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MI NI STE R ’ S M E SSAGE

The Dangers of Being Powerful, Spectacular, and Relevant
D EWAYNE L. DAVIS, L E A D M IN ISTE R

One of the favorite guilty
pleasures in our home a few years
ago was watching the television
show Greenleaf. Greenleaf tells
the story of a bishop and his
family who founded and led a
megachurch in Memphis, TN.
The drama portrays the intrigue
and messiness of the bishop’s
family life and the politics and
powerplays of running a large
religious organization. The
bishop, his wife, his children,
his enemies, and his associates
all fight and scramble to assert
themselves and gain any
advantage over their critics and
detractors to wrest or maintain
control over a big, thriving
church. They demonstrate what
the prolific priest and theologian
Henri Nouwen described as the
temptation among churches and
religious leaders existing within
a “success-oriented world” to
be powerful, spectacular, and
relevant.
While the show is undoubtedly
an exaggeration of what goes on
in the church, I think if church
folk paid closer attention, we
would see the danger in the
temptation to be powerful,

spectacular, and relevant in a
world that rewards and admires
fame and celebrity. We often
fail to see how much the current
American church, regardless
of tradition or ideology, is a
product of and shaped by the
cultural, economic, and political
systems in which we live. To
what extent do we behave like
influential political and economic
institutions, leveraging our claim
to the sacred and the traditional
respect that religion has enjoyed
to control the world rather than
let God use us to minister to the
world? In other words, for a long
time the church has enjoyed a
privileged place in the world, and
history shows us that the church
has not been reluctant to exploit
that privilege for selfish and
cynical reasons.
Religious collectivities have
given the world the words
and rituals of faith. Still, it is
sometimes only a veneer of
religious sensibility masking a
desire to be powerful, popular,
and relevant. Critics of the
church argue, and they may be
onto something, that sometimes
when religious leaders and

religious folk talk about God and
their faith, they may be sincere
in their desire to be faithful and
to do what God has called them
to do. Still, in their hearts, just
like everybody else in the world,
they crave power, popularity, and
relevance that only the world can
offer.
It is worth remembering that,
contrary to a pursuit of power,
popularity, and relevance, the
definition of discipleship in the
Gospels is all about losing one’s
life for the sake of the good news.
In a short reflection on Christian
ministry and discipleship,
Nouwen reflects on how God
led him from the hallowed halls
of Harvard University with
all its prestige and power and
plymouth.org
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influence to live in a nursing
home with those with physical
and developmental disabilities.
In submitting to the call to leave
the place that housed the best
and brightest to go to a place that
gave him no power or influence
whatsoever, Father Nouwen
faced the risk that can befall
faithful people of using God
rather than letting God use him.
He had to confront how much
he was motivated deep down by
the temptation to be powerful,
spectacular, and relevant.
I believe the challenge we
face in being church today
is discerning the difference
between letting God use us
for God’s purposes and using
God for our own purposes. It
is easy to convince ourselves
that our ambitions are wellintentioned when we imagine
how much good we could do

if the church had the same
wealth, power, and influence
that Facebook, Twitter, Disney,
or Apple enjoy in the world.
We are surrounded by a culture
and economy that celebrate the
powerful, the spectacular, and
the relevant. We are awash in the
drive to be successful, wealthy,
and influential. Businesses in
collaboration with social media
have convinced us to believe we
can buy our way into relevance
and greatness. And the church
is not immune to it. That show
Greenleaf seems to be portraying
for us how easily even the
people of God can fall into the
temptations of fame, celebrity,
and political and economic
power.
I readily admit that I have
had many conversations with
colleagues and congregants
about how the church can be

more relevant and popular amid
waning trust and participation.
And I am on the record
advocating for us to be a public
church, whereby we engage
culture, politics, and the economy
as an equal but countervailing
institution, bearing witness to
God’s alternative ordering of
society, which reflects grace,
justice, and liberation for all
of creation. It is not lost on me
that this aspiration carries a
hazard. To the extent we can
influence the world’s movement
toward more justice, we must be
vigilant to resist the unrelenting,
grasping assertion of the desire
to be powerful, spectacular, and
relevant in pursuing justice.
As Jesus is believed to have
cautioned his disciples, what
good is it to gain the whole world
and lose your soul?

Q UAR TE R NO TE S

Rally Sunday and Beyond
P HI LI P BRU NELLE, OR G A N IST- CHO IR M A STE R

Rally Sunday at Plymouth Church
is always a happy occasion—this
year marks the beginning of
Plymouth’s 166th year!

Youth Choir: 6:00–6:45 p.m.

Now that we can return in person,
the 11 a.m. service prelude will be
Bach’s Toccata and Fugue in D
minor—a tradition on this Sunday.
Of course, the Plymouth Choir
will be singing, and we will all join
in the festive hymn, “Rejoice, Ye
Pure in Heart”!

Chorister Choir: 6:35–7:15 p.m.

All of the Plymouth choirs
will begin their rehearsals on
Wednesday, September 14.
Beginning September 14:
2
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Young Voices: 5:30–5:55 p.m.
Cherub Choir: 6:00–6:30 p.m.

Chapel Singers: 6:45–7:45 p.m.
(beginning August 21)
Plymouth Choir: 7–9 p.m.
(beginning September 7)
Handbell Choir plans will be
announced later.
Plans are in place for a monthly
musicale beginning October 9.
More about this special series will
come in September.

All of the Plymouth music staff
is looking forward to returning
and celebrating with you! My
thanks to Marie Scholtz, Siri
Keller, Mary Laymon, Sonja
Thompson, and Laura Caviani
for all their marvelous
music making!

