
 

Minutes	Procedure	
Minute-taker submits draft to group within 10 days of meeting; members have 7 days to submit revisions (no 
response is treated as approval). 

If any revisions, minute-taker forwards revised draft to group within 3 days for electronic approval; members have 2 
days to respond (no response is treated as approval). 

Minute-taker submits approved minutes in Microsoft Word format to the Ministry Assistant for Programs (Doug 
Freeman, dougf@plymouth.org) upon approval. 

BOARD	OF	SPIRITUAL	FORMATION	
Meeting	Minutes	
Thursday,	May	13,	2021	

Attendance: 

Yes No   Yes No  
■  Kristin Bottemiller (2022)  ■  Seth Patterson, Minister for Spiritual Formation and Theater 
■  Anne Cheatham (2022)  ■  Emily Moses-Thomsen (2023) 
■  Corbin Dillon (2021)  ■  Josh Scharback (2022) 
■  John Gisselquist (2023)  ■  Johanna Schussler (2021), Chair 
■  Renée Macomber (2022)   ■ Stacy Yoakiem (2021) 

GUESTS: Nina Johnson (probably coming to future meetings) 

Opening	Meditation:		
Renee - Opening meditation: Excerpt from Seeing the Sacred by Julie E. Nerhaas 

Actions	Taken:	
Item 1. Minutes of the previous meeting electronically approved. 

Agenda	Items	
1. George Floyd Memorial Vigil (flyer and description attached) 

A. CCYF has a timeslot from 6-7, sharing with the board of Community Life.  Contemplatives and 
the Fellowship Groups will co-host the 5-6 hour. We are being asked to support the 4-5 time slot 
if possible as it does not have a current host. There are opportunities throughout the day for 
board members to show up and support.  All activities will cease at 8pm. 

2. How to help the Spiritual Exploration, Forum and Library Committees in the next phase of their works 
and recruiting new chairs/members. 

A. Library - Hazel Lutz is going to leave chair of the Library committee, they have not met much and 
the lack of indoor time has been tough.  Possibly the ability for vaccinated people to be inside 
could help.  Alicia Gibson and John Humphrey are options for new chairs. 

B. Spiritual Exploration - Has 4 members left, down from about 7 or 8.  It seems like it wouldn’t be 
too much work for someone new to step in and chair, just a lot of organizing.  Committee goal is 
to garner ideas from the congregation for more classes. Would be great to get someone who is 
“process” based. 

C. Sunday Forum - Rebecca Miller is asking to step down as the chair within the next few weeks. 
Jackie Prince, who was a previous chair, is willing to co-chair and Jane Koll may be willing to join 
her.  Seth will chat with Jane about her reservations. Sunday Forum is also looking to add new 
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members and has a few ideas of people who have been regularly attending the forums as well 
as trying to re-engage members who have not been very active lately. 

D. Discussion - sometimes when there are no people to step into roles, it helps the rest of the 
church to realize that there are more leaders needed. Seth is going to speak to a few people but 
wanted to wait until after this meeting.  This has been a challenging year for everyone! Asking 
someone directly and having a conversation is the most effective way to get someone to join a 
board/committee.  What would it look like to have a close working relationship with both 
Sunday Forum and Spiritual Exploration? Could there be a chair for both and have a co-chair in 
each.  Phone bank to reach out to people to find more support for the committees? Maybe 
another “Great Plymouth Check-in” before the Fall. Is this an opportunity to remodel how 
Plymouth offers it’s extra-spiritual activities.  Should we hire an organizer that would help to do 
the things that Seth and Nina cannot/don’t have time for.  Spiritual Ex could go away/change.  If 
a person over the Summer could create a process for people to submit ideas for classes, that 
could be a short-term project manager job to help bridge the gap for a short time. Sometimes 
organizations just have no specific leader and are functional. MN United Church of Christ, 
convening a group of people reimagining church, Nina will be participating and may reach out to 
Renee to join after she sees what it’s like.  Are there any people on the current Library 
committee that are willing to be chair?  Josh will reach out and ask. Stacy is particularly 
interested in helping if she can. 

3. Welcoming Nina Jonson to this and subsequent meetings 
A. Julie Neraas book, the Play Seedfolks, Winter Revival: no church school, all people of all ages 

could participate in activities.  Winter generational revival: A time where there would be no 
church school but multiple options for people of all ages to interact together during the 10am 
hour, like engaging in Julie Neraas’ photography project, a play, Spirit Moves...  We would want 
to have enough options and large spaces.  These offerings would need to be marketable in a 
way so that people who don’t have young children are not immediately uninterested. If we can 
think in a different way to help committees not have to compete for people to attend their 
offerings, now is a great time to do it.   

4. Closing (SETH): Reimagining - a new tree tapestry for the Fall that doesn’t necessarily have to be put up 
again. 

 

Next	Meeting	
June, 10, 2021 6:30 

 

Respectfully submitted, 
Corbin Dillon, secretary 


