
plymouth.org

MINISTER’S MESSAGE 

Vol. LIII, No. 5
Christmas 2022

A Season for Seeing the World Differently
DEWAYNE L.  DAVIS,  LEAD MINISTER

“Advent is an invitation to see 
the world differently.” —Walter 
Brueggemann,  
Getting Ready for God

Amid all the preparation, 
anticipation, and busyness of the 
season of Advent and Christmas, 
we can easily forget how utterly 
revolutionary and countercultural 
this time can be. Advent, a word 
that derives from a Latin word 
meaning “coming” or “arrival,” 
is the season of the Christian 
liturgical calendar in which the 
Church anticipates the birth 
of Jesus, the very revelation 
of God who will usher in the 
reign of God and make possible 
God’s reconciliation with all of 
creation. Advent allows us to wait 
expectantly and longingly for the 
hope, love, joy, and peace that will 
arrive with God coming into our 
midst. This way of waiting invites 
us to see the world differently.

What would it look like to 
embody this season’s hope, 
peace, joy, and love? How do we 
look at the world honestly and act 
courageously in word and deed in 
ways that reveal its possibilities 

for transformation? How do we 
hope in the face of what looks like 
a hopeless world? The violence 
and brokenness of the world 
make us wonder where we can 
place our hope. The theologian 
Walter Brueggemann invites us 
to use the occasion of Advent 
to see the world differently—to 
imagine a world ordered and 
arranged by God’s justice and 
righteousness rather than by the 
cultural and economic status 
quo. The prophet Isaiah saw the 
world differently, finding within 
God’s covenant loyalty a future in 
which all creation would respond 
to God’s presence with love, 
peace, and unity. Isaiah’s hope is 
born of trust in God’s character 
and an affirmation of the world 
that prevails when we embrace a 
new vision for the world.

Why does peace elude us when, 
biblically and theologically, 
God gifts the world peace that 
surpasses all understanding? 
The circumstances of Jesus’ 
conception and birth had to be 
a source of fear and anxiety for 
both Mary and Joseph. And yet, 
in the birth narratives in Matthew 

and Luke, God’s angel speaks 
the assuring words of peace to 
Mary and Joseph: Do not be 
afraid. Do not be scared to be the 
vessels through whom God will 
come into the world. A situation 
that we expect to be chaotic and 
frightening is transformed into 
well-being, safety, justice, and 
contentment in the presence of a 
loving God. God with us means 
that life-distorting fear, shame, 
and disgrace cannot interfere 
with new deeds of grace that God 
is determined to unleash. 

We haven’t had much trouble 
conceiving and expressing the 
joy of this season. Joy is central 
to our cultural experience of 
the holiday season. Media and 
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QUARTER NOTES

Counting the Beats Through Advent
PHILIP BRUNELLE, ORGANIST-CHOIRMASTER

There are so many 
wonderful anthems to 
choose from for Sundays in 
Advent, and the Plymouth 
Choir will offer you a 
wonderful range of anthems 
from the Renaissance to the 
present. Favorite composers 
like George Frideric Handel, 
Johannes Brahms, Ian 
Kellam, and Paul Manz will 

be heard, as well as Jonathan Dove, Conrad Susa, 
and Neil Butterworth.

Christmas Eve this year will be our traditional 
Service of Lessons and Carols. Please notice the 
time: We’ll be holding the late service at 9 p.m., 
with beautiful music by John Rutter, Max Reger, 
Stuart Nicholson, and a new carol by the English 
composer Sally Beamish. 

corporations seek to influence us 
with powerful images of joyful 
celebration and to encourage 
us to find joy by purchasing 
the right products, watching 
the appropriate programs, and 
attending the most dazzling and 
decorated places and events. And 
yet, when we think about our 
expectation of Emmanuel, God 
with us, such consumer-driven 
expressions of joy seem hollow 
and superficial. Mary, the mother 
of Jesus, draws our attention to a 
more profound expression of joy 
that arises from the realization 
that God is breaking into time 
and history. She sings a song 
of joy when the messenger of 
God announces that she will 
bear a son. In her faithfulness, 

MINISTER’S MESSAGE CONTINUED

Mary believed and committed 
her life to the work that God 
would do. And she rejoices. Even 
amid her experience of poverty, 
oppression, and marginalization, 
her heart was full of praise and 
worship for God’s audacious 
disruption of the status quo 
of the distorted world to make 
things right. 