Rally Sunday

R ALLY SUND AY

N I NA JONSON, ELIZAB E TH
BLANCHETTE

10 a.m.
September 11

It’s time to Gather Home,
Return, Rebuild, and Renew
within our beloved community.
September 11 will be the first
time we fully gather in person
for Rally Sunday since 2019.
Through all the change the last
few years have brought, one
of the truths that continue to
unify us is that our church is
not a building, it is a beloved
community of people. This
community comes together to
live out God’s love in the world
and to seek justice, love, kindness,
and walk together through life.
On Sunday September 11, we
invite you back to Plymouth
to gather for joyful worship,
welcoming fellowship, and
opportunities to get involved in
the many ministries of Plymouth.
Join us for First Service at 9
a.m., featuring a more casual
atmosphere and music by our jazz
trio, or Second Service at 11 a.m., a
more traditional service featuring
the Plymouth Choir and Organist
and Choirmaster Philip Brunelle.

Whether it means coming early
or staying after, don’t miss our
Rally & Renew community fair
at 10 a.m. Enjoy music, breakfast
treats, great coffee, and old
and new friends as you wander
through the church relearning
about the many ways to get
involved in the life of Plymouth:
• stop at tables sponsored by
Boards and Committees
• catch up with friends in the
courtyard
• check out new books in the
library
• visit the gorgeous show in the
gallery

kids and teens
• go jump in the bounce house
or take your little ones to the
playground
• and more
Invite your friend, neighbor,
or that Plymouth member
you’ve been missing at worship
each Sunday—this is a great
opportunity to bring them along
and show them what Plymouth
Church is all about.
Mark your calendar for Sunday,
September 11—we can’t wait to
Rally and Renew with you!

• learn about our programs for

plymouth.org

flame

3

M USI C

Midweek Mingle - Wednesday Nights
MA RI E S CHOLTZ

Wednesday nights are getting a
reboot. And we must rally in order to
renew them.
Here’s what you can expect:
Our choral ensembles—three youth
choirs and two adult choirs—remain
a cornerstone of Wednesdays as they
prepare for regular singing during
worship. If you have interest or
curiosity in singing, there is a place for
you! Our ensembles are communities
that provide a sense of belonging, that
strengthen musical skills, and that
serve Plymouth through song.
Solidarity with and for young
families.
Come to Young Voices music class,
eat a dinner you don’t need to plan for
or cook, and pass the witching hour
with other parents in the same boat.
Creative hubs for young people.
Instead of asking for full year
commitments to a bells or dance

ensemble, let’s allow ourselves to
dabble in something that might feel
new to us. Although choir will be
offered year-round, the year will be
divided into “seasons,” when we invite
dynamic fine arts educators to spend
time in community and guide us in:
Fall—spoken word
Christmas—bells and musicianship
Midwinter—community musicmaking and theater

And what else? Wednesday nights
will evolve and expand as we respond
to your needs. Pre-Covid, Wednesday
nights were a bright midweek light
for my family, and where my closest
Plymouth friendships were built.
During Covid, our Wednesday night
hallways were understandably quiet.
Now, we need to rally in order to
renew the bustle of service projects,
conversation, and community meals.
Can’t wait to see you!

Spring—creative movement
Plymouth is thrilled to welcome
spoken word artist Pierre Fulford to
kick off our fall season. Pierre is a
Minneapolis-based spoken word artist
who works in the intersection of his
cultural experience and religion. He
will meet with youth and guide them
in the creation of a piece Wednesday
nights September 14–October 12, with
a sharing during worship on
October 16.

Lydia Apartments

LYD I A

B ET SY CU S SLER

A major focus of Beacon Interfaith
Housing Collaborative is advocacy,
the challenge of persuading public
officials that homes for all is a
primary social goal and securing
public financial support for our
many projects. Minnesota is in a
housing crisis that needs immediate
and impactful action. The state of
Minnesota and the Governor have
a crucial leadership role in setting
a bold vision forward. On Tuesday,
September 13, 2022, at 7 p.m., all
are invited to A Vision for Home:
A Conversation on Housing with
4
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Minnesota Gubernatorial Candidates
at the Wayzata Community Church.
Groups from across the entire
housing continuum, including
Beacon, are sponsoring the event, an
opportunity to talk with candidates
for Governor about their vision for
home as well as multiple issues
around housing like homelessness,
housing instability, and home
ownership.
The upcoming forum offers a special
opportunity for Plymouth within
the collaborative. We are a church
committed to social justice, rooted

in the city, with a longstanding
commitment to the housing needs
of the most vulnerable Minnesotans.
Our members come from many
communities in the metro and have
connections around the state! This
event is a chance to include people
far and wide with a stake in the vision
that all people have a home, especially
in our Bring it Home, MN legislation.
If you are new to Beacon, this is an
excellent introduction to Plymouth’s
work with Beacon!
To register, use this link:
beaconinterfaith.org/events/

R I V E R SI D E I NNO VATI O N H UB

A Public Church Learning Community
NI N A J ONSON

In July 2021, Plymouth Church
joined a cohort of 13 other local
congregations working with Augsburg
University’s Riverside Innovation Hub
on a two-year learning journey on The
Public Church Framework.
Who from Plymouth is steering
this project, and what other
congregations are involved?
The steering committee consists
of staff members Nina Jonson
(Director of Children and Youth
Ministry) and Hannah CampbellGustafson (Outreach Coordinator)
and lay leaders Dawn Hofstrand,
Jean Tracy, and Theresa Voss. Other
congregations involved include Elim
Lutheran, Shiloh Temple, Sts. Luke
and James Episcopal, Church of the
Epiphany, Diamond Lake Lutheran,
and more.
What is the Public Church
Framework?
The Public Church Framework
consists of four movements that guide
us into more intentional relationships
with our neighbor, scripture, our core
beliefs, and God’s spirit as we seek to
discern how our faith community is
called to be and proclaim good news
with and for our neighbors. These
four movements are Accompaniment,
Interpretation, Discernment, and
Proclamation. It is important to know
that these movements are a wheel
that has no end, and often more
than one movement is happening
simultaneously.

