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Bearing the Cross
D EWAYNE L. DAVIS, L E A D M IN ISTE R

“Suffering is the inevitable fate of
those who stand up to the forces of
hatred” —James Cone, The Cross
and the Lynching Tree
A few years ago, I took my spouse
on a tour of the Mississippi Delta,
where I grew up. He had traveled
there many times before but
always visited family and attended
weddings and funerals. This time,
I wanted him to see the land and
landmarks of the freedom struggle
for Black people. We saw where
Fannie Lou Hamer walked, worked,
and worshiped in Ruleville. We
drove through Greenwood in
Leflore County, a violent and
racially repressive town where Bob
Moses of the Student Nonviolent
Coordinating Committee (SNCC)
launched a Black voter registration
drive in 1962, foreshadowing
Freedom Summer two years
later. We visited all the historical
markers commemorating Emmett
Till, the 14-year-old lynched in
1955, including the part of the
Tallahatchie River into which his
killers threw his body.
Throughout our visit, whenever
there was some written reflection
on the experience, the authors

invariably described these martyrs
and freedom fighters as “bearing
the cross” for justice. “Bearing the
cross” is a paraphrase of a verse
found in the synoptic Gospels.
Jesus exhorts his disciples to “take
up their cross and follow me”
(Matt 16:24; Mark 8:34; Luke 9:23),
inviting them to practice selfdenial as an essential component
of discipleship. It is the title of a
Pulitzer Prize-winning biography
of Martin Luther King, Jr., and
the South Christian Leadership
Council.
Every Lent and Easter, “bearing
the cross” is lifted out of its time
and context for the practice of
self-denial in Lenten exercises
and readings and re-enactments
of Jesus’ passion. As so aptly
described by the Apostle Paul,
sometimes the cross can be a
stumbling block for me. Somehow,
Jesus’ invitation to self-denial
has become synonymous with
suffering and his crucifixion a
demand for death. It feels like we
are saying that someone must
always die for justice to be done.
That blood is always required in
freeing humanity from bondage to
the worst of the human condition.
Martin Luther King often talked

about suffering being redemptive,
and I always worry that people
would interpret him to mean
that suffering is a good thing to
embrace in the pursuit of justice. I
fear that “giving value to suffering
seems to legitimize it.” There has
been such a spiritualizing of the
bearing of crosses that too little
thought is given to the painful
and violent suffering powerless
people endure. The celebration
of the victory of resurrection is so
effusive that we easily forget that
there is no indication that people
can survive the crosses imposed
on them or that we should do
anything to ease their suffering.
The theologian James Cone
complicates our veneration and
theologizing of the cross by
plymouth.org
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reminding us that the cross also hurts,
enslaves, and oppresses. He explores
the paradox of Christians finding
hope and salvation in the cross of
Jesus while perpetuating white
supremacy and the negation of hope
for Black people in the lynching tree.
Yes, “suffering is the inevitable fate
of those who stand up to the forces
of hatred,” but those who bear the
cross for the sake of justice, who suffer
because they seek change, do not
do so to die. They do not raise their
voices against injustice to become
martyrs. People do not bear crosses

for the sake of bearing crosses. They
do so for the sake of life, change, and
justice. The cross-bearers for justice
all hope to see an end to the suffering
and injustice against which they
fought so bravely.
During the season of Lent and
Easter, I pray that as we explore the
dimensions of the cross that heals
and liberates, we do not forget the
suffering and oppression that crosses
create. I pray that we do not legitimize
suffering by valuing it as the defining
characteristic of discipleship while

minimizing the call to love and serve
our neighbors. Bob Moses, Fannie
Lou Hamer, Emmett Till, and Martin
Luther King suffered mightily,
bearing crosses they did not always
choose. I have come to believe that
while I should be willing to take up
my cross, I also think we are called
“to take the crucified down from the
cross,” as the theologian Jon Sobrino
has urged us. Perhaps then the cross
will become for us a reminder not to
venerate nor legitimate suffering but
to confront it.
May it be so.

