
 

 

BOARD	OF	COMMUNITY	LIFE	
Meeting	Minutes	

 Wednesday,	June	8,	2022	

Attendance: 

Yes No   Yes No  

■  Tom Anderson, Chair (2023)  ■  Beth Hoffman Faeth, Minister for Congregational Care & Worship 

 ■ Toni Azad (2024)  ■  Heidi McCallister (2022) 

■  Steve Cassellius (2023)  ■  Sara Ohotto Bauer (2023) 

 ■ Lexis Ebeling, member-at-large 
(2024?)  ■  Myra Starkenburg (prospective; 2025) 

■  Orv Sauter (prospective; 2025)  ■  Bill Read (2023) 

■  Annie Krishnan (prospective; 2024)   ■ Linda Seime (2025?) 

 

Attendees were present in person except Sara and Annie who joined by Zoom 

We opened with a meditation by Heidi. 

Minutes of the May meeting are being revised before final submission. 

Welcome	to	new	(pending	final	vote)	Board	members	and	“Thank	you”	to	retiring	
members	
! Myra Starkenburg, Orv Sauter, and Annie Krishnan were present and welcomed as prospective board members. A 

very very hearty ‘thank you’ was expressed to Heidi, who has completed four years on the board, including ?two as 
chair. Molly Piper was not present, but is recognized for her very active participation and her many gifts shared 
while a board member. 

Covid	update	
! Beth reports that there has been no change in protocol for several weeks now. The Covid task force will meet next 

week. 

New	Member	Ceremony	-	June	5	
! Beth reported the process went well, and the setting of the art gallery was a plus. A continental breakfast was 

served. Six confirmands joined, as did 3 adults who took the inquirers class. Of 5 others who took the class, 4 are in 
discernment and 1 expects to join at a later date.  Chris Bohnhoff took pictures. Beth expects the new member pro-
cess will be reviewed this fall for the coming church year. Bryce Hamilton and Beth are in conversation about a po-
tential June 28 6pm potluck gathering for recent cohorts of new members (Dec 2020 forward). 



 

 

Coffee	Hour		
! This is going well, and currently requires little effort on the part of board members, as the custodial staff prepares 

and refills the coffee urns and tea water. 

Welcome	Table	
! The location in Jones commons, just inside the entrance, is working very well, and allows for more engagement of 

hosts with people entering the (currently main) church door to Jones Commons. We will not have a separate Wel-
come Table outdoors ‘under the tent’ (partly due to practicalities of wind effects on the table pamphlets, as experi-
enced last year; partly because it seems unnecessary now that the church building is open and those ‘identified’ as 
guests can be encouraged to pass into Jones Commons and view the Welcome Table on the way to coffee hour or 
10 o’clock activities). The concept of guest ‘ambassadors’ amongst our membership was again discussed. 

Leadership	Council	(Tom	and	Beth)	
! The June meeting is delayed until the 14th. Much effort is currently being directed at the embroideries discussions 

and an upcoming decision by the Council regarding specifically the summer embroidery. Myra attended both dis-
cussions hosted by the Council and felt that the review of history and context as well as the  discussions were very 
helpful. 

! The process of nominating prospective members for the various church boards has gone well, and all open positions 
have been tentatively filled. 

Care	team	update	(Beth)	
! Beth feels this process is going well and that additional team members will always be appreciated. Team members 

are assigned 1:1 to a care partner. Care team members met May 4 at Plymouth. 

Small	groups	(Beth	and	Tom)	
! Tom noted this will continue to be a major focus of the board, especially as we enter the new church year. The ‘fel-

lowship group’ model was alluded to. Annie mentioned the concept of ‘Dinners for 9’ to intentionally provide a wel-
come place for singles. It was noted that small groups are already happening in various forms, but there continues 
to be a perception that even ostensibly open groups (such as in the One More Chair format) are often perceived as 
difficult to integrate into. 

Downtown	Coalition	for	Grief	Support	(Beth)	
! This is within Beth’s portfolio, and she noted that Plymouth will be hosting, for the first time since the beginning of 

the pandemic. Ten churches participate. The group meets weekly on Saturdays, and Plymouth’s hosting will be all of 
September through December (up to 17 Saturdays). Nancy Albrecht, who has been Plymouth’s volunteer coordina-
tor for this group for many years (for which she deserves our deep thanks), is ‘retiring’ from that position, and Beth 
is seeking Saturday morning volunteers and potentially a coordinator from the board. 

 

Next	Meeting	
(NOTE: NO MEETING IN JULY) Wednesday, August  10, 2022 at 6:00 PM.    

 

Respectfully submitted, 
Bill Read 


