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Of course, music continues to thrive at Plymouth 
with our choirs for all ages for voices and 
handbells. I am grateful to our excellent team of 
directors who bring such joy and beauty to this 
church, headed by Marie Scholtz, with Siri Keller, 
Eric Kvasnicka, and Mary Laymon.

Best wishes to everyone as we embark on another 
exciting New Year.

Philip Brunelle

Becoming the Land that Never Has Been Yet
DEWAYNE L.  DAVIS,  LEAD MINISTER

“O, let America be America again—
The land that never has been yet—
And yet must be—the land where every man is free.”
—Langston Hughes, 
“Let America Be America Again”

After an election season filled with narratives of 
nationalism and political score-settling, voters 
and candidates promising chaos in our voting 
and election outcomes, and malicious targeting of 
LGBTQ people, I joined many in a sigh of relief that 
the worst-case scenarios we feared did not come to 
pass. But all is not well in the land. Where do we go 
from here as we ring in the New Year? How do we 
summon the best of who we are and claim to be to 
address the real challenges of poverty, inequality, 
and public safety for every person? How do we allow 
a commitment to dignity, equity, and compassion to 
shape our social, political, and economic aspirations 
and decision-making? Just as I began to despair 
about the lack of will to come together as a nation 
to do justice, I remembered that despair and 
cynicism are fatal blows to the imagination. And 
as we celebrate the life, work, and legacy of Rev. Dr. 
Martin Luther King, Jr., on MLK Day, we remember 
that his dream and imagination were the sparks for 
creating so many possibilities and realities we take 
for granted today.

After the passage of the 1964 Civil Rights Act and 
the 1965 Voting Rights Act, many Americans were 
satisfied that, at long last, the United States had 
done right by Black Americans by dismantling 
the legal edifice of segregation, discrimination, 
and oppression. Many wondered what was next 
for Dr. King, then the pre-eminent leader of 
the modern American Civil Rights Movement, 
and the Black freedom movement after these 
historic achievements for Black freedom and 
equality. Despite the accomplishment of legal and 
constitutional protections for Black people, King 

foresaw troubling signs of chaos on the horizon 
with the escalation of the Vietnam War, the 
destructive violence of the Watts Riots, stubborn 
poverty and economic inequality, and the rise of 
Black militancy. To make the case that the country 
had more work ahead to achieve substantive 
equality, King wrote “Where Do We Go From Here: 
Chaos or Community?”, arguing that the political 
victories to secure the constitutional rights for 
Black Americans had little to no impact on the 
economic prospects of the most vulnerable. King 
called for “a revolution of values” and “economic 
reconstruction” that recognizes God’s children’s 
inherent worth and dignity by addressing the 
systemic conditions of unemployment, low 
wages, lack of affordable housing, and crime and 
violence.

In taking stock of Black Americans’ long struggle 
for freedom and equality after King’s death, 
Vincent Harding, one of King’s close friends 
and speechwriter, asked in a provocatively titled 
essay, “Is America possible?”, Harding affirms 
King’s belief that, yes, America is possible. In his 
testimonies about his dream, having been to the 
mountaintop and seeing the promised land, King 
fully believed in the nation’s promise, possibilities, 
and the gift of beginning again. King eloquently 
argued that the country has within her the power 
to do better, pursue its promise and potential, 
begin again and become the nation it claims to 
be in its myths of national exceptionalism. Or, as 

Langston Hughes poetically dreamed, America 
could “be the land that never has been yet.” Where 
do we go from here? We meet this moment to 
rid the nation of its racism, consumerism, and 
militarism to hasten our path to an inclusive, 
beloved community marked by dignity, equity, 
and compassion for all. We need not succumb to 
chaos. We pursue community and achieve our 
country.

King was confident in the nation’s commitment 
to federal legal support for Black citizenship. He 
had no reason to believe that the courts, especially 
the Supreme Court, would abandon its support for 
the constitutional protections of those who fought 

MINISTER’S MESSAGE CONTINUED

 

Grace Notes
PHILIP BRUNELLE, ORGANIST-CHOIRMASTER

The winter months take us from Epiphany to Lent 
with a marvelous array of choral music sung by the 
Plymouth Choir—beginning on Epiphany Sunday 
with the charming piece that Randall Davidson 
composed for the unveiling of the embroidery 
Christmas Radiance in 1992. Favorite anthems 
will be heard—music of Undine Smith Moore, Egil 
Hovland, and Jonathan Dove, as well as premieres 
by Paul Lohman, Amy Beach, Judith Weir, and 
Diedre Robinson.

