
 
 

 
 

Minutes Procedure 

Minute-taker submits draft to group within 10 days of meeting; members have 7 days to submit revisions (no response is treated as 
approval). 

If any revisions, minute-taker forwards revised draft to group within 3 days for electronic approval; members have 2 days to respond (no 
response is treated as approval). 

Minute-taker submits approved minutes in Microsoft Word format to the Ministry Assistant for Programs (Doug Freeman, 
dougf@plymouth.org) upon approval. 

 

Board of Spiritual Formation 
Meeting Minutes 
Wednesday, May 11, 2022 
 

Attendance 

YES NO  YES NO  

x  Kristen Bottemiller (2022) x  Emily Moses-Thomsen (2023) 

 x Anne Cheatham (2022) x  Seth Patterson Minister of Spiritual Formation and Theater 

x  Corbin Dillon (2021)  x Josh Scharback (2022) 

x  John Gisselquist (2023), Co-Chair x  Johanna Schussler (2021), Co-Chair 

 x Nina Jonson x  Rebecca Smith (2021) 

x  Renée Macomber (2022)  x Stacy Yoakiem (2021) 

 

Guests 

none 

Opening 

Opening/check-in – Renee read a poem by Claudia Lapp, from The Poetry of Peace, called “Lake.” Renee asked the 
question, “What would you like the lake to take a way or smooth the edges of for you today?” 

Discuss Future Meetings - while we meet via Zoom this time, we hope to meet in person outdoors in June to cele-

brate the end of the year, to thank Johanna for her leadership, welcome John as our new Chair, and wish all the best 

to Josh as he leaves the BOSF.  If all goes well, we will be back in person at Plymouth in September. 

It was decided that we would meet at Kristin’s house in June, as she has space both outdoors (our preference) and 

indoors (if weather doesn’t cooperate). The meeting is also TENTATIVELY moved to 6/15, but we want to be sure that 

Josh, at least, can be there, as it is his last meeting. We may make the time 6:00 to 8:00.  

 

Committee Check-Ins: (Largely skipped in favor of other items) 

 

Sunday Forum  
Contemplatives 
Library 
Clergy Update 
Leadership Council Meeting 
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Theater 45 Degrees: Theater 45 Degrees, readings of works based on My Grandmother’s Hands will be held June 6 at 
7:00 at Plymouth. 
Children youth and Family 

 
Sundays at 10  
Discussion Question: How’s it been going? (For folks who have been able to attend) 

o Thoughts so far - attendance is good and growing! 

o Continuation of calendar on a more limited basis for summer months. 

Sunday Forum will be only on the 2nd Sunday of each month through the summer. 

It is proposed that the other offerings could claim one Sunday a month, over the summer, to be 
the sole offering of Sundays at 10.  

Kristin brought up the question of whether Nina could use more help over the summer, and Renee 
confirmed that Nina would very much welcome additional help.  

Throughout the summer, the Sundays at 10 events could be held under the tent if desired. This 
could actually result in community participation. 

 

Embroidery Discussion (John and Seth) 

Update from Leadership Council (John and Seth) 

Leadership Council will have a meeting sometime in June to discuss. There is a strong desire for 
the current Leadership Council to settle the issue rather than having it pass to the next configura-
tion of Leadership Council. 

Information sessions about the images and impacts, with discussions to be held. May 23, 7 pm, 
June 5, 3 pm. In person/hybrid probably in Guild Hall.   

There is very little appetite for a vote, so unless there is another “alternate plan” situation, the 
Leadership Council will come up with a plan and that we will follow the plan.  

We discussed the latest draft of Board's statement on the embroidery. 

Here is the BoSF Summer Embroidery statement: 

To: Leadership Council 

Fr: Board of Spiritual Formation  

Re: Summer of the First Amendment, the Summer Embroidery  
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The Board of Spiritual Formation (BoSF) joins the Racial Justice Initiative in recommending that Plymouth Church’s 
Leadership Council must not put off making a long-term decision regarding the Summer Embroidery (The Summer of 
the First Amendment) beyond the end of June of 2022.   

BoSF asks Leadership Council to hold the following in mind as it considers this recommendation. 

1. Traditionally, this work would be scheduled to hang beginning on the first Saturday in June. When June 2022 

arrives, the presence or absence of The Summer of the First Amendment in Guild Hall will likely be perceived 

as a purposeful decision made on behalf of the Plymouth congregation and community. For this reason, we 

believe it would be highly problematic to defer decision making. 

 

2. Central to the work of the BoSF is a commitment to provide a safe place for people to practice spirituality 

together so that we are better equipped to do the revolutionary work that we are called to do as Christians in 

the world.  

0. We understand a safe place to be one that is free of images that cause harm or trigger trauma. 

1. We understand that Plymouth becoming and remaining a safe place may, at times, involve discom-

fort as we discuss and come to terms with the differences we may have based on our diverse life ex-

periences and perspectives. 

2. Members of our Plymouth congregation, visitors, and community members have told us they experi-

ence pain viewing the Summer Embroidery.  

 

1. The final decision – whether to hang the embroidery or to rest it indefinitely – is independent of the immense 

respect we hold for the loving intent of the Needlers and the skill of their execution of the embroidery. 

BoSF is available to discuss any of our recommendations with Leadership Council. We thank you for considering our 
perspective as you make this important decision. 

ON AGENDA, BUT NOT DISCUSSED: Campus Planning Task Force  

The Task Force is asking our boards to brainstorm around the three questions below and share our findings 
with the Task Force. 

o How can we be even better neighbors? 

o How can we make our building more hospitable to our neighborhood? 

o How should we use our buildings, property and land?  

Requests for the answers to these questions were sent in an email. It was decided that we can carry this item over to 
June for discussion over dinner.  

Determine Opening/Closing for March 

No volunteers noted. 

 
Closing Renee volunteered. We were very low on time, but the question was, if the wind at the lake could blow 
something wonderful into Plymouth, what would it be? Answers: Patience, Energy, Renewal for our ministers, 
knowing more of our neighbors, Imagination, Versatility, Bravery, Boldness 
 
Adjourn 



4 

Next Meeting 

June 15, 2022, 6:00pm SPECIAL NOTE: This is not our normal meeting date, location, or time; please update your June 
calendars. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 
Rebecca Smith, secretary 


