
 

Minutes Procedure 

Minute-taker submits draft to group within 10 days of meeting; members have 7 days to submit revisions (no 
response is treated as approval). 

If any revisions, minute-taker forwards revised draft to group within 3 days for electronic approval; members have 2 
days to respond (no response is treated as approval). 

Minute-taker submits approved minutes in Microsoft Word format to the Ministry Assistant to Clergy (Doug Freeman, 
dougf@plymouth.org) upon approval. 

BOARD OF FINE ARTS 
Mission: To awaken the congregation to art around us and within us.  

Meeting Minutes 
Meeting Minutes 8 February, 2023 

Attendance: 

Yes No   Yes No  

x  Lynnette Black (2023)  x  Dan Dressen (2024) 

x  Cyn Bloom (2024)  x  Don Mackenzie (2024) 

x  Philip Brunelle, Organist-Choirmaster  x  Joan Parsons (2024) 

 x Mark Larson  x  Seth Patterson, Minister for Spiritual Formation & Theater 

x  Diane Hallberg (2022), Chair  x  Rachel Walker (2023) 

       

GUESTS: Janeen Rae and Barb Souther from the Flower Committee 

Actions Taken: 

No actions taken by vote. 

Welcome 

Cyn Bloom read a poem by Sam King entitled “Slowing.” 

The Spring Embroidery will be hung on Saturday, Feb 11th. Tom and Cyn Bloom, Seth, Philip, Diane and John Kulstadt 
will help. Seth reported that right now he is the only person who knows the details about hanging the embroideries. 
We need one or two more people who can have that information and help.  

Chris Bohnhoff has taken a photograph of one of the embroideries with very high resolution. It was decided that on a 
date to be announced in September, all four embroideries would be photographed and the Tree of Life would be 
hung when that photography was finished. 

The creation of the cabinet for the storage of the fourth embroidery is “in progress.” 

An email from Carol Brandenburg to the Board concerning a blank wall was read. Board members are urged to walk 
by that space Philip reported that the space was originally designed to remain blank to help call a ttention to the art hanging on 

the opposite wall. 
 

The Film Club would like to urge that the south wall of Jackman remain blank because it is the best place to show 
movies. 

“Daughters of the Earth” will be hung in Jones Commons at the end of February, firs t part of March. Five more need 
to be hung. Volunteers are needed. - DOE are valued at $15,000.  

5 new DOE will be hung March 1st in Jones Commons (temporarily) 
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This topic will be discussed at the April FAB agenda. 
Can we honor some of the artist's requests (try anyway) 
Proper Storage 
Displaying at Plymouth 
 

Screening of the documentary film “Oyate” will be February 18th at 7 pm. 

Mark Larson has resigned from the board because of conflicting faculty reports.  Diane asked the Board to be thinking 
about people to be nominated as board members. 

The spring Chamber Music Series will feature music for lovers with our five soloists on February 12th at 4 in Guild Hall. 

On Thursday, March 9th, the organist Daniel Roth from the church of St. Sulpice in Paris will present an organ concert. 
Philip has alerted the local chapter of the American Guild of Organists.  

And in April, TRANSFORMATIONS - music of David Evan Thomas inspired by paintings of Carolyn Brunelle, with 
narrations by DeWayne Davis and Katherine Ferrand. April 23, 4PM in Guild Hall. 
 
Theater 45 Degrees will perform a reading of Heroes of the Fourth Turning on Monday, March 13th. 

 
The Board held a discussion about the opportunities to use the Parsons Room to celebrate the work of the needlers 
and to interpret the embroideries. Don Mackenzie provided some notes on possibilities (attached). Diane will draft a 
brief statement in order to recruit people to work on that.  

Janeen Rae and Barb Souther came to the meeting to present an update on the work of the Flower Committee and to 
ask a couple of questions concerning procedure. 

 Are they free to make their own decisions about flowers? Yes. 

Can they be helped with the arrangements in the Flower Room because other groups use it also? Seth will 
help with that. 

They would like to recruit more members for the Flower Committee.  

They will buy some storage bags for the wreaths (4). 

They will begin dividing up the large bouquets so that people can takes them home or take them to people who are 
not able to come to worship. This, unless the family dedicating them wishes to have them. 

Barb Souther will write a piece about the work of the Flower Committee and submit it to the Flame. Lynnette will help 
transfer it to Elizabeth Blanchette. 

  

Next Meeting 

March 8, 2023 at 5:00  

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Don Mackenzie, recorder 
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The Parsons Room: What is the Opportunity? 

There are actually several opportunities. 

1. Interpreting the embroideries with the assistance of indigenous people and people of color.  

a. Mary Welfling’s revelation that correspondence in the archives indicates that the intention had 
been to portray both the good and the shadow sides of our tradition brings an extraordinary 
opportunity to show how that can be liberating. There is always a tendency to worship the past  
(we all do this) but that acts as a kind of imprisonment making it difficult to be open to the new. 

Naming the truths of our history can liberate us to honor and give thanks for the past, but also 
energize us to move forward in ministry. 

b. The realization that our tendency to worship the past acts as a kind of imprisonment also opens 
our eyes to the fact that our position of privilege, both as individuals and collectively as a 
congregation, blinds us to the hurt that can be caused to indigenous people and people of color 
by our celebration of our past in the embroideries. While the intention behind the creation of 
the embroideries may have been to portray both the positive and negative sides of our tradition, 
taken as a whole the embroideries are viewed as a celebration of white privilege by those who 
do not share our position of privilege.   Thus, these things of beauty, while aesthetically pleasing 
to us, also stand in judgment over us by revealing our ongoing attachment to our privileged 
status. 

2. Celebrating the work of the needlers. 

a. The correspondence between Pauline Baines and the Carlsons puts a wonderful human face of 
the work of the women who produced the embroideries.  This correspondence has been 
transcribed, and a number of these letters could be displayed. 

3. Celebrating the presence of women in the church. The needlers, but also people like Elaine Marsh, the 
first ordained woman on the pastoral staff at Plymouth. There have many others since Elaine Marsh, 
both lay and ordained. Until the mid-twentieth century, ministry had been strictly the province of men. 
The congregational tradition took the lead ca. 1852 with the ordination of Antoinette Brown. She was the 
real pioneer, the first protestant woman ordained in the United States. There were a few others between 
then and the 1960s when it became more common. Women in ministry, whether lay or ordained bring a 
feminine sensibility which is important to counter the unrestrained masculinity of traditional church 

leadership, Catholic, Orthodox and Protestant. The devotion of the women who were the needlers is very 
worthy of an important place in the Parsons Room. 

All of these things intersect to form a milestone in the history of the ministry at Plymouth, one that we can give 
thanks for and which can be one of the building blocks for the future of our ministry.  