It is amazing to recognize that Plymouth’s 
magnificent Holtkamp pipe organ was installed 
in 1981—more than 40 years ago—and remains 
in vibrant condition! I am so pleased that the 
outstanding French organist Daniel Roth will 
return to Plymouth on March 9 to play a recital for 
us. He is regarded as one of the finest organists 
in the world, known for his outstanding playing 
of the classics as well as his dazzling technique 
improvising on themes given to him on the spot! 
Don’t miss this event!

His appearance is part of our new Sunday Chamber 
Music series, though Daniel’s recital is on a 
Thursday. Watch for more informaiton on January, 
February, and March events—all free and open to 
everyone. 

so hard for the right to vote, a good education, 
and access to public accommodations. In our 
own time, we are facing backlash and losing 
ground on constitutional protections. Economic 
inequality and our neglect of human needs 
continue to impoverish too many vulnerable 
people. Perhaps, where we go now is to become 
what King described as “creative dissenters who 
will call our beloved nation to a higher destiny, 
to a new plateau of compassion, to a more noble 
expression of humanness.” We can do our part as 
a beloved community to help our nation become 
the land that never has been yet. In the New Year, 
we choose community, not chaos.
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Room at the Inn, A Christmas Festival to Remember
ELIZABETH BLANCHETTE

The joy of Christmas can be felt all around Plymouth, with 
the Christmas décor lovingly placed in each room, at every 
corner; the careful planning over months to pull together 
our lovely traditions; and in the way we lift up those causes 
most desperately needed in our community. 

On December 17 Plymouth opened its parking lot and doors 
to celebrate the story. Music filled the air, with the winter 
chill offset by the warmth flowing in and around Plymouth. 
Committee members created environmentally friendly 
ornaments commemorating Black individuals killed by law 
enforcement. The Living Nativity and patient, real reindeer 
enthralled all ages.

Inside we heard music from Greta and Diane Hallberg, 
Spencer Bubula and Eli Brunelle. Salsa Rueda danced, and 
then the group’s Stephanie Owen-Lyons led eager audience 
members joining in. Kristen Bottemiller led the creation 
of a community nativity to hang in Jones Commons. The 
Archives committee provided a beautiful “Christmas Past” 
slideshow. Revelers feasted on tasty wraps made by Chef 
Teddy of The Cave Café (https://www.thecavecafe.biz/our-
story). As the light dimmed, we gathered by the tree to sing 

carols and cheer when Tom Anderson flipped the switch 
lighting up the tree. Our generous spirits supported the 
local My Very Own Bed organization, and we surpassed 
our $1500 goal, raising $2160 -- enough to provide 
beds for eight children who otherwise would not have 
one. Drawn by the festivities, neighbors were warmly 
welcomed and joined in the fun. There is always room 
at this inn. The warmth and joy of the Christmas festival 
carried us through the remaining weeks of advent.

Drawn by the activity, local community members joined 
us and were warmly greeted and welcomed in, showing 
once again there is always room at this inn. The warmth 
and joy of the Christmas Festival carried us through the 
remaining weeks of Advent.

Chamber Music at Plymouth
PHILIP BRUNELLE

Everyone is invited. No admission 
charge.

Sunday, January 29, at 4 p.m. in Guild 
Hall: Piano Music for a Winter 
Day with Philip Brunelle and Sonja 
Thompson

Sunday, February 12, at 4 p.m. in 
Guild Hall: A Valentine Treat with 
Plymouth’s Solo Quintet 
Delightful music of love and 
romance to put you in the mood 
for Valentine’s Day.

Thursday, March 9, at 7 p.m. in 
the Sanctuary: Organist Daniel 
Roth from Paris, France. The 
internationally acclaimed organist 
pays us his third visit playing 
Plymouth’s Holtkamp organ.

 

$2160 Raised 
Enough for 8 Beds

https://www.thecavecafe.biz/our-story
https://www.thecavecafe.biz/our-story
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In early December, 14 Plymouthites nervously gathered on a bitterly cold Saturday morning in the Conn Gallery. Seven 
of them, elders of the church, came with gifts of wisdom and curiosity. The other seven, Plymouth children ages 8–11, 
brimmed with excitement and enthusiasm. 

Theater educators from CLIMB Theater ran a three-hour workshop focused on sharing stories and building 
intergenerational relationships using improv, games, and questions to help the participants see one another in a new 
light. If you walked by that morning, you might have seen people discussing preconceived notions or stereotypes we 
have about differing generations, small mixed-age groups performing costumed skits, and everyone traveling around the 
space doing different “silly walks.” 