W O R D S ABO UT W O R SH I P

The Journey of Lent
B ET H HOF FM AN FAET H,

Minister for Congregational Care and Worship

Ash Wednesday, March 2, marks the
beginning of Lent. The timing of
Lent depends on the date of Easter.
Easter follows a lunar rather than a
solar calendar and is celebrated on the
Sunday that follows the first full moon
after March 21, the vernal (spring)
equinox. Therefore, Easter cannot fall
earlier than March 22 or later than
April 25. This year Easter is on April
17th. Ash Wednesday is 40 days prior
to Easter, not including Sundays.
The early Church created Lent as a
time of fasting and penance, keeping
Sundays as “mini-Easters” where in
the resurrection was celebrated and
the fast was broken.
Henri Nouwen (1932-1996), one of my
favorite theologians, wrote: “Lent is
the most important time of the year
to nurture our inner life. It is the time
during which we not only prepare
ourselves to celebrate the mystery of
the death and resurrection of Jesus,
but also the death and resurrection
that constantly takes place within us.
Life is a continuing process of the
death of the old and the familiar, and
2
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being reborn again into a new life, a
new trust, and a new love. Lent is a
gentle but also demanding time. It is
a time of solitude but also community,
it is a time of listening to the voice
within, but also a time of paying
attention to other people’s needs. It
is a time to continuously make the
passage to new inner life as well as to
life with those around us.”
Our preaching theme for Lent is
“Centering In The Spirit: A Sacred
Path to Liberation”. Using one of
the Revised Common Lectionary
scripture readings for each Sunday,
sermons will explore the Lenten
invitation to re-define a commitment
to the sacred and how turning
towards God has the potential to free
us towards a life of contemplation
and action. Lent is a gift of time to
seriously consider how the call to
be a Christian is lived out in our
complicated world.
Over the next few months, we have
several special Sundays planned:
Confirmation on March 6, Monroe

Crossing performing “Bluegrass
Mass” on March 20, Palm Sunday
on April 10, Easter Sunday on
April 17, Earth Sunday on April 24,
Immigration Sunday on May 8, and
Youth Sunday on May 22. All these
occasions will enhance our worship
experience as well as our Lenten and
Easter journey while both celebrating
the gifts of our youth and drawing
attention to specific needs in the
world. Through worship we can
practice Nouwen’s invitation to “a
time of listening to the voice within,
but also a time of paying attention
to other people’s needs… a time to
continuously make the passage to
new inner life as well as to life with
those around us.”
While the pandemic has forced us
to experience worship differently in
the last two years, we come together
now – both in person and virtually –
to make meaning at the intersection
of life and faith. Let us worship with
open hearts and minds at Plymouth
Congregational Church.

R I V E R SI D E I NNO VATO I N H UB

Creating a Path to the Future
ELI ZABETH BLANCHE TTE A N D N IN A J O N SO N

Members of Plymouth
Congregational Church have
been on a journey with Riverside
Innovation Hub (RIH) through
Augsburg University, since
joining up with 12 other local
congregations in a two year
Transforming Congregations
grant. Nina Jonson and Hannah
Gustafson, along with Theresa
Voss, Dawn Hofstrand, and
Jean Tracy, (Plymouth’s RIH
steering committee) have been
participating in sessions to help
envision a future where Plymouth
Church partners with and serves
the community surrounding us in
a new and more life-giving way.
The Transforming Congregations
program takes churches through
the 4 stages of the Public Church
framework, using a story from
Ezekiel as a guide. In the story,
Ezekial comes across a temple
with water flowing out of it and
up and over impediments into
the surrounding areas, creating
flourishing ecosystems. In the
work of the two year program,
participating congregations learn
how their “goid news,” or “jubilee”

can flow out beyond their walls
into their community, giving life
to their neighbors and their own
congregation as well.
The first step in this journey
was to develop a deeper
understanding of what our
neighborhood is, where its
boundaries lie, the people who
live in our community, and areas
of joy as well as those of strife.
Through part of this process
the steering committee took
a prayer walk, guided by the
spirit to explore the area around
Plymouth Church. Their goal was
to observe and note the things of
beauty and the areas of challenge.
They learned the many beautiful
ways the community flourishes
in the fall. With growing gardens,
shared produce, beautiful works
of art made from the blank canvas
on the sides of the building.
Caring neighbors reaching out
just to talk with them, encouraged
by a smile
They also saw the effects of
demonstrations seeking justice

following the murder of George
Floyd, the looming gentrification
of a diverse neighborhood, and
a community still in need of
healing.
They also spoke with
stakeholders in the community,
a process that is ongoing, to
determine what are the areas of
joy and concern. Conversations
yielded rich insight, and a variety
of avenues forward.
What they learned from the first
6 months will be taken into the
next chapter of work, as they
move through Interpretation,
into Discernment and finally, into
joyful Proclamation.
The steering committee are also
working on sharing their work
and collaborating with a variety
of other groups working on
Plymouth’s physical and spiritual
presence in the community.
If you are interested in learning
more about the Public Church,
the RIH cohort, or getting
involved, please contact Nina
Jonson (ninaj@plymouth.org)