What happened during these
different movements?
During accompaniment, our team
spent a significant amount of time
getting to know our neighbors
and our neighborhood, including
walking the streets and talking with
people we met, identifying places of
desolation and places of consolation/
hope, and meeting with community
stakeholders. In order to eventually
proclaim good news, everything we
do needs to be decentered on us, and
recentered on our neighbors and their
needs, as articulated by them.
During interpretation, we looked at
everything we’d learned and gathered
and worked to group it and make
sense of it—what connections were
we finding, what common threads
and questions were we seeing? After
we organized our information, we
focused on what are the spiritual and
biblical beliefs that guide Plymouth,
and do these same principals tie
into information we collected? For
example two values/themes that came
through to us were Plymouth’s desire
for justice and visible abundance,
which tied in well with what was seen
as a lack of affordable housing and a
community store. We did this for all of
our Plymouth values and community
themes.
Where are you currently in the
process?
As we have entered into year two, we
are now moving into discernment,
where we are focusing on Christian
contemplative practices that will

help us determine where and how
our congregation is being called
to proclaim good news in our
community. We have engaged in
a liturgy of discernment, as well
as connecting with other church
programs, such as Racial Justice
Initiative, the Marketing Task Force,
and the Campus Task Force, to share
what we and what they are doing, and
where we can go together.
What is next?
As stated, we are currently in our
period of discernment, where we
prayerfully focus on where we are
called to be in the community. A
quote from one of our readings on
discernment sums it up well: “We’ve
certainly spent enough time talking
about what we want to do. How about
we take some time to listen to what
God wants us to do?” We are also
continuing both accompaniment and
interpretation, so we always keep our
neighbor’s needs in the center. In
the structure of this program, we will
move into proclamation in January, so
we will be spending the next months
sharing what we’ve learned with any
and all church members who want
to learn more and working with the
other congregations in the program to
share ideas and see where the spirit is
leading our work.
If you are interested in learning more
or getting involved, please email
Hannah Campbell Gustafson at
hannahcg@plymouth.org.

plymouth.org
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Welcoming Growth with Our New Ambassadors
T I M BRU NELLE AND J E A N TR A CY

On Rally Sunday you’ll notice
something new: Plymouth members
wearing ambassador attire and
carrying iPads. These Ambassadors
will be trained to welcome and
support anyone new to our
congregation—especially families with
young children.
The Ambassador Program is one
part of a larger marketing campaign
approved by the Leadership
Council to help attract, nurture, and
retain new members. Plymouth’s
Ambassadors have been trained in
being a welcoming presence and
in Plymouth’s history, its diverse
offerings, events, and “how to get
where you need to go.”

They’re also trained in how to
engage prospects who come to us
through our fall digital marketing
campaign. From Rally Sunday until
the end of December, Plymouth
will run messages across Facebook,
YouTube, Google, etc. designed to
attract families with at least one child
younger than confirmation age living
within a 15-minute drive to Plymouth.
Most importantly, these are people
looking for the kinds of experiences
and perspectives Plymouth offers. We
estimate roughly 6,000 households
meet this criteria. The marketing
campaign will help stir interest, and
the Ambassadors will be on the front

SUM M E R YO UTH
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line to engage those with interest in
Plymouth.
The Marketing Committee will
evaluate the campaign upon its
completion and from its learnings
develop plans to engage others who
may be interested in Plymouth.
If this sounds like something you’d
like to be involved in, whether as an
Ambassador or as a member of the
Marketing Committee, please email
GrowWithUs@Plymouth.org and a
member of the Marketing Committee
will contact you.

SUM M E R YO UTH

Summer Fun for Plymouth’s Young
N I NA JONSON

A variety of camps and some new
programming kept our children and
youth busy this summer!
Our 2022 Peace Camp, Camp
Creativity: Making Art from the Heart,
was a huge success. New this year,
the entire camp was run by teenagers
under the supervision of adult staff,
and the teens were amazing. 10th
graders Clara, Rowyn, Cameron,
Dashiell, Ender, and Otto focused
on encouraging each kid to embrace
their own unique creativity through
a variety of art styles. Campers made
life-sized self-portrait collages, 2D and
3D monsters, acrylic nature paintings
based on the Fibonacci sequence,
and learned and created a variety of
line dances. They also donated funds
and art supplies to Project Onward,
a nonprofit art studio serving adults
with disabilities, addiction, and
mental health struggles in Chicago,
and took a field trip to MiA for a day
of out of the box scavenger hunts.
They finished their week with an
improv class and a performance
of Seussical by ETC Productions.
The kids absolutely adored the teen
leaders who worked so hard to put
together an amazing camp, and the
teens were the best role models—
caring, enthusiastic, and committed.
When asked why they were doing this
camp, one of the teens said, “My goal
is to make this camp as amazing an
experience as I had growing up doing
them.” I am certain that goal was met.
Musical Spectacular came back for a
second summer! After our successful
MYOM (make your own musical)
camp last year, we did it again. Nina
Jonson, joined by local theater artists
and educators Sydney Summers and
Matt Sciple, along with Eli Brunelle
and Gina Cassellius, worked with

