
 

BOARD OF OUTREACH  

Meeting Minutes 

6:30pm, Wednesday,  October 12th, 2022 Hybrid: Plymouth & Zoom 

 

Attendance:   

Yes No   Yes No  

x  Hannah Campbell Gustafson, Outreach Coordinator  x  Mary Jordan (2024) 

x  Sara Bergan (2024)  x  E.J. Kelley, Chair (2025) 

 x Chloe Boos (2024)  x  Rusty Nelson (2023) 

x  Jim Christenson (2023)  x  Jean Tracy (2025) 

x  Anna Jeide-Detweiler (2025) via Zoom   x Leah Young (2025) 

 

1. Plymouth Board Spiritual Formation Video EJ will send out a video link for board members to watch.  

 

2. Immigration Welcoming Working Group (Nancy Siska): The Plymouth working group started around the time 

when migrant children were put in detention centers. Today there are 15-20 members and a mailing list of over 100 

Plymouth members who are interested in immigrant justice.  Immigration Sunday was last Sunday (see service 

here), including the Sunday Forum and both services with music, readings and speakers focused on immigrant 

justice. Once a month on Plymouth’s website the group lists opportunities to support immigrants and immigrant 

rights (see here). The group is also organizing its second delegation to the border to learn and volunteer. The 

delegation will go to two different shelters on the Mexican side of the border and a sewing, carpentry and a 

gardening cooperative that provide jobs to migrants crossing the border. To date, 27 people are  going in total with 

7 planning on volunteering the whole time. The delegation leaves on February 18, 2023 and there is still room if 

anyone is interested. After the border trip last year, Plymouth raised $12,000 and built a shelter for men near Tuscon.  

In addition to these activities, last year the group sponsored an Afghan family through the Minnesota Council of 

Churches and the group is trying to partner with the Academia Elze (immersion school in the basement of Plymouth) 

to be a resource for immigration issues.   

Nancy also noted that historically Outreach has given the Immigration Welcoming Working Group $10,000. EJ 

will follow up to better understand the funding and funding sources for the group.  

 

3. Approval Minutes from August and September.  

Vote: With a couple of corrections noted by Sara, Rusty moved to approve the minutes from the last two 

meetings, including the September minutes as corrected by Sara. Mary seconded. All in favor.  

4. Habitat Update and Video . The Board watched a rough draft of Chris Bonhoff’s video on Habitat. Chris and 

Jim and others will work on overlaying music, additional pictures and call to action and then uploading to 

Plymouth’s website. Jim also talked about additional opportunities to showcase short videos and pictures around 

the church that focus on activities and ways to get involved at Plymouth. EJ and Jean will talk to Elizabeth and 

the marketing group and community life about how we might be able to use videos and pictures, electronically 

(website, social media, etc.) and at Plymouth gatherings. 

Who is next for Chris video: Mary thought they would be ready for a video by November.  

5. Justice Updates and Program Research Teams EJ explained the plans to organize working groups around the 

following six primary subjects. Each board member can sign up to be on one or more of the same and the annual 

report will be organized around these same groups as well. At the meeting the following people volunteered for a 

particular group. Rusty and Sara are open to being added to more groups. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eWglO7hMLPc&list=PLPQ_E2BWxdh0EntXb_ZTVTaAiR1Cb-MB2&index=2
https://www.plymouth.org/event/being-church-in-the-borderlands-and-beyond-sunday-forum/
https://www.plymouth.org/act/advocate/immigration/#toggle-id-1
https://www.academiaelze.com/contact-us
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1. Housing insecurity, Jim, Jean, Mary 

2. Food insecurity and a sustainable food system,  Rusty, Mary, Jean 

3. Climate and environmental justice, Sara 

4. Immigration: Jim, Anna 

5. International: Rusty 

6. Misc: ?  

 

6. Lydia Request (E.J.) 

Avivo made a $5000 request for funding to help support Lydia apartment activities for residents and the board 

discussed the same.   

Vote: Rusty motioned to approve a $5000 expenditure to support Avivo, with $2000 coming from the Community 

Fund, and $3000 from other sources. Jim seconded.  All in favor.  

 

7. Christmas Offering Recipients  

Mary, Rusty, Hannah and EJ suggested the recipients of the Christmas offering be focused on housing and food, 

fitting with the Christmas story. To that end they suggested the donations go to: Every Meal ($7,500, second 

semester), Align ($10,000),and Groveland ($26,000). If there’s excess, will be allocated by the board among the 

three recipients.  

Vote: EJ moved that the Christmas offering recipients be Every Meal, Align, Groveland. Rusty Seconded. All in 

Favor.  

 

8. Emailed New and Upcoming Event Questions  

 

a. Christmas Festival (Anna): The festival is on December 17from 3-5 in the afternoon. Theme this year is: 

There is Room Here and Nina has organized to have a charity partner (My Very Own Bed). She has a goal 

of raising enough money there to support 5 beds at $300/bed. Anna is also thinking about whether there 

might be letters to sign or intergenerational projects to include at the festival.  Hannah noted that the 

Outreach Board should be careful about fundraising for something separate and distinct from the Christmas 

donation recipients.  

b. Moving Away from Fossil Fuels in Heating. The leadership council unanimously voted to support a 

commitment for Plymouth to move away from use of fossil fuels for heating and support the funding of a 

study to learn how this can be done. We don’t yet know all of the alternative to natural gas (e.g. air source 

heat pumps, hybrids, heat pump technology). Currently CEJ has approval to put together an RFP to study 

these options. The timing is good because the boiler is at the end of its useful life and we’d like to make an 

informed decision when it comes time to replace. 

c. Homeless Memorial March: The march is being held on December 15, 2022 (more information here). 

The march starts at 5PM in the Plymouth parking lot with the service at Plymouth afterwards. 

d. Leadership Day. Leadership day is on October 29 – and it will include Adam Russell Taylor.   

e. Next Meeting; November 9th — in person, hybrid? 

 

Respectfully submitted by 

Sara Bergan 

 

https://simpsonhousing.org/event/memorial-march/
https://sojo.net/more-perfect-union