PAR I SH R E GI STE R
REC ENTLY BEREAVED

REC EN T LY D EC EA S E D

Tom & Cyn Bloom, death of Tom’s father, Robert Bloom

S t e p h e n H a r l a n - M a r k s , h u s b a n d o f P a t H a r l a n - M a r ks

Cathy & Mike Crane, death of Cathy’s mother, Carolyn Wertz

P e t e r H e e g a a rd , h u s b a n d of A n n e H e e g a a rd

Anna & Nathan Jeide-Detweiler, death of Anna’s grandfather, Rev. Dr.
Arthur A. Rouner, Jr.

J u d y Bot t e m i l l e r, w i f e of Ka r l Bot t e m i l l e r, m ot h er of C h u ck
Bo t t e m i l l e r, g r a n d m ot h e r of J o h n Bot t e m i l l e r

Ellen & Jim van Iwaarden, death of Ellen’s father, Jerry J. Trout; Coco
& Sam Carson, death of Coco’s grandfather; Amelia van Iwaarden
& Oren Lavie, death of Amelia’s grandfather; Maya Lavie, death of
great-grandfather
Myrna Wente, death of husband, Norm Wente
plymouth.org
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The Sounds Of Spring

Q UAR TE R NO TE S

P H I LI P BRU NELLE, OR G A N IST- CHO IR M A STE R

It is with great joy that the
Plymouth Adult Choir returns
to the sanctuary! During the
two months that they were ‘on
hiatus’ we can all be grateful for
the beautiful singing of our Solo
Quintet: Jenny French, Maria
Jette, Lisa Drew, Dan Dressen
and James Bohn. Thanks also
to Marie Scholtz and our Jazz
Trio for their wonderful support
of the First Service. Now we
look forward to all of our choirs
returning, both singing and
ringing!
For the Adult Choir there will be
(as always) a marvelous range

of music to be heard during the
months ahead ranging from
Mozart, Handel, Scarlatti and
Schütz to Holst, Libby Larsen,
Alice Parker, and Egil Hovland.
There will be music from South
Africa and Finland, the premiere
of a Pentecost anthem by
Jonathan Posthuma, and music
celebrating the 150th anniversary
of the English composer Ralph
Vaughan Williams’ birth.
Of course, Easter Sunday will
include yours truly playing
Widor’s “Toccata” and a brass
quartet and timpani will join
us as well. How wonderful that

Plymouth Sunday Forum

we can all
be back
together
once again!
Philip
Brunelle
P.S. March
20 at both
services,
Carol
Barnett’s BLUEGRASS MASS
with the bluegrass band Monroe
Crossing and the Plymouth
Choir!

FO R UM

REB ECCA M ILLER

We joyfully look forward to our in-person Sunday Forum conversations as we move into spring. The next presentations
will touch on a wide variety of subjects ranging from Ten Thousand Things Theater to sustainable palm branches.
Upcoming sessions are listed below and more information is available on the Sunday Forum webpage of the Plymouth
website (click the Explore tab, then Sunday Forum) and in the Plymouth Friday emails.
We will continue to have an online presence so if you prefer or need to be at home - or home is distant from Plymouth we will be available on zoom and youtube.
If you have an idea for a program, please contact any of us on the Sunday Forum committee. We welcome your
suggestions - and your curiosity!
-Jackie Prince (chair), Bryce Hamilton, John Humphrey, Jane Koll, Rebecca Miller, Seth Patterson, Myra Starkenburg
March 6: Solos and the Backup Plan – Linda Camp
March 13: Ten Thousand Things Theater presents
Thunder Knocking on the Door – Marcela Lorca
March 20: Introduction to Hennepin History Museum
– John Crippen
March 27: I AM AN ICON: Everyone Deserves A Safe
Home – Bianca Dawkins
April 3: Beneficiaries of Easter Offering
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April 10: Eco-Palms: Promoting social and
environmental justice – Dean Current
April 17: Easter Sunday -- No Sunday Forum
April 24: Earth Sunday
May 1: The Nature of Spirit, the Spirit of Nature (or…
Pilgrims Seeking Presence in Nature) – David Astin
May 8: MINE (animated web-series) – JaNaé Bates
May 15: How the Streets Were Made: Housing
Segregation and Black Life in America – Yelena Bailey

