted renderings of the 
impressionist. His images can be 
alternately recognizable or totally 
abstract.

Saving Mother Earth: Treasured and Endangered
LYNETTE BLACK

CONN GALLERY
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Sundays at 10—Something for Everyone! 
JOHANNA SCHUSSLER

Beginning in January 2022, the 
Board of Spiritual Formation and its 
committees will again be offering a 
variety of activities between the 9 and 
11 a.m. services. This time is referred 
to as “Sundays at 10” and offers an 
opportunity for folks to learn and 
engage with one another outside of 
worship. 

What comes to mind when you think 
about Sundays at 10? Maybe you 
remember a particularly educational 
Sunday Forum speaker or an 
engaging “text talk” conversation 
with the clergy. Maybe you recall the 
stillness of meditation in the Chapel, 
or the energy of our young people 
as they race off to Church School. 
Or maybe you imagine the casual 
conversations with old and new 
friends in Jones Commons over a cup 
of coffee or tea.

Over the past few years, Sundays 
at 10 offerings have included 
those mentioned above as well 
as others, including a dance and 
creative movement class, nonviolent 
communication workshops, and 
lightly facilitated salons on a variety 
of topics hosted by Plymouth groups.

This January, Sundays at 10 will 
provide options organized around 
five primary categories. The 
offerings within these categories 
may vary, but you can expect to see 
something offered in each category 
each week. Weekly topics, meeting 
locations, and information about 
virtual participation options will be 
published on the website and in the 
church calendar.

Our hope is that Sundays at 10 will be 
a time for our community to gather 
between services to learn, explore, 
and grow together. If you’ve never 
attended Sundays at 10, we hope you’ll 
check it out! And if you’ve come in the 
past, we hope you’ll come again and 
try something new.

The categories are:

Presentation/Forum: This category 
is coordinated by the Sunday Forum 
Committee, which will continue to 
offer high-quality, engaging speakers 
on a variety of relevant topics each 
week.

Church School: This category is 
coordinated by the Committee for 
Children, Youth, and Families. While 

SPIRITUAL FORMATION

focused on engaging our children 
and youth, Church School offers 
numerous opportunities for adults to 
develop enriching intergenerational 
relationships as teachers, co-teachers, 
and classroom friends.

Workshop/Conversation: This 
category will be coordinated by 
the Board of Spiritual Formation. 
Offerings in this category will focus 
on engaging participants in dialogue 
or conversation around a specific 
topic. Offerings may include single 
sessions or series. Past offerings that 
fall into this category include topical 
salons and clergy text talks.

Contemplation: This category 
is coordinated by the Plymouth 
Contemplatives group, which will be 
determining what activities to include 
to meet the need for contemplative 
practice each week. 

Coffee/Social Time: Throughout 
Sundays at 10, the Board of 
Community Life will host a casual, 
unstructured time to gather and 
connect with our community over 
coffee and tea.

PARISH REGISTER

RECENTLY MARRIED

Kristin Makholm and Steven Ostrow

RECENTLY BEREAVED 

Marsha & Erik Larson, death of Marsha’s mother, Katherine Nyman; Alec 
and Aron Larson, death of grandmother

Heidi & Mike McCallister, death of Heidi’s father, Clark Heinbaugh; Clara 
and Nora McCallister, death of grandfather

Becca Norris & Lynn Moline, death of Becca’s father, Gene Norris
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In 1911 three lawyers were admitted 
to the American Bar Association. 
When it was discovered that the three 
were African American, disgruntled 
members of the organization put 
forward a resolution that any future 
applications must state the race of 
the candidate. When that resolution 
passed, one of the three men withdrew 
his membership from the ABA. That 
man, William R. Morris, was a member 
of Plymouth Congregational Church.

By that time, Morris was already one 
of the most well-respected lawyers, 
not only in Minnesota, but in the 
nation. The son of a slave father 
and a free mother, William studied 
and taught law at Fisk University in 
Tennessee, where one of his students 
was W.E.B DuBois, who became the 
most important protest leader in the 
United States. In 1989 Morris moved 
to Minnesota where he became the 
second African American admitted 
to the Minnesota Bar, and the first to 
appear in Hennepin County Court. He 
was involved in numerous important 
Minnesota cases, one in 1905 when he 
defended Hannah M. Lund, who was 
sent to the State Prison in Stillwater 
for performing abortions. In 1912 
Morris was admitted to practice before 
the U. S. Supreme Court.

Morris was a member of Plymouth 
from 1890 until his death in 1929. 
Given his prominence in the 
community, there is a conspicuous 
absence of information about 
his Plymouth membership. His 
regular attendance is suggested 
by the three seating spaces he 
“rented” in the sanctuary. His wife, 
Anna, and son, Richard were also 
members. Newsletters document his 
involvement in the Young Men’s Bible 

Class where he served as secretary/
treasurer.

William Morris was at the forefront of 
the legal and legislative movements 
to improve life for the members 
of his race. Around the turn of the 
century, he helped organize the 
Afro-American Law Enforcement 
League working to secure moral 
and legal rights. In 1914, working 
with his old student DuBois and his 
Niagara Movement, Morris helped 
form the local chapter of the NAACP. 
As a leader of Black members of 
the Minnesota Republican Party, he 
appeared before the Minnesota House 
Judiciary Committee to protest a 
proposed miscegenation law. He held 
leadership positions in segregated 
local chapters of the Masons, the Odd 
Fellows and Knights of Pythias.