After the workshop, lunch was provided in Jones Commons, and the intergenerational camaraderie continued, with 
adults and children happily sitting together and conversing about shared interests, pets, hobbies, and travel. After lunch, 
CLIMB Theater did an interactive performance of the play Grandpa and Lucy, about a family’s experience navigating 
Alzheimer’s and memory loss, viewed through the eyes of a granddaughter. Attendees ranged from older adults who 
had lost loved ones to Alzheimer’s, to children whose grandparents were beginning to experience memory loss, to those 
who hadn’t experienced it yet, but had increased compassion and empathy for what can happen as we age. The play was 
incredibly moving and culminated with a community talk-back.

Feedback from the participants about the day was 
universally positive. One of the adults shared “I 
haven’t laughed that hard in years. I left feeling so 
much lighter.” A child said “When can we do this 
again? I had so much fun.” As people went out into 
the cold, saying goodbye with hugs, handshakes and 
high fives, a participant was heard saying “I can’t wait 
to come back to church tomorrow—I have new friends 
to say hi to!”

We are always looking for opportunities for 
intergenerational gatherings. Mark your calendars for 
Breakfast and Board Games, Saturday, February 11, 
from 9:30 to 11:30. The young and the young at heart 
are all welcome!

Memories Lost, Memories Made 
NINA JONSON, DIRECTOR OF CHILDREN AND YOUTH MINISTRIES

 

This partnership with the Jewish Community Relations 
Council of Minnesota and the Dakotas (JCRC) is a 
touring exhibition of portraits and accompanying stories 
of Minnesota Holocaust Survivors. JCRC says that “This 
exhibition introduces viewers to Minnesota Holocaust 
survivors. While each person has a story of survival under 
exceedingly difficult circumstances, the color photographs 
focus on life and hope. Their lives are reminders of the value 
of freedom and the enduring human spirit.”

From January 3 to February 28, 2023 the exhibition will 
be in Jones Commons, the most traveled and used space 
at Plymouth. These evocative photographs were taken by 
David Sherman who is, among other things, the official 
photographer of the Minnesota Timberwolves and Lynx. 
Plymouth is proud to be host to these stories so that we can 
continue to stand firmly with our Jewish siblings against 
the toxicity that is antisemitism.

Transfer of Memory
SETH PATTERSON, MINISTER FOR JUSTICE & THE ARTS

In addition to this exhibit, Plymouth 
will also host other experiences:

• International Holocaust Remembrance Day event 
with JCRC and TPT. January 27, 2023, 1 p.m. in the 
Conn Theater. Free, registration will be required.

• A play reading of Survivors by Wendy Kout. This 
is a Theater 45° production in partnership with 
Six Points Theater. One performance, Monday, 
February 6, at 7 p.m. Free.

• A Sunday Forum with Manny Gabler, Holocaust 
survivor who is featured in the exhibit.  
Sunday, February 12, 10 a.m.

• A guest preacher Steve Hunegs on Sunday, 
February 12, at the 9 and 11 a.m. services.

• A book launch and cello concert with Janet 
Horvath on February 26. former associate principal 
cello for the MN Orchestra, presents a multimedia 
event with images, cello and excerpts from her new 
memoir: The Cello Still Sings: A Generational Story 
of the Holocaust and of the Transformative Power 
of Music. There will be advanced copies of the 
book available

Continue to stand firmly with our 
Jewish siblings against the toxicity 
that is antisemitism.

PARISH REGISTER

RECENTLY BEREAVED 

Haley & Tim Brunelle, death of Haley’s father, 
Stan Drab; Maks, Eli, and Felix Brunelle, 
death of grandfather

Dick & Jane Gerber, death of Dick’s sister-in-
law, Carolyn Liedel Gerber; Courtney Gerber 
& Chad Freeburg, death of Courtney’s aunt; 
Isla Gerber, death of great-aunt

Beverly Gores and Nancy Gores, death of 
their father, Raymond Gores; Jacob Wood, 
death of grandfather

Jim & Ellen van Iwaarden, death of Jim’s 
father, William Van Iwaarden; Coco & Sam 
Carson, death of Coco’s grandfather; Amelia 
van Iwaarden & Oren Lavie, death of Amelia’s 
grandfather; Maya Lavie, death of great-
grandfather

Theresa Voss, death of her mother, Susan 
Elizabeth Voss; Tony Williams and Cole 
Williams, death of grandmother

RECENTLY DECEASED 

Barbara Haglund

Mary Lou Mathison

Jeffrey R. McCoy

Hans Melgaard, father of Rebecca Melgaard 
Newton, Christine Melgaard, Hans Melgaard, 
Timothy Melgaard, and Andrew Melgaard

Margaret “Meg” Nichols
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The Board of Outreach is excited to announce a new 
opportunity for Plymouth members and friends to help 
support children who live with food insecurity during 
weekends, summer, and extended school breaks. The 
organization is called Every Meal, and the board voted 
unanimously in September to become a partner by 
sponsoring Green Central Elementary School, located 
just a mile south of church. This partnership aligns 
closely with our mission of supporting families right 
here in our community.