CAM PUS TASK FO R CE

Plymouth Campus Task Force
P ET ER EICHTEN

The Deacons have chartered a
new task force focused on aligning
Plymouth’s substantial physical assets,
building and land, with the church’s
mission and the Purposes of the
Church. The recommendations of the
Growth Task Force will guide the work
of the Campus Task Force.
The task force will:
• Make recommendations for the
future use of the current church
building and land.
• Help Plymouth become more
welcoming to all and more
connected to the community.
• Assess the adjacent properties and
their potential to further Plymouth’s
mission.
The task force is committed to
communicate intensively with the
congregation, so be looking for
updates in the Flame, This Week
at Plymouth, and the website. The

task force will also be soliciting
comments, thoughts, and ideas from
the congregation as the work moves
forward.
The task force is asking questions
like: what building maintenance can
we expect in the future and what
is the potential cost? How is our
building being presently used, and
how can it be used to promote social
justice? Who are our neighbors and
how can we truly become neighbors?
What partnerships do we already
have and what new partnerships can
be made? How do we make Plymouth
more welcoming and hospitable to all
people? How can we use the land in
the most just way possible?
The Deacons reached out to the
congregation for task force members.
There was a good response. The
Task Force consists of 16 Plymouth
members and is divided into 5 subcommittees.

Task Force Subcommittees:
• Finance Committee
• Land and Property Use
• Mapping the Neighborhood
• Potential Partners
• Welcoming Space
Members of the task force serve
on one of the committees. The
committees are open to anyone
who may be interested. If you have
an interest in serving on one of the
committees or learning more about
the work of the committees, please
feel free to contact a task force
member.
Task Force members are: Peg Birk,
DeWayne Davis, Katie Dailey Dillon,
Peter Eichten, Lila Franklin, Dennis
Gimmestad, Jeff Hall, E.J. Kelley,
Sarah Lehman, Ann Manning, Don
Mackenzie, John Schenk, Brian Siska,
Carol Truesdell, Theresa Voss, Cole
Williams.

S PI R I TUAL FO R M ATI O N

Youth Sunday is May 22!
N I NA JONS ON

Save the date—Youth Sunday is May
22!
Come gather to celebrate the
compassion, hope and resilience
of the young people of Plymouth!
We will join together for a single
service, featuring music by our
children and youth arts programs
as well as other special guests, an
entirely youth led worship service,
and a time to honor the teachers,
youth specialists and volunteers who
make the programming at Plymouth

so remarkable. We will also be
recognizing our graduating seniors:
John Bottemiller, Spencer Bubula,
Sara Burch, Anna Christensen,
Hannah Faeth, Emma Hazen-Disch,

Griffin Moore, Sanna Walker, and
Magnus Wuolo-Journey.
This is a Sunday you won’t want to
miss!
plymouth.org
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More Than a Logo

M AR KE TI NG TASK FO R CE

JEAN TRACY

What are the best ways to draw people
to Plymouth? Once they enter our
doors, how do we help ensure they feel
welcomed, and that they return?
Those questions, which our church
has been grappling with for years,
have been front and center for a
Plymouth group with professional
marketing and communications
experience. The group’s creation, a
recommendation of the Growth Task
Force, was convened last fall.
The group’s work has included
research, review of the Plymouth’s

Share Your Skills

marketing and communications
efforts and discussions with church
leaders, members, clergy, and staff.
In April, recommendations for next
steps will be presented to Leadership
Council. Recommendations
will include ways to promote all
that Plymouth has to offer, and
opportunities to more fully engage
members, friends, and guests visiting
Plymouth, as well as strengthen our
connection and engagement with our
neighbors and in our community.