In 1909 Morris became involved 
in a case which demonstrated 
how sensitive the issues of racial 
equity were at the time. A Black 
pastor, Henry Malone, attempted 
to buy a home in the Linden Hills 
neighborhood of Minneapolis. His 
further plan was to start a small 
mission in a poor working-class 
neighborhood. A group of white 
Linden Hills residents organized 
to block the home sale. In an ironic 
strategic move, they hired William 
Morris as their lawyer. Morris, 
Reverend James Wharton of First 
African Methodist Episcopal Church, 
as well as other Black 
and White religious 
and community 
leaders encouraged 
Reverend Malone 
to not pursue home 
ownership in Linden 
Hills. They feared a 

racial war that would undermine 
the middle-class respectability they 
were trying to establish in the small 
black community of Minneapolis. 
Reverend James Wharton warned 
his congregation against “thrusting 
themselves where they were 
obnoxious to others and could never 
feel at home.” In the end further 
conflict was averted when the white 
Linden Hills owners pooled their 
resources and purchased the home 
themselves. While it might seem that 
Morris was on the wrong side of this 
squabble, he would become prominent 
in countless actions to promote racial 
equity in the Minneapolis community. 
Sadly, Morris died by suicide in 1929. 
It is speculated that the financial 
disaster of that year led to that act.

Outside resources record well Morris’ 
contribution to racial equality. 
Meanwhile Plymouth is left with 
more questions than answers about 
his relationship with the church. 
Why did he choose Plymouth as 
his home church and what was his 
relationship to the white congregation 
that surrounded him? In the upper 
right corner of William Morris and his 
family’s Plymouth membership cards 
is the bracketed word “colored.” This 
uncomfortable detail in Plymouth’s 
official membership records is a 
reminder of the institutional racism 
to which Plymouth, proud of its 
abolitionist history and social justice 
record, was not immune. 

Our Own Critical Race History 
MARY WELFLING

THE HISTORY CORNER
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In February of 2021, a few folks from 
Plymouth got together and rethought 
our Christmas Festival tradition. 
Gathering together during the holiday 
season to eat delicious food, sing 
carols and make crafts together has 
been a part of Plymouth’s Christmas 
traditions for many years. COVID-19 
of course has required us to rethink 
many of our Christmas traditions and 
we were open to new possibilities 
Throughout the subsequent months, 
a vision of church members and 
neighbors gathering together to 
decorate a tree took shape. 

Then our summer tent services 
reminded us how welcoming our 
faith community can be when we 
turn outward, so it only made sense 
to host the event outdoors. Through 
Leadership Council a delegation of 
boards and committees took shape. 
If you’d arrived at church at 11 a.m. 
on Saturday December 18, you’d have 
seen an empty snow-filled parking 
lot, a jumbled pile of costumes, signs, 
and set pieces in Jones Commons, 
and some boxes of cranberries and 
popcorn. You’d never believe that in 
just a few hours, we’d have a lovingly 
hand-shoveled parking lot filled 
with music, laughter, hot cocoa, 
festively packaged cookies, families, 
friends and community members, 
four donkeys, an aerialist, a friendly 
“camel”, generous contributions to St. 
Stephen’s Community Organization, 
an intergenerational Living Nativity, a 
brown baby Jesus, and a gigantic tree 
filled with ornaments that reminds us 
to care for the earth and the animals, 
that God’s eyes are always looking 
on us with love, and that Black Lives 
Matter to us. When the sun began to 
dip behind the buildings our brightly 
bundled group circled around the tree 

and lifted our voices in song together 
in Christmas carols. This felt both 
familiar and brand new and it felt that 
this could be a future of Christmas at 
Plymouth—beautiful, imperfect, solid 
and real. The idea dreamed up 10 
months prior had come to remarkable 
fruition, and all of us, as innkeepers, 
had determined that in our stable 
there is always room for miracles.

With gratitude and love,

Nina Jonson, on behalf of the entire 
Community Christmas Festival 
planning team:

• Heidi McCallister, Tom Anderson 
and Sara Ohotto Bauer, Board of 
Community Life 

• Diane Hallberg, Board of Fine Arts

• Nicole Gjevre, Board of Worship

• Sally Casselius, Board of Outreach

• Kristin Bottemiller, Board of 
Spiritual Formation

• Elizabeth Glidden and Rebecca 
Smith, Racial Justice Initiative

• Carrie Sauter, Committee for 
Children, Youth & Families and 
Climate and Environmental Justice 
group

• Seth Patterson, Minister for 
Spiritual Formation& Theater

Christmas Tradition
NINA JONSON

CHRISTMAS CELEBRATIONIn October, 2020 local historian 
Stephen Bragg contacted Plymouth 
Church for information on William 
Morris, whom he encountered 
during his research on another 
person. Resources on William Morris 
provided by Mr. Bragg and records 
in Plymouth’s Archives provided the 
content for this article.
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A Collection of Pictures from Our Community 
Christmas Festival
PHOTOGRAPHER MARK CHRISTMAN

CHRISTMAS
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A Letter of Appreciation
PLYMOUTH DROP-IN

PLYMOUTH STORIES
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regarding the status of the church building and 
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Weekly Sunday Services 

In-Person and Online  

Worship Service 
9 a.m., 11 a.m., and 5 p.m. 
via Facebook Live or at  

www.plymouth.org/worship. 

Sundays @ 10 a.m. 
Sunday Forum 

See schedule at Plymouth.org or 
on page 4.

Church School 
See Plymouth.org for more info.

Contemplative Prayer  
available  

Tuesday mornings at 9 a.m. 
Thursday mornings at 9:30 a.m.

In-Depth with Seth and Beth 
Beth Hoffman Faeth and Seth 

Patterson discuss Sunday’s sermon, 
available on Plymouth.org by 

Wednesday.

Spiritual Exploration Classes

More information at Plymouth.org

As we transition to more in-person opportunitiesk we continue to provide the 
offerings below.  

More information may be found on www.plymouth.org.

WEEKLY OFFERINGS

Offerings to Keep Us Connected 