Can we love in a world that takes 
it for granted as just an emotion? 
The prophet Isaiah envisioned 
what kind of world is possible 
when love is made real and 
active in God’s determination 
to be more fully known in the 
promised Anointed One. Isaiah 
saw that when God makes 
God’s self present in a person of 

wisdom, understanding, counsel, 
and might, there is power in that 
loving presence that overcomes 
the divisions, hostilities, and 
destruction that threatens God’s 
good creation. God’s love is 
so powerful that the prophet 
has no trouble envisioning 
a creation in which prey and 
predator reconcile, and the most 
vulnerable have no fear of the 
most powerful. I pray that we 
imagine this world! I pray we 
embody hope, peace, joy, and love 
intentionally and courageously 
and embrace new ways of being 
and acting that will hasten 
God’s just, loving movement 
in the world. God is coming 
into our midst: Rejoice, rejoice, 
Emmanuel!

Then Christmas morning at 11 a.m. will feature 
music of Johann Sebastian Bach from his 
Christmas Oratorio with trumpets and timpani, as 
well as John Rutter’s charming All Bells in Paradise.

We look forward to sharing all this glorious music 
with you for Advent and Christmas Day!

And don’t miss our Sunday Chamber Music Series. 
These free concerts are offered once a month; on 
December 18, Maria Jette and Sonja Thompson 
present Contes Mystiques, with Katherine Ferrand 
and Rev. Dr. DeWayne Davis as narrators.
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WORDS ABOUT WORSHIP

The Waiting That Leads to Wonder—A Season of Advent
ELIZABETH BLANCHETTE, COMMUNICATION & MARKETING MANAGER

As the season of Advent begins 
on November 27, the clergy 
look forward to exploring with 
you our Advent theme: the 
Waiting that Leads to Wonder. 
The touchstones of the season, 
known through the lighting of 
the Advent candles and weaving 
throughout the Sunday liturgy 
are hope, peace, joy, and love. 

to honor the darkness in our 
world and our spirits, especially 
as we grieve loved ones during 
the holiday season. Through 
candlelight, music, prayer, and 
reflection, we offer a safe space 
to honor that grief and feel 
surrounded in comfort as we 
continue our healing path. All are 
invited to this special service.

We invite you to wait with us, 
expectantly and longingly, for 
the hope, peace, joy, and love 
revealed in wonder at the arrival 
of God into our midst.

A special worship experience 
during Advent is “The Longest 
Night: A Solstice Service of 
Remembrance” on Tuesday, 
December 20, at 7 p.m. We gather 

Christmas Eve Services
THE BOARD OF WORSHIP

The Board of Worship is 
celebrating the return to 
consistent gathering of our 
congregation for in-person 
worship in our sanctuary! We 
are pleased to continue virtual 
options of our services for those 
unable to be present physically. 
Gathering in worship is the 
foundation of our experience as a 
Christian community.

Our board is responsible for 
oversight and coordination of 
many aspects of our worship, 
including the timing for our 
beautiful and meaningful 

at 5 and 9 p.m. The services 
will hold true to the traditions 
associated with the previous 
first and third services. Music 
offerings from children, youth, 
and adults will be enjoyed at 
5 p.m. and the Plymouth Choir 
at 9 p.m., along with meaningful 
scripture, a pastoral meditation, 
and the singing of “Silent Night” 
by candlelight at both.

Please plan on attending 
Christmas Eve worship, either in 
person or virtually, and please 
bring your family and friends!

Christmas Eve services. For many 
years, three services were held 
at approximately 4:45, 7:45, and 
10:45 p.m. Last year, we followed 
the same format, with a slight 
variation in the times of the 
services. 

For a number of years, 
attendance at the middle service 
has declined, and before the 
pandemic, we had discussed 
shifting to offer two services on 
Christmas Eve. And so this year, 
the Board has decided to offer 
two services on Christmas Eve:  
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youth in the bells room as they learn 
about ringing and becoming part 
of Plymouth’s rich tradition. Those 
in grades 3–12 are welcome to join 
them, Wednesday nights from 7:15 
to 8:00 p.m. They are working on a 
special piece to perform in the 5 p.m. 
Christmas Eve service.

Every Wednesday, Jones Commons 
fills with laughter and energy. Please 
join us for dinner. It will fill you with 
the light and warmth you need to get 
you through the rest of your week, 
especially with the growing darkness 
and cold of December.