The marketing group includes
Elizabeth Blanchette, Tim Brunelle,
DeWayne Davis, Jill Hennesen, Scott
Stano and Jean Tracy.

LI FE SKI LLS FAI R

NI N A J ONSON

Share your skills, knowledge and
talents with the next generation!
This fall, the teenagers in our FIRE
Youth Group came up with an
awesome idea—a Life Skills Fair, where
middle and high schoolers from the
Plymouth Community and beyond
could come together and learn skills
that they’ve missed out on learning,
or forgotten how to do, that will be
beneficial for them later in life! They
hope you might be willing to spend
some time on Saturday May 21st
interacting with them, sharing your
skills, and answering their questions.
Current requests from the teens are:
• Basic sewing and clothing care—
putting on a button, mending a
rip, hand sewing, home remedies
to remove stains, how to remove
wrinkles if you don’t have an iron,
etc.

6
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• Financial Skills—writing a check,
making a budget, learning about
credit cards and interest, why and
how to pay taxes
• Cooking—simple meal prep—
scrambled eggs, pasta, making sure
meat is done, what seasonings to
have in your pantry, easy meals that
are healthy and cheap.

person (not via technology), how
and when to write a thank you letter.
• And there will be more!
Basically, if you have something you
are good at, there is a kid at Plymouth
who wants to know how to do it!
Please email ninaj@plymouth.org to
learn more.

The youth of Plymouth need YOUR
• Automotive skills—what do the
lights on your dashboard mean, how help—share your skills today!
to check tire pressure, how to add
more air to tires, how to check oil
level and add more oil and wiper
fluid.
• Preparing for the future—writing
a resume, applying for financial aid,
deciding on/paying for college.
• Social skills—how to access
customer service on the phone,
increasing comfort with talking on
the phone, how to make friends in

S PI R I TUAL FO R M ATI O N

Sundays at 10—Began on February 20!
T H E B OARD OF SPRITITUA L FO R M ATIO N

Beginning in February 2022, the
Board of Spiritual Formation and
its committees have been offering
a variety of activities between the 9
a.m. and 11 a.m. services. This time is
referred to as Sundays at 10, and offers
an opportunity for folks who attend
either service to learn and engage
with one another outside of worship.
Sundays at 10 will provide options
organized around 5 primary
categories. The offerings within
these categories may vary, but
you can expect to see something
offered in each category each
week. Weekly topics, meeting
locations, and information about
virtual participation options will be
published in the church calendar.
Sunday Forum: This category is
coordinated by the Sunday Forum
Committee. They will continue to
offer high-quality, engaging speakers
on a variety of relevant topics each

week. This will be both in-person in
the Chapel as well as a live Zoom
webinar for remote viewing.

and learn from each other. This will
take place in Gallery outside of The
Conn Theater.

Church School: This category is
coordinated by the Committee
for Children, Youth, and Families
and Director of Children, Youth
& Family Nina Jonson. While
focused on engaging our children
and youth, church school offers
numerous opportunities for adults to
develop enriching intergenerational
relationships as teachers, co-teachers,
and classroom friends. This will take
place across the 2nd floor of the
Education Wing.

Contemplation: This category
is coordinated by the Plymouth
Contemplatives group, who will be
determining what activities to include
to meet the need for contemplative
practice each week. This will be in the
Fireside Room.

Small Group Conversations: This
category will be coordinated by
the Board of Spiritual Formation.
Offerings in this category will focus
on engaging participants in dialogue
or conversation around a specific
topic. Offerings give our community
an opportunity to practice listening

Coffee and social time: Throughout
Sundays at 10, there will be a casual,
unstructured time to gather and
connect with our community over
coffee and tea. This will be in Jones
Commons.
Our hope is that Sundays at 10 will be
a time for our community to gather
between services to learn, explore,
and grow together. If you’ve never
attended Sundays at 10, we hope
you’ll check it out! And if you’ve come
in the past, we hope you’ll come again
and try something new.

MO R TALI TY PR O JE CT

The Backup Plan for Solos
T O M LEFEVERE, M OR TA L ITY PR O J E CT CO M M ITTE

Facing the challenges of aging requires planning, and this
is especially true if you are someone who lives alone, a
“solo”, defined as someone who by chance or circumstances
functions without the support of family. Many of us are solos
or will be in the future.
Establishing a backup plan can allow us to stay in charge of
our own well-being for as long as possible by creating our
own personal safety net to help with decision making and
practical steps regarding health and wellness issues, and
maintaining independence. The Backup Plan addresses the
basic question “if not you, then who?”