Every Meal is a full-service MN non-profit specializing 
in equipping the community to implement weekend 
food programs in their local school. Every Meal provides 
the tools, resources, expertise, and food required to 
make an effective and significant impact on child 
hunger. Plymouth has pledged to support Green Central 
financially, funding all distributed food, and, equally 
important, with volunteers to distribute the food at the 
end of each week.

Every Meal is 100 percent community funded, which 
means that they do not receive any government 

assistance. Families are simply asked if they would 
like to have a shelf-stable meal brought home by their 
student. There are five different culturally appropriate, 
nutritionally sound meals available. If they agree, then 
a meal is discretely placed in their child’s backpack or 
locker when students are in class.

The need is great all over the state as children are 
facing empty kitchen cupboards at home. Just a month 
into this school year, 2,000 more kids per week are 
asking for this support from Every Meal. A 33 percent 
increase and highlights the significant need kids are 
facing in our community and our role in supporting 
them nutritionally. 

Each Friday (or often Thursdays if school is closed on 
Friday) Plymouth volunteers arrive at this bilingual 
K–5th grade school, collect the distribution lists, go 
find the food, organize it on carts, and set off to place 
the meals in the designated backpack or locker. Our 
first day was October 14, and we had five Plymouth 
volunteers on hand to distribute the meals! The school 
has a great vibe with friendly families, helpful staff, 
and many smiling students. Last year Green Central 
had 40–50 kids signed up, and this year those numbers 
have nearly doubled. Plymouth is thrilled to step in and 
fill this need partnering with Every Meal for the kids 
and families at Green Central Elementary School in 
Minneapolis. 

Want more information? Go to everymeal.org or email 
or call Mary Jordan at maryjordan13@gmail.com or 612-
308-6170.

Please join our 
volunteer group! It is 
fun, easy, and makes 
such a difference 
for these families. 
The link to our 
SignUpGenius is 
below. Sign up for 
as many slots as you 
would like. 

https://www.
signupgenius.com/
go/30E0E4AAEAF2EA64-every

Every Meal
MARY JORDAN, BOARD OF OUTREACH

In September we were blessed to add Sandy Spieler to 
our team as a Child and Youth Specialist. Sandy is the 
former executive director of In the Heart of the Beast 
Puppet Theater and has been involved in large-scale 
art and community projects, including the May Day 
Parade, for decades.

In January and February, Sandy will be bringing her 
bountiful talents related to art, community building, 
and performance to an intergenerational project, 
Water is Life, which will be the worship service 
at both 9 and 11 a.m. on Sunday, February 26. This 
program is a partnership between the Board of 
Spiritual Formation, Marie Scholtz and the Midweek 
Mingle, Wednesday evening music programs, and the 
Committee for Children, Youth and Families. Here is 
more about the project, in Sandy’s own words: 

For seven weeks, on Wednesday evenings and Sunday 
mornings, people of all ages will create liturgy and art 
items honoring water with reverence and thanks. The 
intent is to recognize and experience how all life is 
connected through water. 

We imagine building two “Rivers” with the children, 
youth, and all who wish to participate. One river, a 
physical one encompassing puppetry and sculptures, 
will be built during the Sunday educational 10 a.m. 
sessions, starting Sunday, January 8. The other river, 
an intangible one, involving poetry, movement and 
performance, will be created during Midweek Mingle 
Creative Quarterly sessions, held from 7:15 to 8 p.m. 
beginning January 11. 

Why are we doing this?

Water is a primordial gift of creation. 

Water gives life to all life.

Water is in our bodies.

Water connects the world: rising and falling in a big 
circle, connecting all things like the rivers we are 
making, connecting the ancient past to now, while 
connecting now to the future.

Water is a relative; we depend on water; water depends 
on all of us.

Volunteers and participants are needed to assure that 
the plan evolves with joy:

• Three volunteers to work with Sandy Spieler on 
Wednesday evenings Jan. 11–Feb. 22. Volunteers 
must commit to helping at all sessions.

• Consistent teachers for each Sunday session (Jan. 
8–Feb. 19)

• Adult participants on Sundays and Wednesdays!

For more information, email Nina Jonson at  
Ninaj@plymouth.org.