Hope, Peace, Joy, Love
MARIE SCHOLTZ, ASSOCIATE MUSIC DIRECTOR

Christmas is the time for hope.

Christmas is the time for peace.

Christmas is the time for love.

Christmas is the time for joy.

This fall, I witnessed a joyful renewal 
at Plymouth like I’ve never seen 
before. We emerged again to seek 
community, find meaning, and share 
our gifts with others. Our Wednesday 
nights at Plymouth are bustling again, 
something I’ve missed deeply over the 
past two years of isolation and online 
learning.

Those involved in choirs and ringing 
are preparing for our Christmas Eve 
worship services. Within the process 

of returning to choir rehearsal is a 
special metaphor for Advent—the 
journey of preparing our hearts and 
voices for Christmas. 

Our 5 p.m. service will feature the 
debut of our Young Voices in worship; 
our Cherub, Chorister, and Youth 
Choirs, Chapel Singers, and our 
newest ensemble, the Chime Time 
Handbell Choir. The service will 
feature beautiful arrangements of 
familiar carols, new settings of the 
Christmas story, and the timeless 
“Night of Silence” candle-lighting. 

Our current Creative Quarterly, 
Chime Time Handbell Choir, 
began on October 26. Director Eric 
Kvasnicka is leading interested 

MUSIC

PARISH REGISTER

RECENT BIRTH 

Arthur Nachtigal Tanis, son of Emily Nachtigal 
& Patrick Tanis, grandson of Maureen & Paul 
Tanis 

RECENTLY BAPTIZED 

Paxton Asher Gillan, child of Janica & Rick 
Gillan 

Evelyn Rose Heier, child of Maggie & Mike 
Heier 

James Sheehan Hulse, child of Benjamin 
Hulse & Maureen Sheehan 

Mary Carolyn Sheehan Hulse, child of 
Benjamin Hulse & Maureen Sheehan 

Gwenette Margot Mattson, child of Danielle 
and Rory Mattson 

RECENTLY BEREAVED 

Annette Atkins, death of brother Mike Atkins, 
death of sister Linda Peterson, and death of 
brother-in-law Kendall Peterson 

Nathan & Anna Jeide-Detweiler, death of 
Nathan’s grandfather, Carl Lindell 

Shirley Rutherford, death of her sister Marilyn 
Korzeniowski

RECENTLY DECEASED 

Helen Conway, mother of Patrick Conway; 
mother(-in-law) of Kerry & Doug Hoverson; 
grandmother of Claire and Alex Hoverson 

Howard Dixon 

Dan Peterson, husband of Nancy Peterson; 
father(-in-law) of Grady & Cori Hamilton; 
father(-in-law) of Ashley & Jason Davidson 

Tim Sheehan, husband of Mary Sheehan; 
father(-in-law) of Maureen Sheehan and Ben 
Hulse; grandfather of Jimmy and MC Hulse 

James Simonson, husband of Carol Simonson 
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The Campus Task Force has worked 
for the past year to examine how 
better uses of our building and 
grounds can benefit our neighbors 
and our neighborhood. As we 
progressed, we increasingly used the 
word “transformation.” We are aware 
that this will require a shift in how we 
at Plymouth conduct our ministry in 
alignment with the Purposes of Our 
Church and the path to justice that 
calls us now. At this tender time of 
year, this time of expectant waiting, of 
Advent, we deeply feel that something 
new is seeking to be born!

A close look at our history indicates 
that in its earliest years, Plymouth was 
on fire with a passionate commitment 
to those causes in the United States—
political, social, and religious—that 
sought to reform society and create 
a better world. In their own words, it 
was the role of the church to promote 
the Kingdom of God and “do good 
service in the cause of Christ.” To 
become members of Plymouth meant 
to “devote themselves anew to the 
service of Christ’s Kingdom in the 
important place in which God has cast 
their lot.” 

More recently, our commitment to 
addressing homelessness, social 
justice, marriage equality, and 
environmental justice, among many 
other causes, has carried forward that 
legacy. How do we intensify our efforts 
to meet the critical needs of this time? 
As with many moments in our history, 
we are now being called to yet another 
transformation in our ministry and in 
the ways we understand ourselves as a 
congregation. 