22 young people to create a musical
in only 5 days—everything from
auditioning and creating characters,
to writing a script, learning songs,
choreography, and enhancing the
show with costumes, props, and set!
This year’s theme was Futuristic Fairy
Tales and Fables—do the stories from
the past have a place in the fast-paced,
disconnected future? You will have to
see how it all turns out. If you weren’t
able to watch it live in August, check
it out on our YouTube page.
For any of you who grew up at
Plymouth, canoe trips and outdoor
overnights were always a part of
the youth group experience, but
busy schedules and Covid have
interrupted them for years—until
now! This summer, we were lucky
to have a Summer Programs Intern,
Pan Graham, a graduate student
at UTS, who assisted in various
ways on nearly all of our summer
programming. With a background in
outdoor education, a canoe camping
trip was the perfect option to use
their skills and a great way to help
strengthen the social bonds of our

middle- and high-school students.
12 teens grades 8–12 went on a 2
day, 1 night canoe trip along the
Crow River, with teens who are

experienced paddlers and others
who were stepping in a canoe for the
first time ever. For Pan, nature is one
of the easiest places they can be in
connection and harmony with God,
and we are grateful they were able to
share this spiritual experience with
our young people.
70 people will be traveling to Luther
Crest Camp in Alexandria for Camp
Plymouth. Spending time in fun and
fellowship, along with swimming,
singing, and much silliness, Camp
Plymouth is a perfect way to end
summer, forging new connections and
strengthening others.
All of our programming for the 97
young people actively involved in
our congregation is neither possible
nor sustainable without support from

church members. Summer camps,
lock-ins, Christmas activities, church
school teaching, youth group, special
events—all of these require time and
love from many hands and hearts. If
you are interested in supporting the
youth programs at Plymouth, please
email me at ninaj@plymouth.org.
There is nothing more rewarding than
being a part of the future of Plymouth
Church by working with the children
and teens. Indeed, “Children are a gift
from the Lord; they are a reward from
God.” —Psalm 127:3

plymouth.org
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Plymouth 1859: A Church Divided
HAL SCHNEEBECK

failure to address the alcohol
problem, stating McLeod
“forfeited [our] confidence in
[him] as a Christian minister
by neglecting the cause of
temperance.”

Norman McLeod became Plymouth’s
first pastor upon its formation in
1857. Scarcely two years later he
left the pastorate involuntarily.
The traditional narrative is that the
Plymouth congregation was unified
in opposition to him because he
failed to give adequate voice to
the congregation’s anti-slavery
convictions. But Plymouth’s records
indicate that the issue was more
complicated.
Early in 1859, the church had a series
of contentious meetings about
McLeod. Finally, the congregation
appointed two charter members
to solicit the written vote of each
member on whether McLeod should
be retained. They reported that twenty
voted “no” and thirteen voted “yes,”
basically a sixty to forty percent split.
Deeply divided, Plymouth voted
to call a council of Congregational
Churches, and Plymouth submitted
twelve formal charges against
McLeod. None of those charges
identified McLeod’s stance on slavery
as problematic. Contrasting with the
silence about slavery, one of the twelve
specifically charged McLeod with
8
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It is difficult for us to
understand just how
serious a problem alcohol
posed in mid–nineteenth
century Minneapolis. The
manufacture and sale of
alcohol was unregulated;
life-threatening products
were for sale in the saloons.
Alcohol was the cause of
crime, violence, and social disorder.
A recent study of frontier Minnesota
conducted under the auspices of
the University of Minnesota and St.
Cloud State University has suggested
that the Congregationalist reformers
in Minnesota and especially in St.
Anthony were less concerned with
slavery than with the need for general
moral reform, especially the creation
of a “whiskey-free” society.
An understanding that alcohol was
the source conflict over McLeod helps
illuminate the nature of the division
in the congregation, reflecting, at least
in part, a split in the church between
Democrats and Republicans.
The Democrats opposed government
action to promote social goals,
objecting to government finance of
internal improvements like roads or
bridges. They opposed a national
bank and governmental involvement
in education. All such governmental
activities were regarded as threats
to individual liberties. Morality was
purely a matter of individual choice;
the government should keep hands

off matters of personal morality like
alcohol.
By contrast, the Whigs (and the
Republicans who succeeded them)
thought that the government should
actively promote social programs
and the reform of society, advancing
social morality, fostering education,
and seeking the abolition of slavery
and the prohibition of alcohol.
That political divisions were the basis
of the split over McLeod becomes
clearer through an examination
of Norman McLeod’s ties to the
Democrats. Norman’s older brother
Martin was an influential leader of
the Minnesota Democrats and a key
ally of Democrat Henry Sibley. Martin
was the author of the compromise
that made St. Paul the state Capital
and one of the architects of the
Dakota treaty of 1851. McLeod County
is named for Martin. Norman was
close to Martin, living on Martin’s
farm in Bloomington after arriving
from Montreal. McLeod was thus
closely tied to the Minnesota
Democratic Party and appears to
have been regarded as such by the
Plymouth congregation. His ties to
the Democrats may have tempered
his approach to the prohibition of
alcohol.
On the other hand, Plymouth
Republicans were allied with the
network of Congregationalist
reformers centered in St. Anthony.
The Reformed theology of
John Calvin was at the core
of Congregationalism. The
Congregational reform movement
grew out of the Calvinist conviction
that one of the purposes of the
Church was to promote social morals,
not only by renewing individuals, but

also by reforming human society. The
Congregationalist reformers thought
the government and the churches
should unite in the promotion of
education, the abolition of slavery,
and the prohibition of alcohol.

future Flame article will explore how
the council resolved the problem,
paving the way for Plymouth’s
second pastor, Henry Nichols, who

notably was one of the founders of the
Minnesota Republican Party and was
closely tied to the Congregationalist
reformers.

Thus, the principles espoused by the
Whig-Republicans were congruent
with the belief in moral and cultural
reform of the Congregationalist
reformers. The two became close
allies, forming a formidable
subculture in America.
While Minnesota was a Territory, the
fur trade was the dominant economic
and political force, and the fur traders
dominated the Territorial Democratic
Party. But by 1860 the Republicans
were dominant. In the 1860 election,
Abraham Lincoln received 63
percent of the vote in Minnesota. The
roughly sixty to forty percent split
between Minnesota Republicans
and Democrats in the 1860 election
mirrors the sixty to forty percent split
in the Plymouth congregation over
Norman McLeod.
The Plymouth congregation wisely
determined that it could not resolve
its deep division by itself and placed
its future in the hands of a council
of Congregational Churches. A

4th St Church, Second building
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SmartArt Exhibit at Minneapolis Convention Center
LI SA D REW

