
 

Minutes Procedure 

Minute-taker submits draft to group within 10 days of meeting; members have 7 days to submit revisions (no 
response is treated as approval). 

If any revisions, minute-taker forwards revised draft to group within 3 days for electronic approval; members have 2 
days to respond (no response is treated as approval). 

Minute-taker submits approved minutes in Microsoft Word format to the Ministry Assistant to Clergy (Doug Freeman, 
dougf@plymouth.org) upon approval. 

Meeting Minutes 
Wednesday, May 4, 2022 

Attendance: 

Ye
s 

N
o 

  Ye
s 

N
o 

 

■  Nancy Gores, Chair  ■  Maureen Tanis, Worship 

■  Eric Olsen, Chair Elect  ■  Mary Welfling, Archivist 

■  Anne Seltz, Secretary  ■  Barb Iverson, Racial Justice Initiative 

■  Tom Anderson, Community Life  ■  Linda Campbell, Racial Justice Initiative 

 * 
Mike McGettigan, Finance and 
Administration 

 ■  
DeWayne Davis, Lead Minister 

■  
Diane Hallberg, Fine Arts 

 ■  
Beth Hoffman Faeth, Minister for Congregational 
Care & Worship 

■  
Mary Jordan, Outreach 

 ■  
Seth Patterson, Minister for Spiritual Formation 
& Theater 

 * 
Johanna Schussler, Spiritual 
Formation 

   
 

GUESTS: list: John Gisselquist, for Spiritual Formation, Anne Gustafson, Director of Operations 

Actions Taken: 

Item 1. Minutes of the previous meeting electronically approved. 
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Chair Nancy Gores opened the meeting at 6:05 pm and welcomed all to our first in-person meeting of 
the year. 

BUDGET proposal reported on by Anne Gustafson and Rev Dr. Davis as Board of Finance Chair, Mike 
McGettigan, not present.  Final budget was in process not yet available for review. Strong support for 
possible staff remuneration increase, possible separate building fund in addition to the operating 
budget and possible additional clergy staff.  

NOMINATING COMMITTEE Chair Erik Olsen continues to receive nominations from Board Chairs and 
needs to receive more. He has information provided by Douglas Freeman on Board membership: 
potential vacancies, those eligible to continue and those whose terms have expired.  We anticipate LC 
will be asked to approve a slate of candidates electronically. 
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MEDITATION     Rev. Beth Hoffman Faeth offered comments and a prayer encouraging Leadership 
Council members to relate with deep respect during our next discussions. 

SUMMER EMBROIDERY   

Chair Gores said the discussion would focus on the Intent, Images, and Impact of the embroidery from 
various perspectives and that then there would be a Q&A time for the LC. These presentations are not 
only for the LC but will most likely be the content of presentations to the congregation when the LC 
seeks input. 

INTENT 

Chair Gores reviewed the associated governance issues. She shared her work in the archives exploring 
the intent of needlers. She had access to the correspondence between Mary Carson, the primary 
originator of the embroidery project, and the artist. Carson negated use of confederate flag, 
encouraged depiction of our flaws as a country as well as our positive deeds. Main focus and main 
intent was to celebrate the separation of church and state. 

IMAGES 

Using a display on the large screen of the summer embroidery, Rev. Seth Patterson shared with us 
statements and opinions he has received from others about these images. He emphasized that, while 
not offensive, these images could be reminders of generational and historical traumas and therefore 
potentially hurtful. He also said that of all the comments he has received these past few years not once 
did anyone say anything negative about the needlers. Rev. Patterson also mentioned that some young 
members are looking towards a just future and not so much focusing on  our history. 

The images include:  the ‘lynching’ in upper right corner, which some believe depicts the hanging of a 
young girl as a witch in Salem Witch Trials and some feel clearly depicts hanging of a black person; the 
covered wagon ‘going west’ as faceless Native Americans watch, a possible expression of manifest 
destiny; the dancing black couple in lower left side wearing slave clothing; and the central figures of 
President Madison and President Jefferson, slave owners and colonialists. 

IMPACT 

The question is not so much a critique of the ‘art’ but of the personal impact on concerned persons. 
Rev. Seth Patterson told of an older Black woman who asked if she could be safe in our church, 
apparently after looking at the four images of the embroideries hung near our library.  

Rev. Dr. DeWayne Davis spoke of our reputation in the church community after hearing negative 
comments about Plymouth because of our embroideries and how we obtained the Beyonce concert. 

Anne Gustafson shared an operational concern that the summer embroidery could cause our partners 
and social justice groups to wonder if Plymouth is welcoming. 

Q&A TIME 

A rich discussion followed including the following topics: what is our timeline, does all our art have to 
be free of controversy, will our decision influence other church art, how do we involve the 
congregation in this process without causing more pain and division, does the summer embroidery 
reflect our current values, who are we hurting by hanging it and who are we hurting by not hanging it. 

Chair Gores will create a schedule for the congregation to be informed and to contribute in two 
meetings before Leadership Council makes any decisions. Leadership Council agreed to invite members 
of the congregation to hear a similar presentation and Q&A as presented tonight.  Chair Gores 
suggested that, if we feel ready, Leadership Council could decide on next steps for the summer 
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embroidery by the end of this program year, June 30, 2022. We will try to reschedule our June meeting 
to later in June. No decisions were made about whether to continue to exhibit or rest the summer 
embroidery nor whether a decision had to be made by June 30, 2022. 

Rev. Dr. Davis offered a prayer and a poem as closing. 

 

Chair Gores closed the meeting at 8:15 pm. 

 

 

Next Meeting in June 

Wednesday, to be decided 

Respectfully submitted, 
Anne Seltz, secretary 