We believe a new model is needed, 
a process that balances our direct 
services to people in need with an 

active challenge to the reasons 
why people are suffering racial, 
economic, and other injustices. This 
model takes the humanity of our 
neighbors seriously, increases our 
understanding of their experience, 
and seeks opportunities to collaborate 
with them to take action. It employs 
the Biblical image of God, who comes 
to us as the stranger who prays and 
works for the healing of creation 
along with us. To cooperate with this 
image, we must be perpetually open 
to the new, the unfamiliar. This is the 
road to justice.

The symbol of our Plymouth Flame 
has been compelling for our work. 
We considered some of Plymouth’s 
statements: We cultivate faith, 
nurture connection, and amplify 
love. We are open, welcoming, and 
committed to justice. Our Plymouth 
flame led us to ask the following 
of ourselves and now of you, our 
community.

What if the flame of faith, connection, 
love, openness, and commitment 
to justice reinforces our sense that 
pursuing justice for our community is 
one of the most sacred aspects of our 
Plymouth values and culture?

What if it kindles our commitment 
to sharing Plymouth’s considerable 
resources, privilege, and power to 
build a more just community?

What if it warms our hearts, 
individually and as a congregation, to 
seek authentic, intentional, mutually 
beneficial relationships with our 
neighbors?

Could it inspire our creativity to 
make our building and grounds more 
welcoming to others?

Might the Flame help us discern what 
services and programs in our existing 
building and yet to be created we 
make available to our neighbors?

Does it show us the way to collaborate 
humbly and respectfully with other 
organizations with whom we share 
common values?

What if it brings us to believe that we 
do have room in our inn?

We invite your comments and 
seek your interest and support as 
the Deacons consider our short-
term, mid-term, and longer-range 
recommendations. Over time, you 
will hear much more about ways 
Plymouth can make real, sustainable 
changes that benefit our neighbors, 
our neighborhood, and our beloved 
church. Let us find more room in and 
about our inn to travel the road to 
justice together. 

Please send comments and questions 
to Sonia Cairns, 
scairns@mosscairns.com

Is There Room in Our Inn? 
DON MACKENZIE AND SONIA CAIRNS

CAMPUS TASK FORCE
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Too often, we focus in on just a few 
characters in the Christmas story—
Jesus, his mother Mary, an angel. 
And yet the story is really one of 
a host of people—the Holy Family 
of course, but also innkeepers and 
townspeople, others traveling the 
same road to be registered, wise ones 
and their entourage, shepherds and 
their flocks, even dangerous company, 
like Herod and his army, are all part of 
this community story, enriching the 
tale and giving it layers, meaning, and 
purpose. 

We look again to celebrate the 
Christmas story in community with 
others, both those we know and 
love, and those we have yet to meet. 
Whether the Christmas season is 
joyous or tender, come celebrate and 
be in wonder with your friends and 
neighbors at Plymouth on Saturday, 
December 17, from 3 to 5 p.m. 

This festival, which is open and 
welcome to all, is a collaborative effort 
of nearly every board, committee, and 
initiative at Plymouth. Our Christmas 
Festival will include:

• A walk-through Living Nativity, 
featuring live animals

• Hot snacks by a local business
• Cookies
• Warm beverages
• Crafts
• Activities in- and outdoors
• A new community art project
• Displays of family nativity scenes
• Musicians and a group carol sing 

near the lit tree
And more! 

As always, we party with a purpose. 
This year we are partnering with My 
Very Own Bed, a local organization 
that builds beds and provides beds, 

mattresses, and bedding to children 
in need. As we gather together 
in community, in celebration of 
a tiny child who spent his first 
nights sleeping in straw in a barn, 
harnessing the power of community 
to raise funds to get more children 
into warm beds feels like the most 
spirit-led choice to make! 

Who knows what magic can happen 
when children have safe, warm places 
to sleep?

While we hope to see every one of 
you on the 17th, here are other ways 
you can get involved in the Christmas 
Spirit of Plymouth:

1. Lend us your manger! We are 
looking for Nativity Scenes 
to display in Jones Commons 
during the holiday season. We’d 
like to have them set up on 
Wednesday, November 23, prior 
to the start of Advent, 
and we will have them on 
display throughout the 
month. Nativities can be 
dropped off at the front 
desk, clearly marked with 
“To Nina” as well as whom 
they are from. 

2. Get your greens from 
friendly teens! Purchase 
garlands, wreaths, and swags from 
our high schoolers on Sunday, 
December 4. Wreaths will be on 
sale at 8:30 a.m., 10 a.m., and noon. 