The Plymouth Mortality Project Committee is
sponsoring the March 6 Sunday Forum at which we
will hear from Linda J. Camp, member of a League of
Cities Task Force which
addressed the issue of
maintaining health and
wellness for solos. Linda
will share her insights and
give us an overview of
the Backup Plan concept,
including practical tools for
implementation.
plymouth.org

flame

7

TH E H I STO RY CO R NE R

Plymouth’s Roots in Social Activism
HAL SCHNEEBECK

On December 1, 1859, Henry Martyn
Nichols preached two sermons
in Minneapolis, one at the First
Presbyterian Church and the second
at Plymouth Congregational Church.
Both churches were without pastors,
Plymouth because it had terminated
its first pastor, Norman McLeod, after
a bitter dispute that deeply divided
the congregation.
Samuel C. Gale, a Yale graduate with
one year at Harvard Law, arrived in
Minneapolis in 1857. He attended both
sermons and observed: “A remarkable
preacher full of new power – combines
more excellencies as a preacher than
any other man in Minnesota.” Gale
remarked about Nichols’ activism:
“He preaches very little doctrine – but
insists upon practice.”
Nichols was an ordained
Congregational minister from
Massachusetts who immigrated to
St. Anthony in 1853. He was a Whig,
strongly attached to the Reform
movement that advocated political
action to eradicate the two “material
sins” in America: alcohol and slavery.
From the very beginning he was
active in Minnesota Republican Party
politics.
In October of 1853 he became pastor
of the First Presbyterian Church in
Stillwater. The Presbyterians firmly
believed that politics should never
be raised from the pulpit. Nichols
disagreed and freely addressed
political issues. He attacked the
Kansas-Nebraska Act because it
expanded the reach of slavery. He
and his wife Nancy were active in
the underground railroad along the
St. Croix River. His attack on the
institution of slavery was relentless:
8
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“Slavery shall die; its death knell shall
come because God reigns.”

unregulated saloons came to
dominate Nichols’s concern.

Nichols was censured in other
Presbyterian churches for his
preaching. A St. Paul pastor preached
on “the wickedness of preaching
politics.” Nichols fired back. Ministers
who did not address political issues
were betraying their duty to speak the
truth. “Chains and shackles off from
the Pulpit! Let there be one place
where Truth goes not on crutches!”

Late in March a clerk at the hotel
where Nichols was staying died of
alcohol poisoning. Nichols was with
him. The next Sunday he preached
a temperance sermon to a packed
house at Plymouth attended by many
residents of Minneapolis. As a result
of the sermon, the next Tuesday a
committee of fifty women visited all
the saloons and reported the names of
all saloonkeepers who refused to close.

In Minneapolis both Plymouth and
the Presbyterians were competing
for Nichols. Plymouth won. Nichols
agreed to preach at Plymouth for six
months, beginning December 26,
1859.
As Plymouth’s new pastor Nichols
took steps to heal the wounds in the
congregation caused by the McLeod
controversy. That did not prevent him
from preaching on political issues. In
one of his first sermons at Plymouth,
January 1, 1860, his topic was the
state of the world. He observed that
Plymouth members might be required
to embrace war in order to eradicate
the evil of slavery. His advocacy of
war did not deter Plymouth from
voting to make him their settled
pastor on January 12, 1860.
Nichols’ anti-slavery credentials were
unquestionable. However, it was
the other great national evil, alcohol,
that came to dominate his preaching
and action. In a frontier town like
Minneapolis alcohol caused many
social problems including violence,
crime, and domestic abuse. Of the
two great evils, alcohol was the evil
that residents of frontier Minneapolis
had to confront every day. The
crusade against the unlicensed,