Wintergenerational Arts Workshop
NINA JONSON, DIRECTOR OF CHILDREN AND YOUTH MINISTRIES

Come Join Us!

All life is connected 
through water.

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/30E0E4AAEAF2EA64-every
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/30E0E4AAEAF2EA64-every
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/30E0E4AAEAF2EA64-every
mailto:Ninaj%40plymouth.org?subject=Wintergenerational
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People decked out in eye-popping red vests have been catching 
the attention of Plymouth visitors. The volunteer Ambassadors can 
be identified by their vests, welcoming smiles, and eagerness to 
answer guests’ questions.

The Ambassadors’ efforts began this past fall with marketing 
activities focused on reaching young families interested in a 
church home. The welcoming was paired with a digital campaign 
on Google and social media platforms to reach prospective 
members. It’s all part of Plymouth’s broader growth initiative: 
increasing awareness and practicing the fundamentals of a 

theology of hospitality. 

The digital campaign 
engaged church-
shopping families 
online. Then, when 
people decide to come 
and check Plymouth 
out, the Ambassadors 
are on the job. They’ve 
been trained on 
welcoming visitors, 

answering questions, comfortably gathering visitors’ information, 
and ensuring follow-up as appropriate.

Jasper Jonson says being an Ambassador has given him the 
opportunity to help shape Plymouth’s future. Since the pandemic 
restrictions have eased, he’s seen many people “church shopping.” 
He’s on board to attract other young families to join him, his wife 
Nina, and their children Zinnia, 14, and Adella, 11, in our church 
community.

Ambassador Linda Seime, a relatively new Plymouth member, says 
that she and her husband weren’t shy about asking questions when 
they first visited the church. Yet she recognizes that some people 
are reluctant to do so. “I don’t want anyone leaving wondering why 
we weren’t interested in their story,” she says.

Bonnie Janda, a 50-year member, says she became an Ambassador 
because she heard from people who were briefly members of 
Plymouth or visitors who didn’t find Plymouth people particularly 
warm or friendly. “I wanted to break through that and make a 
practice of being accessible.”

Marketing this extensively is new to Plymouth. The Ambassadors 
glean valuable insights from their interactions which help direct 
the evolution of our marketing strategy. This initial fall campaign, 
and the debut of the Ambassadors, is helping us fine tune and 
evolve our next round of efforts. 

One key learning is awareness of the need 
to continually make those in the Plymouth 
community feel welcomed and informed, 
regardless of how they wish to be involved. 
Each Plymouth member is vital to making 
the church a welcoming place.

One of many ways to do that is to become 
an Ambassador. It’s easy and fulfilling, say 
current Ambassadors. Jasper especially 
appreciates the flexibility of scheduling time 
to work a volunteer shift and the support the 
volunteers 
receive 
from the 
marketing 
committee. 
Most Ambassadors volunteer for one hour 
a month either before or after one of our 
Sunday church services, but they also can 
help during Plymouth’s special events or 
concerts.

“It’s encouraging to find out how many 
people are visiting and exploring Plymouth 
as a potential church home,” says Bonnie. 
“After the separation and isolation of 
Covid, I’ve found being an Ambassador a 
surprisingly helpful way for me to reconnect 
to people with whom I’m acquainted and 
also with newcomers.”

Ambassadors Employ Hospitality to Inspire Growth 
JEAN TRACY

During the Sunday Forum on March 5, join 
Plymouth’s Marketing Manager, Elizabeth 
Blanchette, and Marketing Committee Lead Tim 
Brunelle for a discussion of our church’s newly 
developed marketing committee, and our recent 
foray into all things marketing. They’ll review the 
research, strategy, creative work and results of our 
fall campaign targeting families with young children, 
and the birth and integration of the Ambassador 
program. The pair will talk through Facebook and 
Instagram ads, search engine ads and website 
landing pages—the infrastructure of modern 
marketing. They’ll also talk through Plymouth’s 
marketing plans throughout 2023. 

Learn How We Market  
Plymouth Church

Ambassadors - Join 
Their Ranks!

Beverly Gores

Jasper Jonson

Karen Barstad

Bonnie Janda

Want to become an Ambassador?  
Email elizabethb@plymouth.org

Save the Date: March 19, 2023

Sunday, March 19, 2023, is Mental Health Sunday, with a 
special recognition of 50 years of the Plymouth Drop-in 
program. Rev. Dr. Rachael Keefe, pastor of Living Table UCC 
in Minneapolis, will be joining us as a guest preacher at both 
worship services and will also lead a forum entitled “Lifesaving 
Church.”