3. Volunteer your talents for 
the community Christmas 
Festival—we need actors for the 
Living Nativity, cookie bakers, 
musicians, etc.: Plymouth.org/
ChristmasFestival

4. Sign up to receive an advent in a 
box kit—Plymouth.org/Christmas 
Festival

There Is Always Room in Our Stable
NINA JONSON, DIRECTOR OF CHILDREN & YOUTH MINISTRIES

CHRISTMAS FESTIVAL
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There Is Always Room in Our Stable
NINA JONSON, DIRECTOR OF CHILDREN & YOUTH MINISTRIES

Cultivate Faith,
Nurture Connection
Amplify Love!

Cultivate Faith, 
Nurture Connection, 
Amplify Love!

2023 Annual Giving Campaign

Plymouth.org/Give

On our previous border trip (and as we hope to on our upcoming trip in February), we spent time with the Green Valley 
Sahuarita Samaritans. This group performs desert searches, looking for immigrants living and dead. They provide water 
for the living. They help run shelters for those who make it through the desert. And they help with El Comedor.

El Comedor, an aid center for migrants in Nogales, Sonora, Mexico, provides two meals a day to migrant men, women, 
and children at all stages of their journeys. There are deportees, those seeking asylum, and many experiencing life-
altering choices. Once a week, the Samaritans help serve meals, converse with migrants, and provide first aid. 

The Immigrant Welcoming Work Group will have three boxes in Jones Commons during the month of December: one 
for clothing, one for food, and one for medical supplies. Please bring your donations during December. On December 19, 
we will ship the gathered supplies to The Comedor. Bless you for your support of some of the least of these, our brothers 
and sisters.

Here are needed items:
• Face masks
• Sweaters: all sizes for men, women, 

and children
• Jackets: all sizes for men, women, 

and children
• Gloves: all sizes for men, women, 

and children
• Knitted hats: all sizes for men, 

women, and children
• Blankets
• Deodorant
• Food containers
• Small stuffed toys and Matchbox 

type toy cars
• Packaged cookies, cakes, and 

candies (we bring snacks every 
week to hand out to the kids as 
dessert)

• Antacids: Tums, Rolaids, Mylanta
• Allergy pills: Claritin, Zyrtec (larger 

bottles) 
• Anti-fungal cream: Lotrimin, 

Clotrimazole, Miconazole 
• Anti-itch cream: Benadryl, 

Cortizone
• Antibiotic ointment: Neosporin, 

Polysporin 
• Cold sore medicine: Abreva, 

CamphoPhenique 
• Cough medicine: mucus relief, 

Hall’s cough drops 
• Lice shampoo, spray bottle 
• Muscle rub: Aspercreme, Biofreeze, 

IcyHot 

Supporting the Least of These 
JOHN HUMPHREY

• Nasal decongestant: Afrin 
• Natural tears: Clear Eyes, Refresh, 

Murine 
• Pain reliever for adults: Tylenol, 

Ibuprofen (larger bottles) 
• Pain reliever for children: Tylenol, 

Ibuprofen (individual bottles) 
• Stomach medicine: Zantac, 

Prilosec (larger bottles) 
• Toothache medicine: Orajel 
• Vitamins for adults (larger bottles) 
• Vitamins, chewable for children 

(larger bottles) 
• Ziploc snack bags for putting in 

pills and labeling with Sharpie 
markers 

IMMIGRANT WELCOMING WORKING GROUP



flame8 plymouth.org

Can you believe that it’s been four 
years since the last Members Art 
Show? Perhaps in those intervening 
years, you have explored your artistic 
side, or maybe you have created new 
works of art since we last gathered 
for this show. Whatever your reason, 
we want you to be a part of the 2023 
Members Art Show.

The Gallery Committee is happy to 
announce the return of this beloved 
Plymouth tradition. Members of all 
ages are encouraged to participate. 
The show is scheduled to open on 
Sunday, April 2, 2023. 

We will be sending more information 
later, but we want to be sure that 
you get this on your calendar. As 
we have done in the past, we will 
schedule drop-off dates for artworks 
a week or two prior to the installation, 
which is scheduled for Saturday, 
April 1, 2023. The show will open on 
Sunday, April 2. A date for the artists’ 
reception will be announced in 2023.

We have a limit of 2 pieces per 
member. All pieces are to be suitably 
framed or otherwise ready for 
hanging or display. Each piece must 
be marked with the member’s name 

and contact information. A release 
form is required for each participant.

