
 
 

 
 

Minutes	Procedure	
Minute-taker submits draft to group within 10 days of meeting; members have 7 days to submit revisions (no response is treated as 
approval). 

If any revisions, minute-taker forwards revised draft to group within 3 days for electronic approval; members have 2 days to respond (no 
response is treated as approval). 

Minute-taker submits approved minutes in Microsoft Word format to the Ministry Assistant for Programs (Doug Freeman, 
dougf@plymouth.org) upon approval. 

 

Board	of	Spiritual	Formation	
Meeting	Minutes	
Wednesday,	August	17,	2022	
 

Attendance 

YES NO  YES NO  

 x Kristen Bottemiller (2022)  x Emily Moses-Thomsen (2023) 

 x Anne Cheatham (2022) x  Seth Patterson Minister of Spiritual Formation and Theater 

x  Corbin Dillon (2021)  x Stacy Yoakiem (2021) 

x  John Gisselquist (2023), Co-Chair x  Johanna Schussler (2021), Co-Chair 

 x Nina Jonson x  Rebecca Smith (2021) 

x  Renée Macomber (2022)    

 

Guests: Ann Ludlow 

Opening and Check-Ins  Renee: “Amplify Love” asking each of us to reflect how we have amplified love either to 
Plymouth, through family, through relationships, business, work.  
 
Committee Check-Ins: (Largely skipped in favor of other items) 
Sunday Forum  
Contemplatives 
Library 
Clergy Update 
Leadership Council Meeting 
Theater 45 Degrees 
Children youth and Family 
 
Sundays at 10  
Ann Ludlow: Two years ago in the last election cycle, we wrote non-partisan letters, sponsored by Voting Forward, to 
encourage people to vote. Given that there is so much voter suppression, these letters can be very effective. Letters 
need to be sent by Oct 29th. Each person writes five, ten, 20 personal notes. Research says clearly that they’re most 
effective when mailed close to the election.  
 
Discussion happened re where and when this should be held. We seem to have landed on Jones Commons, several 
weeks in a row. Start this on Sunday, September 18th and run it every Sunday through Sunday, October 23rd. Ann will 
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run the table all Sundays except September 25th, which Rebecca will take care of. This Voting Forward event will also 
be suspended October 9th for Immigration Sunday.  
 
Immigration Sunday – October 9 
No Sundays at 10 activities that day except the Sunday Forum dedicated to immigration issues. There will be outside 
advocacy groups in Jones Commons. There will be food and activities. That is all we will schedule for October 9th.  
 
NOTE: we unanimously voted to not schedule other Sundays at 10 activities on October 9, 2022.  
 
October 23rd Sunday Forum is in flux. The official spreadsheet says it is a lecture on Plastics, and a Rebuild Ukraine 
event. There was a concert for Rebuild Ukraine that was very poorly attended. It now may have changed into a lec-
ture with slides called Rebuild Ukraine that may or may not be slated to take the place of the Plastics lecture on Octo-
ber 23rd. Seth will speak with Philip and Jackie Prince to work it out.  
 
Contemplatives and Small-Group Discussion - more work to be done.   
 
7:30 - Rally Sunday - September 11 – John and Renee will be at the BoSF table. Seth encouraged them to bring 
food/candy.  
 
A preliminary theme for Rally Sunday is “Gathered Home: Returning, Rebuilding, & Renewing our Beloved Commu-
nity.” This will be the first time we will fully gather in person for Rally Sunday since 2019. Leadership and clergy hope 
to broaden both the appeal and participation in Rally Sunday beyond the assumption that the focus is solely on our 
children. 
 
Boards, committees, initiatives, and task forces are being asked to generate awareness, enthusiasm, and involvement 
in their work through a ministry fair, in which they take the opportunity to introduce and re-introduce themselves to 
congregants and visitors. Each board, committee, initiative, and task force is being asked to table throughout the 
church at the 10 am hour, using our creativity and imagination to invite participation, and we are also open to other 
ways you would like to show up and participate on that day.  
 
Contemplative and Small Group Discussion 
 
John will have discussions with Emily and Elizabeth about Contemplative offerings to see what they’re up for. Seth 
brought up that we have the budget to hire someone to facilitate. Having just open space for sitting meditation may 
be enough for that offering. Anyone of us could show up and set the timer and say a quick greeting and sending.  
 
Small Group for 8/21 is Chris Bonhoff. Seth will talk with Elizabeth to get it into the Friday email. 
 
No Sundays at 10 on Nov 27th.  
 
Johanna has taken on the task of sending a spreadsheet to Chris Bonhoff and Sarah Lehman to get them on the calen-
dar for Sept through Dec Sundays at 10. 
 
Wednesday, Aug 23, CCYF gathering and introducing new members of the committee to the rest of the committee. 
Renee asked us to help brainstorm what activities should happen at this event. They will exchange contact infor-
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mation, share a calendar for the fall and ask about the rest of the year. Renee asks us for thoughts about the relation-
ship between CCYF and BoSF and more about what BoSF does. Does CCYF have (or want) a mission statement. Seth 
says there is one, and Renee requested that someone get her CCYF’s existing mission statement. Seth and Johanna 
sent Renee, live during the course of the meeting, what she requested.  
 
Next month we will figure out who the new liaisons will be for a few committees.  
 
Closing  
John: What is one thing we’re looking forward to doing before the summer ends? 

Determine Opening/Closing for October 
Kristen will do both. 
 
Adjourn 

Next	Meeting	
Wednesday, September 14, 2022, both in person at Plymouth and via Zoom. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 
Rebecca Smith, secretary 