Rev. Dr. Keefe is an author, a painter, and a poet. Previously, 
she served as a clinical chaplain at a state psychiatric hospital 
where she worked with patients, staff, clergy, and faith 
communities to increase understanding and welcoming of 
persons living with severe and persistent symptoms of mental 
illness. On March 19 in the afternoon, we will host a reception 
celebrating Plymouth Drop-in’s 50+ years. Important information will be shared and good food will be provided 
as we celebrate this essential, steadfast ministry of Plymouth Congregational Church. Stay tuned for more 
information and details as well as a special invitation on ways to participate.

Mental Health Sunday

Linda Seime

Jerry Jorgenson

Trish O’Brien

Nora Montañez Patterson

 

mailto:elizabethb%40plymouth.org?subject=
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Over the past year or so, I have been collecting questions 
from the congregation pertaining to teens and youth 
culture, and this fall, our pre-confirmation students and 
our Youth Group responded to them. Over the next few 
Flame issues, I will be sharing their responses. If you are 
interested in submitting your own question, please send 
me an email at ninaj@plymouth.org. —Nina Jonson

Question: I am interested in dyeing my hair a bright 
color (I really want pink) but am worried about what my 
grandchildren would think. What should I do?

Answers: Go for it! It’s your hair. You should do what 
makes you happy! Your grandkids might even help 
you pick out colors, or help you dye it, because they’ve 
probably done it before, and know what to do. Just make 
sure you don’t dye it the same color that one of them 
has—they won’t like it if they think you are copying them. 

Another suggestion was to do a pastel color because it 
would look really cool on grey or white hair, and wouldn’t 
require bleaching, like most kids have to do to get pastels 
to show up!

Question: What are the social media sites that teens 
are using these days, and should I join one to connect 
with younger people?

Answer: We got a lot of various responses from this 
question. The social media accounts that are most 
popular are Snapchat, Instagram, BeReal and TikTok. 

A very few kids have Facebook, but it is mainly one 
they use so they can connect with their parents and 
grandparents—they don’t check it often and never use 
it to connect with friends. Many of the young people 
polled said teens often have more than one account—a 
private one they only share with friends, a more 
general account that they would share with peers, and 
sometimes a “business” one (if they make music, share 
their art, or sell handmade items). 

Pretty universally, the kids were okay with adults 
creating a profile on TikTok, but did not want adults 
they know to try to find them or connect with them 
online. They were okay if adults create their own 
community in TikTok, but don’t want you to show 
up on their “For You Page,” or find out you are liking 

videos they’ve shared. 

Kids did encourage their relatives to 
text with them and send them photos 
of things going on in their lives, and 
we had quite a few who said that for 
them, getting a letter or card in the 
mail from you is fun and novel, as they 
rarely get mail.

Stay tuned for the responses to “What 
gives you hope?” and “What are the 
social issues most pertinent to young 
people currently?” in an upcoming 
Flame or weekly email!

You Asked, Teens Answered
THE 8TH–12TH GRADERS OF PLYMOUTH CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH

On the evening of December 15, approximately 250 people marched 
in silence through Minneapolis as part of the 38th Annual Homeless 
Memorial March and Service in remembrance of the 153 Minnesotans 
who died while homeless.

After marching through Minneapolis and Loring Park back to the 
Church, Buffy Moore and others gave speeches. Moore 
received housing assistance at Simpson 25 years ago before 
finding permanent housing and work with Hennepin 
County. “These are the people who the majority of the world 
throws away,” she said.

Learn more about Buffy through Simpson Housing Services 
Website or this link: https://youtu.be/LcYEMIy1MBc.

Homeless Memorial March 
ELIZABETH BLANCHETTE, WITH EXCERPTS FROM STAR TRIBUNE ARTICLE BY LOUIS KAUSS, DECEMBER 16,  2022

Sunday, January 29. 
12:30 p.m.

Plymouth Film Club is showing Gold Fever (2013, 84 
min., documentary) Guest host Plymouth Immigrant 
Welcoming Work Group chose the film and will lead a 
discussion afterward. 

According to IMDB.com The film shows the 
impoverished lives of those controlled by “gold, an 
obsession of men and nations; a symbol of wealth and 
power. For Diodora, Gregoria, Crisanta and the people 
living near the Marlin Mine in Guatemala’s highlands, 
gold represents oppression, intimidation, pollution, 
and even murder. With the rising price of gold, the 
mine’s owner, Goldcorp, posts record profits, while 
these courageous women live in resistance to the mine’s 
unstoppable hunger.”