We are pleased to again be able to 
present the Members Show in the 
Conn Gallery. We look forward to 
seeing your submissions. The show 
will run through June 30, 2023. 
Watch the Flame and This Week at 
Plymouth for more information after 
the new year. If you have questions 
now, you may email Gregg at 
gsdaubert@gmail.com.

A Plymouth Tradition Returns
GREGG DAUBERT

CONN GALLERY

National Homeless Persons Memorial 
Day always falls on December 21—
the longest night of the year in 
the northern hemisphere. This is a 
purposeful choice, full of symbolism. 
We choose this day of the longest 
night to remember and see individuals 
often not seen by society, or seen in 
shadowy, distorted ways. 

As the days get longer we see the 
returning light in the days to come as 
a symbol of hope and recommitment 
to compassionately serve those 
experiencing homelessness and 
housing insecurity and to transform 
the systems and societal choices that 
contribute to homelessness.

On Thursday, December 15, Plymouth 
will once again host events to 
commemorate members of the 
Minnesota homeless community 
who have died in the past year. The 
events begin in the Plymouth parking 

lot with a vigil and a 
silent march around 
Loring Park, which 
begins at Plymouth at 
5 p.m. The marchers 
will return to our 
Sanctuary for a service 
of remembrance, 
beginning at 6 p.m. 
We will serve coffee, 
cocoa, and cookies in 
Jones Commons after 
the service. 

Thanks to Simpson 
Housing Services and 
the Homeless Memorial 
planning committee 
for choosing Plymouth 
as a partner in this day 
of remembrance, hope, 
and recommitment. All 
are welcome to march 
and join in the service.

Homeless Memorial March
E.J.  KELLEY

OUTREACH
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Every Advent, we have the 
opportunity to sit with the traditional 
stories of Mary, Joseph, and the birth 
of Jesus and ask ourselves what 
meaning they have for us today in the 
world we live in right now. 

Mary and Joseph were homeless and 
hungry. They were looking for shelter 
and sustenance in a world where many 
chose to look away, perhaps saying 
to themselves, “It’s not my problem; 
they’re strangers.” At this time, in 
this place, in our world, many still 
choose not to see those experiencing 
homelessness and hunger.

Plymouth’s Christmas offering this 
year will support three organizations 
that do not avert their gaze from our 
neighbors who are experiencing 
housing and food insecurity: 
Groveland Emergency Food Shelf, 
Align Minneapolis, and Every Meal at 
Green Central Elementary.

Plymouth established Groveland 
in the basement of our church over 
40 years ago. That Groveland is 
now busier than ever is a telling 
commentary on our society. Visits to 
Groveland show no sign of leveling 
off to pre-pandemic levels. Instead, 
the number of family members served 
in recent months is soaring towards 
record monthly highs: 6,200 served in 
September alone. (Groveland served 
20,585 during all of 2020.)

Align Minneapolis is another 
organization Plymouth helped 
found, under the name Downtown 
Congregations to End Homelessness. 
Align takes a multi-pronged approach 
to addressing homelessness, meeting 
immediate needs and working for 
systemic change. It provides services 
and goods to those experiencing 
homelessness and housing insecurity, 

including emergency 
rental assistance to 
renters at risk of losing 
their housing. Through 
its advocacy and 
organizing work, Align 
listens to and amplifies 
the voices of those who 
have lived experience of 
homelessness. 

Every Meal at Richard 
Green Central Elementary 
is Plymouth’s newest 
outreach program. Many children 
who experience hunger insecurity 
throughout Minnesota receive 
meals at their schools. That leaves 
a gap during weekends, extended 
school breaks, and summers that 
Every Meal is closing. Each Friday 
at Green Central Elementary 
School, Plymouth members deliver 
food to children whose families live 
with food insecurity on weekends, 
summers, and extended school 
breaks. Our financial support helps 
cover the cost of food Plymouth 
members distribute, in a way 
that does not draw attention the 
students’ need.

You can learn more about each of 
these organizations by attending 
the Sunday Forum on December 11, 
at 10 a.m. in the chapel or online.

The Christmas Offering
E.J.  KELLEY

OUTREACH
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Earlier this month, Lydia Apartments 
Expansion celebrated its grand 
opening! Many people who have 
worked to make these 40 new 
apartments a reality gathered in the 
courtyard behind the new building as 
the sun poured down on us all. The 
Reverend Dwayne Davis offered a 
blessing. Beacon CEO and President 
Lee Blons shared the inspiring 
history of this first—and also newest—
fulfillment of Beacon’s vision: “All 
people have a home.” 