Plymouth Alto Soloist Lisa Drew
is one of 14 featured artists at the
Minneapolis Convention Center
now through December 2022 as part
of the SmartArt bi-annual program.
Selected from an open call for
Minneapolis artists, Lisa is one of two
photographers currently on exhibit,
which features 10 of her photographs
of Minneapolis on all four levels of the
Convention Center. Walking maps are

available at the front desk
or go on a scavenger hunt
and see if you can find all
10!
For more information, visit:
https://www.minneapolis.
org/minneapolisconvention-center/about/
smart-art-program/

plymouth.org
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Reshaping My Healing Contemplation
NO RA PATTERS ON

I am a Theater Creator and Artevista
(Artist/Activist). I advocate for the
creation of plays that highlight the
daily living nuances of the Latine
experience and diaspora. For twentysix years, I performed roles that have
educated me, fulfilled me and have
changed me. Theater was birthed
within me. It gives me life.
Three years ago, while I was preparing
for a performance of a new play at
the Playwrights Center, I experienced
a major panic attack. The lack of
breath, sense of nausea, the dizziness
engulfed my body. I was afraid. I was
even more afraid when I experienced
these feelings on stage. These
symptoms sat heavy in my body and
mind. The words “I need to get out.
I need to get off stage” rattled in my
head while I spoke the words that the
playwright had created. These panic
attacks began to inhibit my work on
stage and that night I began to grieve
the potential loss of my long-time
profession.
This is when my contemplative
practice began to take shape. I started
to do my own research and discovered
that I was truly “not dying” and that

there are many others who live with
anxiety. So I leaned into my new
discoveries. I quit coffee (very hard),
I began to write every day (also very
hard), and I began to meditate. It
became a ritual. I made room for it in
my life. At first, I struggled with this
newly formed lifestyle. I thought there
was the right way of meditating and,
of course, I was doing it the wrong
way. I realized then that it was just
my anxiety talking to me. I began to
acknowledge that meditation could
take on various different forms and I
was discovering my own way. When
I garden, I am meditating. When I
drink my tea and watch the birds
in their birdhouse, I am meditating.
When I hold hands with Seth while
walking along Minnehaha Creek, I am
meditating. When I take two
minutes to myself to breathe,
I am mediating. Creating my
own practice was freeing.

Decolonizing oneself is an
exhausting, challenging but
invigorating journey. The techniques
I have learned (meditation, narrative
therapy, grounding techniques) are
several ways to feed the body and
express radical self-love and care.
Without learning these techniques I
would have stopped teaching Social
Justice Theatre a while ago. Without
these techniques I would have closed
myself in and not emerged. Without
these techniques I would have left
the stage and never returned. That
was not an option. Instead I pushed
through my discomfort and created
new and healthy habits for myself that
have been life-giving and hopeful.

As an educator and arts
activist who teaches Social
Justice Theater, I encourage
my students to exercise
deep listening and access
their own vulnerability.

PAR I SH R E GI STE R
REC ENT BI R TH

REC EN T LY BEREAV ED

Jackson Mic hae l Ev an s , K a ti e & Mi k e E v a ns , pa rents ; S h e r i
Sheeks & Mic hae l Sh eek s , gra ndpa rents ; Ma rti n She e k s ,
uncle

Peter & Jane Eichten, death of Peter’s brother Bob Eichten

REC ENTLY BAPTI Z ED
Evan Casey Doester Cavalle, child of Anna Cavallo & Shawn Koester
William Christopher Inks Schloss, child of Daniel and Katheryn Schloss
REC ENTLY DECEAS ED
Mary Jones, widow of Vivian Jones, mother of Anna Vivian Jones and
Heledd Jones
Ruth Steimle
Joan Wicklund
10
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Foxon Phillips & Katelyn Henagin, death of Foxon’s grandmother Rose
Marie Polhamus Monaco
Cynthia Riggin and family, death of Cynthia’s father, Don Riggin
Brian & Nancy Siska, deaths of brothers-in-law, Bob Considine and Walter
Meyers; Luke Siska and Sian Siska, deaths of uncles
Kevin & Rachel Walker, death of Kevin’s mother, Rochelle “Shelley”
Sherper; Leif and Sanna Walker, death of grandmother

PLYM O UTH D R O P I N

50 More Years for Plymouth Drop-in
LARRY J OHNSON

In 1971, Plymouth members reached
out to the neighborhood and
Plymouth Drop-in was born. That
program is now entering its second
50 years as a safe and caring place
for low-income adults living with a
mental illness. A 2021 celebration
was planned, only to be crashed by
Covid complexities. It now looks sure
to happen around March 19, 2023, but
here’s how to celebrate now.
1. Join the Plymouth Drop-in
Wanderers NAMI Walks Team.
The annual NAMI (National
Alliance for Mental Illness)
fundraising walk is September
24. NAMI provides enormous
support for everyone, everywhere
living with mental illness. Because
walking is good for mental and
physical health, Drop-in has
a walk activity at least once a
month. This one is special. Our
team includes some folks from
Drop-in and some members of
the staff and congregation. Let me
know if you’d like to sign on to the
team and get more details as they
become available.
2. Donate Bingo prizes! This is
always cause for celebration.
Third Wednesday Drop-in Bingo
is the biggest regular event of the
month. Almost anything you don’t
need anymore, or might wish to
donate, could be wonderful for
someone. Most Drop-in folks are
on low budgets, so especially
prized are practical items like
shampoo, toothpaste, dish soap,
bar soap, and the like. Call with
questions, or just leave donations
anytime in the “Bingo box” when

you enter Jones
Commons.
3. Volunteer at
the Drop-in.
Some Plymouth
people
volunteer
Wednesdays
1–3 or
Thursdays
3–5. They are
present to help
with whatever
the activity
is, but especially to be there as
a caring friend, talking with and
listening to folks who don’t always
get that close connection. Other
volunteers come just once, or
once in a while, to offer special
talents like music, travel shows,
movement, dance, and others. If
you have special skills and the
time to share them, they can add
greatly to the Drop-in. Some folks
also organize special events, like
Drop-in dinners, entrance to
Twins games, the Ballet, and other
events generally not available
to those on limited incomes. I
welcome your call if you have
ideas for volunteering.
Drop-in folks celebrate all the time,
giving thanks for the generosity of
Plymouth members that Drop-in
keeps going. “You keep me from
being depressed,” “You saved my life,”
or “I never thought I’d get to do this”
are comments that come up often.
Thank you Plymouth members for
making the Drop-in and the annual
week at Camp Knutson possible.
Hope to see you at the Drop-in!