Jack Nelson-Pallmeyer, well known in the Twin Cities 
as a pacifist author, Minnesota politician, and University 
of St. Thomas professor, and Noam Chomsky, the 
celebrated U.S. linguist and social critic, are among the 
cast who portray themselves. The film has been featured 

at several film festivals and shows well why immigrants 
leave their countries to pursue new lives in the U.S.

Film Club uses large-wall projection downstairs in 
Jackman Hall with wide spacing for seating and with 
the folding doors to the Lenmark Room open. For the 
discussion, we may move into Lenmark.

Coffee and tea are available. Lunch: Bring your own, go 
to Cajun Boiling (open at noon) for takeout (sandwiches 
etc.), or call Social House (Ethiopian) after 10 a.m. for 
takeout. Tables in Jackman for eating. Be back by 12:30 
for the start of the film!

Plymouth Film Club: Gold Fever
RICHARD JEWELL

 

https://youtu.be/LcYEMIy1MBc
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Forums are offered in person and online Sundays at 10 a.m. For more detailed information and to see the full 
schedule, go to the Plymouth website, and you can read more in the Friday “This Week at Plymouth” emails. We 
welcome any ideas; feel free to contact any of us on the Sunday Forum Committee.

—Jackie Prince (chair), Bryce Hamilton, John Humphrey, Jane Koll, Rebecca Miller, Seth Patterson, Myra 
Starkenburg

January 8: Leading with Your Heart
Bill George will discuss and engage with us about 
what it means to lead with your heart as well your head 
and to be a moral leader in today’s world of multiple, 
intersecting crises.

Bill George, Plymouth member, is the former chair & 
CEO of Medtronic.

January 15: Faith and Science
Professor Lawrence Rudnik and Rev. Seth Patterson 
will bring scientific and religious perspectives to a 
conversation about humanity, the universe, and the 
expansion of our imaginations.

Lawrence Rudnick, UMN Professor Emeritus, is an 
observational astrophysicist studying large-scale 
structures in the Universe. 

Seth Patterson is Plymouth Church’s Minister for 
Justice & the Arts.

January 22: Pilgrimage to Iona
What drew this Plymouth group to the Island 
of Iona? David Astin, who has co-taught several 
courses in Celtic thought at Plymouth, will explain 
the background of the trip; Bill Davini will share 
photographs, and Rev. Beth Hoffman Faeth and other 
members of the group will share their reflections.

David Astin is a retired Wayzata High School science 
and ecology teacher whose interest in nature and earth 
science led him to explore Celtic wisdom. 

Rev. Beth Hoffman Faeth is Plymouth Church’s 
Minister for Congregational Life.

January 29: Global Justice
Presented with the Immigrant Welcoming Work Group

From a faith-based perspective and experiences in 
Guatemala and Honduras, Thom Haines of Mayflower’s 
Global Justice Advocacy Team will be presenting on 

Sunday Forum 
REBECCA MILLER

the root causes of migration to the United States from 
Central America. 

Thom Haines chairs Mayflower UCC’s Global Justice 
Advocacy Team. 

February 5: Writing as a Spiritual Practice
Writing of important experiences in our lives, 
expressing awe at the natural world, voicing outrage at 
injustice, exulting in the sensual details that describe all 
we love: These can be considered acts of worship. 

Susan Deborah “Sam” King is a poet and teacher 
whose collections include One-Breasted Woman, Coven, 
Bog Orchids, and Moon Dance.

February 12: Transfer of Memory
Presented with the Board of Fine Arts 

Photographer David Sherman discusses his 
touring exhibit of portraits, Transfer of Memory, 
and accompanying stories of Minnesota Holocaust 
survivors. 

David Sherman, Photographer, Team Photographer 
for the Minnesota Timberwolves and Minnesota Lynx, 
has produced striking imagery that has been published 
internationally. 

February 19: Talking Trash II
Our local trash expert will discuss general ways to 
reduce trash and, specifically, backyard and city-wide 
composting.

Kellie Kish is the Recycling Coordinator for the City of 
Minneapolis. 

February 26: All People Have a Home, No Exceptions.
Craig Freeman will give us a quick virtual tour of some 
of the many housing projects this collaborative has built. 

Craig Freeman is Beacon’s Community Connection 
Manager.
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On Thursday May 19, 1859, an ecclesiastical council 
convened in Plymouth’s first church. It was summoned 
at the joint request of Plymouth and Norman McLeod. 
It was comprised of the pastor and one layman from the 
Congregational churches in Saint Paul, Saint Anthony, 
Winona, and Prescott. 