Minneapolis Mayor Jacob Frey, 
together with various dignitaries 
from the county and state, offered 
praise for Beacon as a leader in the 
field of deeply affordable housing. 
Kelly Matter, President and CEO of 
Avivo, which provides staff support 
to residents of Lydia, also recognized 
Beacon’s leadership in this field.

But the most heartfelt and inspiring 
words came from Ray Perry, a Lydia 
Apartments resident. As he stood 
in the brilliant sunshine, looking up 
at the wall of 40 new apartments, 
he said it reminded him of a library, 
each window a different book: some 
comedies, some dramas, some 
mysteries, many role models, 
all homes. Lydia apartments 
are deeply affordable; residents 
never pay more than 30 percent 
of their income, and those who 
cannot pay are not just accepted 
but welcomed.

The new apartments are finally 
ready. The mural painted by 
residents in the old community 
room was saved and reinstalled 
in the new community room. The 
long-awaited electric meters—
required to be installed before 

occupancy is granted—have arrived. 
Residents have already moved into 
10 of the 40 new apartments, with 
seven more expected this month, 15 
in November, and the final eight in 
December. 

Once again, we are appealing to the 
generosity of Plymouth. Items needed 
by new residents are listed on the 
Target gift registry: sheets, blankets, 
towels, kitchen supplies and more. 
The best way to help is to purchase a 
Target gift card and bring or send it to 

Lydia Apartments Opens Its Doors
BETSY CUSSLER

BEACON

Plymouth marked for Lydia. Your help 
is needed now as new residents are 
moving in almost every day. Please 
help now!

Seeing the finished building is a thrill! 
To close, here’s a thought from one of 
the speakers at the grand opening: “If 
Jesus walked the earth today, instead 
of changing water into wine, he’d be 
changing parking lots into deeply 
affordable housing.” 

This is holy work.
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November 27
First Sunday in Advent

Worship
9 a.m. & 11 a.m.

December 4
Second Sunday in Advent

Worship
9 a.m. & 11 a.m.

Wreath Sales
8:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m.

New Member Brunch
10 a.m.

December 11
Third Sunday in Advent

Worship
9 a.m. & 11 a.m.

December 15
Homeless Memorial March

5 p.m.

Homeless Memorial Service
6 p.m.

December 16
Winter Wanderings Concert

Sara Thomsen
7 p.m.

December 17
3-5 p.m.

Christmas Festival

Office Closed 
All Day December 26 & 27

At Noon on December 30
All Day January 2

December 18
Fourth Sunday in Advent

Worship
9 a.m. & 11 a.m.

Chamber Music: 
Contes Mystique

4 p.m. 

December 20
Longest Night Service

7 p.m.

December 24
Christmas Eve Worship

5 p.m. & 9 p.m.

Community Christmas Event
All Are Welcome

6-8:30 p.m.

December 25
Carol & Meditations

11 a.m.

January 1
New Year’s Service

11 a.m.
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Communication & Marketing Manager

Submit items for publication to Elizabeth 
Blanchette, ElizabethB (at) plymouth.org, 
no later than December 11 for the January 
Issue. We reserve the right to edit or delay the 
publication of any article.

Published seasonally for members and 
friends of Plymouth Congregational Church, 
Minneapolis, Minnesota. Subscribe to the 
electronic version by sending a note to 
churchinfo (at) plymouth.org. Find out the 
latest news; go to www.plymouth.org or  
facebook.com/PlymouthCongregationalChurch 
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Weekly Sunday Services 

In-Person and Online  

Worship Service 
9 a.m. and 11 a.m.. 

www.plymouth.org/worship. 

Sundays @ 10 a.m. 
Sunday Forum 

See schedule at Plymouth.org

Church School 
See Plymouth.org for more info.

Group Discussion Hour

Coffee and Fellowship @ 10 and 
Noon

Midweek Mingle

Wednesday Nights, 5:30-7 p.m.

Choirs, Chapel Singers, Young voices, 
Youth Group, 100 Hands, Creative 

Quarterly, The BIG Question, 
Community Dinner

More information at Plymouth.org

Contemplative Prayer  
available  

Thursday mornings at 9 a.m.

More information may be found on www.plymouth.org.

WEEKLY OFFERINGS

Offerings in person and online