One more thing. During my time at
Drop-in, we have created two books
of writings, photography, and other
artistic creations by Drop-in members
and volunteers. The third book of
Drop-In is coming out in time for
March 19. Here’s a sneak preview,
“Seasons of My Senses” by Barbara
Haverberg:
I delight in hearing the singing of
birds, and their whistling of happy
springtime melodies.
I relax in summer’s water of the lakes,
feeling the refreshing cool more than
skin deep.
I gaze at autumn’s gorgeous change
of colors, the gold, russet red, yellow
orange, and bits of remaining green;
beauteous background for savoring
the flavors of pumpkin pie and
candied yams.
I delight in winter, last but surely not
least, with its crisp scent. I marvel
at cold mornings, dusted with white
powdery snow shimmering amidst icy
creations.
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CAM PUS TASK FO R CE

Campus Task Force Update
LI LA FR ANKLIN AND P E TE R E ICHTE N

The task force has been collecting
input from Plymouth members and
from our neighbors, asking three basic
questions:
• How should we use our building
and properties?
• How can we genuinely become
better neighbors?
• How can we make our
building more welcoming and
hospitable?
Not surprisingly, these questions have
raised many responses and some
excellent ideas and suggestions. At
this time, we have received over 500
responses from Plymouth members
and over 70 responses from neighbors.
We have conducted many focus
groups, and the members of the task
force are presently engaged with
one-on-ones with members and
with neighbors. We are still open
to receiving responses at campus@
plymouth.org.

To help make sense of all these, the
Task Force has been coding and
categorizing the comments into
seven basic categories: Buildings;
Grounds; Programs; Neighborhood,
Relationships; Culture; Values. From
all of these comments the task force
will try to focus in on four or five
overarching areas that will guide our
work going forward. These would
be put up against the objectives of
task force. Here is a possible list
that seems to be emerging from the
comments:
• Actively and meaningfully
reconcile the history of our land
with the wealth and privilege this
land has created for us, which we
acknowledge has worked to the
detriment of others
• Focus our justice work “close to
home” by actively working to
improve the lives of poor and
oppressed people living in our
immediate neighborhood

• Practice radical hospitality
by making Plymouth a more
welcoming place for people who
live in, work in, and visit our
neighborhood
• Develop intimate, ongoing
partnerships with local
organizations whose work aligns
with ours
• Conduct an honest, thorough,
fearless reckoning of our
financial wealth with the
demands of living into our
calling as a Christian church
• Assess the physical assets the
church will need to be successful
for the next 50 years
Our next and final step would
be to make several project
recommendations to the Deacons,
which we hope to do by the end of
November or early December.
A big thank you to everyone who has
given input; it is greatly appreciated!

I M A GE S F R O M CU AT RO AR TI STAS, CO NN GALLE RY E XH I BI TI O N

Fermín Cervantes
Montes
Queer in This Life and
the Next

Ricardo Levins
Morales
iMontanta

Maria Santiago
El Toro 2007

12
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Lucino Sosa
Mindfulness vs. Police

CO NN GALLE RY

Cuatro Artistas—Identity and Difference
LY N ET TE K. BLACK

We are privileged to have four artists
with strong, confident voices speak
to us through their unique imagery.
Using ceramics, printmaking,
photography, drawing, and collage,
these artists speak out about issues
of great importance to them. Identity,
social and environmental justice
and activism, cultural awareness,
education, and protest are all
addressed using vivid images, bright
colors, and passion. The artists are:
Maria Santiago:
Maria Santiago (she/her) is a St. Paul
artist and retired professor, from
New York State. Ms. Santiago has a
Master of Fine Arts from Rochester
Institute of Technology and she also
taught there. Maria developed the
Fine Arts Printmaking department
at the College of Visual Arts, St. Paul.
She has been active on Latino artist
advisory panels at the Walker Art
Center and the Weisman Museum
at the University of Minnesota.
She states that her “relatives
were originally Hispanic but half
Spanish, half Romani . . . threads all
the way to India.” Maria served in
organizations such as Forecast Public
Art, Minnesota Artists Exhibition
Program—Minneapolis Institute
of Art, and Women’s Art Registry
of Minnesota (WARM) and was a
founding member of CreArte. Maria
has been recognized for her artwork in
sculpture, printmaking, and painting
and has had numerous exhibitions,
grants, and awards, including support
from a National Endowment grant for
her printmaking.
Contact Maria Santiago at
mfsantiago994@gmail.com.
Ricardo Levins Morales:
Ricardo Levins Morales (he/him) is
a Puerto Rican artist and organizer
born into the anti-colonial movement.
Ricardo is the artist in residence,

founder, and owner of RLM Art Studio
and Store in Minneapolis. He became
an activist when his family moved to
Chicago in 1967.
Ricardo’s art is rooted in the Latin
American traditions of printmaking
and truth-telling and in his activist
journey through the major social
movements of his life. He views his
work as a medicinal practice and
offers it in support of those who
commit to the task of creating a just
and sustainable society. His posters,
educational materials for teachers,
products, and puzzles will be on
display and can be purchased through
his store.
Contact: Ricardo Levins Morales
RLM Art Studio and Store
3260 Minnehaha Ave
Minneapolis, MN 55406 USA
www.rlmartstudio.com
Member: TNG-CWA Local No. 37002
Fermín Cervantes Montes:
Fermín Cervantes Montes (they/
them) was born in Mexico. Working
with clay and words, Fermín crafts
delightful functional pottery and
poems as acts of love and resistance.
Fermín got their Bachelor of Arts in
sociology from Augsburg University.
Queer and brown, they continue
the important task of finding joy
through cultural tradition. They
make small-batch pottery under the
name of Estudio Fermín. Fermín
currently resides in Minneapolis
with their cat, Pelo. Fermin is a poet
and a ceramicist, using their art to
explore their identify as queer, brown,
nonbinary, and as an immigrant.
Contact Fermin at fermiincm@gmail.
com.
Instagram: Estudio Fermín (@estudio.
fermin)