On Wednesday night “the liquor
sellers” burned Plymouth church.
Nichols was not intimidated. The
following night he led an anti-alcohol
meeting of the citizens of Minneapolis
and continued his attack in his sermon
the next Sunday. The saloonkeepers
were outraged. There was fear for
Nichols’ life. Men from the churches
of Minneapolis set an overnight watch
around Nichols’ hotel for fear it would
be torched while he slept. During
the day they would not let him walk
the streets alone. Nichols carried a
revolver.
In the few weeks he had left, Nichols
led a concerted effort to rebuild the

church. The last entry in his diary late
in June reads: “Prospect brightens
for a new church.” Then, on July 5,
1860, Nichols, along with other family
members, drowned during a family
outing on Lake Calhoun. Samuel
Gale observed: “I never saw a whole
community so stricken with sorrow.
Mr. Nichols had a very strong hold
upon the popular affection and filled a
very large place in the society at large
– a man with a large brain and still
larger heart.”
Plymouth struggled for several
years to stay alive. With the call of
Charles Salter to the pastorate in 1864,
Plymouth continued its commitment
to social engagement and helped set
a precedent for advocacy of social
justice that surfaces throughout its
165-year history.
Sources for this article are from
Plymouth’s Archives, and Gale,
Samuel Chester. Transcript of Diaries
(1858). Hennepin County, Minneapolis
Central Library, Special Collections.

“In a year
of extremely
dark times,
Camp
Plymouth
is a bright
light...”

SUM M E R PR O GR AM M I NG

Summer Programming is Back
N IN A J ON S ON

Summer programming is back, and
bigger than ever!
Last summer the parking lot tent was
filled with kids learning, playing and
making memories. This year, whether
outdoors or in, we can’t wait for more
summer fun!
June 13-17 Camp Club—spend 5
mornings at Plymouth trying out
different activities that spark your
interest—art, music, the outdoors, and
more.
July 11 - 15 Peace Camp—it’s hard to
imagine topping last year’s camp but
we are going to try. We can’t wait to
share with you this year’s theme…and
we will, as soon as we figure it out!
Peace Camp is incredibly labor
intensive, with many moving parts,
and extra adult volunteers are wildly
helpful in its success. If you are willing
to volunteer a day or two, we would be
so grateful.
August 15 - 19 Musical Spectacular—
we created a hit last year, and we are
doing it again. Kids grades 3-12 (and
interested adults!) join together to
create a musical from nothing in just 5
days, culminating with performances
that are open to the church
community and the public.

August 26 - 28 Camp Plymouth—
Though we are still finalizing our
location, we are planning to gather
folks from 8 months to over 80 years
together again for three days of fun,
fellowship and frolicking in nature.
According to an attendee last year,
“In a year of extremely dark times,
Camp Plymouth is a bright light that
we remember with fondness—truly a
highlight!”
NEW August 29, 30 and 31 - Drop
Off Days— As a working parent,
finding camps or care during the
last week of summer before Labor
Day can be a huge challenge, and
we wanted to help out! Each day
we will offer a different theme, such
as wacky water, art adventures, or
our wonderful world, with lots of
fun activities to keep kids engaged.
Kids get to do cool things with their
friends, and parents get to send their
kids to a safe, fun, welcoming place to
finish off their summer on a high note.
If you have any questions about
any of our summer programs, are
interested in volunteering with any
of them, or want to register a child or
youth in your life, please email ninaj@
plymouth.org

plymouth.org
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NE W M E M BE R S

On December 12, 2021 We Welcomed New Members
The Covenant
We covenant with you, O God,
and one with another, and do bind
ourselves in your presence to walk
together in all your ways, according as
you are pleased to reveal yourself to us
in your blessed word of truth.

Department of Natural Resources in
Madison.

—based on the Salem Covenant of
1629

Anna Jeide-Detweiler

DeWayne Davis
DeWayne, Lead Minister of Plymouth
Church, joins the congregation today.