Plymouth deemed a council necessary because the 
deep division in the church had created an impasse. 
The basis of that division was discussed in the Fall 2022 
issue of the Flame. McLeod had become the lightening 
rod. Approximately two-thirds of the congregation was 
adamantly opposed to his pastorate, and the minority was 
convinced that any effort to terminate him was illegitimate. 
The church was deadlocked.

In the nineteenth century it was common for 
Congregational churches to convene councils for mutual 
support and advice. In 1853, the infant Congregational 
churches in the Minnesota Territory formed the 
Congregational Conference of Minnesota to foster 
cooperation. Plymouth itself was created with the 
assistance of the Congregational Conference. Leaders 
of the Congregational Conference like Richard Hall and 
Charles Seccombe were instrumental helping Plymouth 
choose its first two pastors. From its inception, Plymouth 
actively participated in meetings of the Congregational 
Association and in councils of Congregational churches, 
called to advise in the formation of new churches, to 
dedicate church buildings, and install new pastors. When 
Plymouth needed to find new pastors and when it installed 
new pastors it called councils.  

The council requested by Plymouth and McLeod met 
for three days, May 19, 20, and 21. Its first action was to 
require Plymouth to specify the basis of the controversy, 
but Plymouth was unable to speak with one voice. A 
committee speaking for the majority of the members drew 
up twelve formal charges and submitted them, but fourteen 
members submitted a formal written protest arguing that 
the majority could not speak for the church. The council 
was faced with a church so deeply divided that it could not 
act.

The council heard witnesses for two days. It concluded 
that, while McLeod was at the center of the controversy, 
he should not take all the blame or suffer damage to his 

reputation because of it. But, McLeod had “used severe 
and unjustifiable language” in the heat of the controversy, 
stoking antagonisms and becoming such a divisive 
figure, that the divisions could not be healed as long as 
he remained pastor. For the good of the church, it was 
necessary to remove him, but that had to be done without 
impugning his character.

The council resolved the problem by finding that only 
three of the twelve formal charges impugned McLeod’s 
“moral character.” Those charges it dismissed out of 
hand. It then sidestepped the remaining charges because 
they did not “implicate the moral character” of McLeod. 
The council thus absolved McLeod of any moral failing 
in connection with the controversy, but it went on to 
determine that he was such a lightning rod of antagonism 
that it was impossible for the church to heal with him as 
pastor.

The council thus achieved a resolution to the problem 
that Plymouth could not have accomplished on its own. 
Had the majority of the church fired McLeod in spite of 
the one third the members who supported him, it would 
have irrevocably split the church. Only a council of 
Plymouth’s sister churches could remove McLeod without 
destroying the church.

The council’s resolution enabled both McLeod and the 
church to move forward. At a congregational meeting 
after the council concluded, Plymouth unanimously 
approved two resolutions. First, “That this church retract 
all their charges implicating the moral character of the 
Rev. N. McLeod and recommends all members of the 
church, in the language of the council ‘to forgive and 
forget all that has been unpleasant in the past and devote 
themselves anew to the service of Christ’s Kingdom.’” 
Second, “Resolved that this church concurs with the 
council in feeling that Mr. McLeod may elsewhere do 
good service in the cause of Christ.”

McLeod became a Congregational pastor in Cottage 
Grove before fighting in the Union Army during the Civil 
War. After the war, he promoted Congregationalism in 
Denver and Salt Lake City. 

Thus, an independent council was able to calm the 
turmoil in the congregation when the church could not 

Resolving Church Divisions: 
Insights from the Past
HAL SCHNEEBECK

have done so on its own. The council finessed the conflict by dismissing the charges impugning McLeod’s character, 
while removing him as pastor, but with his reputation intact. It simply refused to rehash old grievances that did not 
involve his character, because to do so would only have deepened the divisions. The council thus made it possible for 
Plymouth to unite in calling a new pastor, Henry Martyn Nichols.
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Weekly Sunday Services 

In-Person and Online  
9 a.m. and 11 a.m.. 

www.plymouth.org/worship. 

Sundays @ 10 a.m. 
Sunday Forum 

See schedule at Plymouth.org

Church School 
See Plymouth.org for more info.

Group Discussion Hour

Coffee and Fellowship @ 10 and 
Noon

Midweek Mingle

Wednesday Nights, 5:30–7:00 p.m.

Choirs, Chapel Singers, Young voices, 
Youth Group, 100 Hands, Creative 

Quarterly, The BIG Question, 
Community Dinner

More information at Plymouth.org

Contemplative Prayer  
available  

Thursday mornings at 9 a.m.

More information may be found on www.plymouth.org.

WEEKLY OFFERINGS

Offerings in person and online

mailto:www.plymouth.org/worship?subject=