Lucino Sosa Montano
Lucino Sosa Montano (he/him) is a
Minnesota-based multidisciplinary
artist whose work transcends
categorization. He is a marketer/visual
artist/freelance graphic artist and a
2020 graduate of Augsburg University
in studio arts and marketing. Sosa,
a Mixtec native of southern Mexico,
immigrated to the United States in
2005 and established his own unique
blend of photography, illustration,
poetry and other mediums to uncover
the roots of grief, joy, and trauma.
Through his art, Sosa seeks to share
space with other persons of color who
have systematically been excluded.
Sosa’s work expresses mixed emotions
and trauma that he experienced as
a person of color. Lucino also uses
community organizing tools to fight
for human rights and he is an active,
committed mentor to youth. His large
drawing/collages and photography
will be on display.
Contact Lucino Sosa at sosamoon@
hotmail.com. Instagram @hedgiiee.
Twitter @Lucinososa38.
Acknowledgment: Nora Patterson
helped us find young emerging artists
by posting our Call for Artists on
Alliance for Latinx Minnesota Artists
Facebook page. Lucino Sosa answered
our call and recommended his friend
Fermín, a ceramicist. We are delighted
he did so.
Alliance of Latinx Minnesota Artists
(ALMA) facilitates alliances among
the spectrum of Minnesotan Latinx
experiences in order to make visible
our diverse artistic voices and
practices.
https://www.facebook.com/
AllianceofLatinxMNArtists/
Website: https://www.
allianceoflatinxmnartists.com
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Plymouth Sunday Forum
REB ECCA M ILLER

We are looking forward to a robust fall of speakers starting September 18. Sunday Forums meet in the chapel and on
Zoom. You can also find Sunday Forums (live streaming and past) on Plymouth’s YouTube channel by clicking on the
far top-right icon on Plymouth’s webpage and scrolling to Sunday Forum. We hope to see you Sundays at 10:00 in the
Chapel or online!
Of course, the Sunday Forum Committee is already planning for winter/spring sessions. If you have suggestions, please
let us know.
September 18
Voting Rights for All
How do we ensure voting and
the importance of making certain
everyone has the right to vote without
barriers or restrictions? Attendees will
be offered several ways to engage in
the effort to make sure everyone has
the right to vote and has access to
voting.
Kitty Westin is Advocacy/Action
Director of the League of Women
Voters Minneapolis. She has been
an advocate for many years and is
passionate about voting rights.
Marilyn Cantisano has been the
Chair of Voter Services for the League
of Women Voters Minneapolis for
several years and currently serves
as co-chair. Her work has been
instrumental in “getting out the vote”
efforts across Minneapolis.
September 25
Beyond Addiction: Hope, Healing &
Recovery
In recognition of National Recovery
Month, Jeremiah Gardner and
Andrew Williams from the Hazelden
Betty Ford Foundation will share
personal stories and professional
perspectives on healing, hope, and
their vision of empowering recovery
and wellbeing for all.
Andrew Williams, Director of
Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion for
the Hazelden Betty Ford Foundation,
has laid the groundwork for the
organization’s three-year strategy
14
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to effect change in the workforce
and serve more people affected by
addiction and mental health.
Jeremiah Gardner has worked in
communications and public affairs
for 25 years, including the past
nine with the Hazelden Betty Ford
Foundation, where his responsibilities
include media relations, strategic
communication, and public advocacy.
October 2
The Dale Street Bridge: What Does
It Mean to Remember?
St. Paul’s Rondo Neighborhood
was a thriving African American
community until it was torn apart
by the construction of I-94 in 1955.
Hundreds of homes and businesses
were lost, and the neighborhood
suffered greatly. Despite this, Rondo
refused to die. Residents have worked
tirelessly to preserve the history.
Plymouth member and artist Hawona
Sullivan Janzen, who has spent much
of her adult life living in St. Paul, is
one of three artists commissioned
to design the art for the new Dale
Street Bridge over I-94 in a unique
collaboration with the Minnesota
Department of Transportation. The
design elements honor Rondo’s
history and are a response to the
question “What does it mean to
destroy, remember, reckon?”
October 9
Being Church in the Borderlands
and Beyond

Presented in collaboration with the
Immigrant Welcoming Work Group
Rev. Dr. Delle McCormick will
join Plymouth border delegation
participants in a conversation about
meeting Christ among migrants and
asylum-seekers at the U.S.–Mexico
border. The discussion will include
a border update; migrant ministries
in Nogales, Sasabe, and Douglas,
AZ; and stories of the courage and
connections on both sides of the
border.
Rev. Dr. McCormick is a retired
minister of the United Church
of Christ. Her previous work
experience includes serving as Pastor
and Director of the Cuernavaca
Center for Intercultural Dialog on
Development (CCIDD), pastoral
agent in partnership between
Common Global Ministries of the
UCC, Disciples of Christ and the
Diocese of San Cristóbal de Las Casas
in Chiapas, MX, Executive Director
of Borderlinks, and Senior Pastor
at Rincon Congregational Church.
Delle works closely with Plymouth
Congregational Church at the border
and beyond.
October 16
Redistricting in Minnesota: What
Happened and What Comes Next?
This spring marked the end of the
every 10-year revision of district
maps at all levels of government
in Minnesota. We will discuss
what happened and why, what this
means for the next 10 years, and why