Anna grew up in Minnesota attending
Wayzata Community Church, where
her mother was a minister for 30
Dana Chabot
years. She currently works as the US
Pat and I moved back to Minneapolis
Ministry Director for the Pilgrim
one year ago from Madison, WI, where Center for Reconciliation. She loves
we spent the past 20 years of our
singing, reading, and getting outside
lives. I’m now retired (as is Pat) after
in all seasons. She lives in South
working as a financial manager for
Minneapolis with her husband
15 or so land trusts and other, small
Nathan and their puppy, Lille.
not-for-profit organizations in southAnna is looking forward to building
central Wisconsin. Pat and I lived in
community and growing in faith at
the Twin Cities until 1992, so this is a
Plymouth!
long-delayed home coming for us.
Nathan Jeide-Detweiler
Pat Chabot
Nathan was born in Liberia, grew up
A year ago, my husband Dana and
in Benin, and lived in South Africa
I moved back to Minneapolis from
during high school. His parents
Madison, WI. We were members of a
were public health specialists with
Congregational Church in Madison
Mennonite Mission Network.
and wanted to join a church here.
After graduating from high school,
We were warmly welcomed when
Nathan attended St. Olaf College in
attending outdoor church services
Minnesota. He is currently pursuing
at Plymouth this summer, and after
a master’s degree at the University
participating in some of the One
of Minnesota. He has worked in
More Chair activities, we’ve decided
advocacy and immigration law. He
to become members. A church that
lives in South Minneapolis with his
is inclusive, strives for social justice,
wife Anna and their puppy, Lille.
and set in the Christian tradition is
While Nathan values his Mennonite
important to me.
and Lutheran heritage, he is looking
forward to joining a church that
I am retired from a career of
sees itself as part of the broader
environmental protection work at
community in Minneapolis.
the MN Pollution Agency (when we
lived here in the past) and the WI
Blessing
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Kareem Murphy
Born in New England of southern
heritage, I spent most of my adult
life in and around Washington, DC.
I’m married to DeWayne Davis (my
college sweetheart) and a human
parent to Eubie, a wonderful runt of a
cocker spaniel. I love musical theater,
photography, and 80s R&B music.
Career-wise, I am a government
affairs professional, currently running
the Intergovernmental Relations
program for Hennepin County. I’m a
twin.
Mary & Tim Sheehan
Tim and I are retired and live in
downtown Minneapolis. We have two
grown daughters and four wonderful
grandchildren. We are engaged in
many public service activities in the
community.
Jan Stuve
I enjoy spending time with my cat,
Madison. She is a Maine Coon, so she
is large! My father is alive at the age of
88; my mother died of cancer in 2001.
I just love the First Service because
it’s such a relaxed service, and I learn
something new each week.
John Waldron
I moved to Minneapolis in 2017 for
school and now work as a union
framing carpenter for Braxton. I
am happy to have found a church
that is not only gorgeous and often
filled with beautiful music but also
advocates for justice in our world.

Welcome New Members!
DeWayne Davis and Kareem Murphy, John Waldron, Jan Stuve, Anna and
Nathan Jeide-Detweiler, Dana and Pat Chabot, Mary and Tim Sheehan

plymouth.org
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W E E KLY O FFE R I NGS
Editor: Elizabeth Blanchette
Communication & Marketing Manager
Submit items for publication to Elizabeth
Blanchette, ElizabethB (at) plymouth.org,
no later than May 10 for the Summer Issue.
We reserve the right to edit or delay the
publication of any article.
Published seasonally for members and
friends of Plymouth Congregational Church,
Minneapolis, Minnesota. Subscribe to the
electronic version by sending a note to
churchinfo (at) plymouth.org. Find out the
latest news; go to www.plymouth.org or
facebook.com/PlymouthCongregationalChurch
Tel: 612/871-7400; Fax: 612/871-0014

SUNDAY WORSHIP

Please check our website
(www.plymouth.org/WORSHIP)
for services.
Because of the insidiousness of the COVID-19
virus and the continuously evolving
recommendations from the CDC and Minnesota
Department of Health, Beth Hoffman Faeth will
update the congregation in the Friday email
regarding the status of the church building and
programming notes.

Offerings to Keep Us Connected
As we transition to more in-person opportunitiesk we continue to provide the
offerings below.
More information may be found on www.plymouth.org.

Weekly Sunday Services
In-Person and Online
Worship Service
9 a.m., 11 a.m., and 5 p.m.
via Facebook Live or at
www.plymouth.org/worship.
In-Depth with Seth and Beth
Beth Hoffman Faeth and Seth
Patterson discuss Sunday’s
sermon, available on Plymouth.
org by Wednesday.
Spiritual Exploration Classes
More information at Plymouth.
org

Sundays @ 10 a.m.

Sunday Forum
See schedule at Plymouth.org or on
page 4.
Church School
See Plymouth.org for more info.
Contemplative Prayer
Also available
Tuesday mornings at 9 a.m.
Thursday mornings at 9 a.m.
Group Discussion Hour- Listening
with Intention
Gallery

