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Karen convened the meeting at 7 pm 
 
Sarah offered an opening meditation from David Whyte, Consolations: The Solace, Nourishment 
and Underlying Meaning of Everyday Words 
 
Actions:  
The Deacons received from the Covid Advisory Committee its recommendation that for the 
month of January there be no in-person worship, no choir, and that accommodations be made as 
needed in the work of the staff.   Jim moved that the Deacons approve these 
recommendations.  Mike seconded.   Approved.  
 
Slight correction in Bylaws (add what’s in red, delete 3.) 
 4.4 Church Groups 
 The Lead Minister shall ensure that Church groups (Deacons, Leadership Council, 
 Boards, committees, task forces, and other groups) operate with appropriate approval. 
 
 Accordingly, the Lead Minister shall not 

1. Permit Church groups to operate in ways that are not consistent with the Church’s 
mission, values, policies, and Congregational covenant. 

2. Permit church groups to operate in a manner that is not consistent with Plymouth’s 
legal and contractual obligations. 

3. obligations. 
 
Reports  

- from Moderator, Ministers, Treasurer were circulated electronically and discussed 
briefly. 

- Jeff reported on the creation of the Task Force that he and Brian Siska are forming.  
There is currently a good pool of people who have come forward to participate.  He will 
be talking, too, with DeWayne and Anne Gustafson about the group’s composition He’s 
also welcoming suggestions from Deacons for other participants.   

- Beth reported from the Covid Advisory Group about recommendations for going virtual 
for the remainder of January, with February decisions to come later.   

 
Discussion 



- Expansion of the clergy/staff.  When Plymouth lost clergy, the jobs that those clergy did 
didn’t go away.  The Deacons support moving toward increasing the number of clergy, 
following a review by the ministers of what’s needed in that 4th person and, in the short 
term, looking for other kinds of support. 

- categories of church membership, land acknowledgement – tabled (for lack of time) 
 
Conversation with the Congregation (Jay and Annette) will find a date for January/early 
February. 
 
Adjourned 9 pm and went into Executive Session. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Annette Atkins, Clerk 
 