redistricting should matter to every
Minnesotan.
Paul Huffman is the League
of Women Voters Minnesota
Redistricting Coordinator. He works
with national and state organizations
to provide information, resources and
support to LWV Minnesota Leagues,
members, and community groups.
October 23
Rebuild Ukraine
As the Russians invaded Ukraine
last February, this Minnesota nonprofit sprang into action, providing
immediate humanitarian aid to
Ukrainian defenders, refugees, and
children. Learn how Rebuild Ukraine
is delivering urgently needed food,
medical supplies, and protective gear,
and also restoring hope for the future
through educational programs for
children. Come with your questions
and your concerns to learn how
Minnesotans are making a difference
on the other side of the world.
Dr. Paul Gavrilyuk, president and
founder of Rebuild Ukraine is the
Aquinas Chair in Theology and
Philosophy at the University of St.
Thomas. He was born in Kyiv, Ukraine
and came to the United States in
1993. His elderly parents, who fled
from Kyiv in February 2022, are now
refugees in Lithuania.
October 30
Truth, Not Fact
The talk will explore ways in which
the Bible, especially the Older
Testament, can provide insights and
illuminate our lives, our world, and
our God, whether or not its stories are
factual.
Dr. Rev. Carolyn Pressler
My love affair with the Bible (which,
like all love affairs, is at times stormy)
dates back to the 1980s, when I
attended first Wesley Seminary
for an MDiv, then Princeton for

a PhD in biblical studies. Thirty
years of teaching the scriptures
at United Theological Seminary
have changed my understanding of
what the Hebrew Bible and biblical
interpretation are, but have only
increased my appreciation of these
ancient, surprisingly relevant texts.
November 6
Responding to Climate Change in
Hennepin County
Justice and Climate Change,
presented in collaboration with the
Climate & Environmental Justice
Committee of the Board of Outreach
Diana Chaman Salas is the Director
of Hennepin County’s Climate
and Resiliency Department with
the mission of supporting Climate
mitigation and adaptation efforts.
Prior to that, she served as a
consultant for the Global Food
Banking Network and worked as a
principal analyst for Second Harvest
Heartland, where she designed a
strategy to reduce child hunger in
Minnesota’s metro area.
November 13
Transforming Medical Education for
Belonging, Equity, and Justice
The historical and current U.S.
medical system has produced
profound health injustices, inequities,
and disparities for marginalized and
minoritized communities across race,
sex, gender, class/socioeconomic
status, language, size, immigration
status, etc. This talk will discuss
some of the ways that medical
education can contribute to health
justice, eliminate health inequities
and improve belonging and healing
for communities and individuals,
and some of the initiatives being
undertaken locally to achieve those
ends.

medicine, including obstetrics and
inpatient care, at Broadway Family
Medicine clinic and North Memorial
Hospital, and is an assistant professor
in the Department of Family Medicine
and Community Health at the UMN
Medical School.
November 20
Monarch Butterfly Conservation:
Simple Steps to Make a Difference
We can all make a difference for
monarchs and other pollinators. You’ll
come away from this presentation
with a new appreciation for monarchs
and their life cycle, as well as some
simple actions you can do at home to
help conserve this amazing migration.
Katie-Lyn Bunney is the Education
Coordinator for the Monarch Joint
Venture, a St. Paul-based nonprofit
working to conserve the monarch
migration through habitat, science,
education, and partnership
December 4
Love Letter from a Caregiver—
David McNally
The duties and responsibilities of a
caregiver are significant. They require
physical strength and emotional
resilience. One’s personal needs are
subjugated for the needs of another.
It is not easy. How does the caregiver
cope? What human qualities are
necessary for the caregiver to
successfully manage their own lives?
David McNally, will share his journey
as a caregiver for his wife, Cheryl, who
has Alzheimer’s. He will discuss his
struggles and how he keeps himself
physically, emotionally, and spiritually
healthy. David is a speaker, author,
and personal development leader.

Andrea Westby (she/they) is a family
medicine physician and educator
who practices full spectrum family
plymouth.org
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W E E KLY O FFE R I NGS
Editor: Elizabeth Blanchette
Communication & Marketing Manager
Submit items for publication to Elizabeth
Blanchette, ElizabethB (at) plymouth.org,
no later than October 15 for the Christmas
Issue. We reserve the right to edit or delay the
publication of any article.
Published seasonally for members and
friends of Plymouth Congregational Church,
Minneapolis, Minnesota. Subscribe to the
electronic version by sending a note to
churchinfo (at) plymouth.org. Find out the
latest news; go to www.plymouth.org or
facebook.com/PlymouthCongregationalChurch
Tel: 612/871-7400; Fax: 612/871-0014

SUNDAY WORSHIP

Please check our website
(www.plymouth.org)
for services.
Because of the insidiousness of the COVID-19
virus and the continuously evolving
recommendations from the CDC and Minnesota
Department of Health, Beth Hoffman Faeth will
update the congregation in the Friday email
regarding the status of the church building and
programming notes.

Offerings in person and online
More information may be found on www.plymouth.org.
Weekly Sunday Services

Group Discussion Hour

In-Person and Online

Coffee and Fellowship @ 10 and
Noon

Worship Service
9 a.m., 11 a.m., and 5 p.m.
via Facebook Live or at
www.plymouth.org/worship.
Sundays @ 10 a.m.
Sunday Forum
See schedule at Plymouth.org

Contemplative Prayer
available
Thursday mornings at 9 a.m.

Church School
See Plymouth.org for more info.

In-Depth with Seth and Beth
Beth Hoffman Faeth and Seth
Patterson discuss Sunday’s sermon,
available on Plymouth.org by
Wednesday.

Contemplative Practice

More information at Plymouth.org

