
 

Minutes Procedure 

Minute-taker submits draft to group within 10 days of meeting; members have 7 days to submit revisions (no 
response is treated as approval). 

If any revisions, minute-taker forwards revised draft to group within 3 days for electronic approval; members have 2 
days to respond (no response is treated as approval). 

Minute-taker submits approved minutes in Microsoft Word format to the Ministry Assistant to Clergy (Doug Freeman, 
dougf@plymouth.org) upon approval. 

RACIAL JUSTICE INITIATIVE  
Meeting Minutes 
Wednesday, January 25, 2023 

Attendance: 

Yes No   Yes No  

 ■ Annette Atkins, Deacons Liaison  ■  Jean Kennedy, Co-chair 

■  Karen Barstad   ■ Maryellen Lewis 

■  Sonia Cairns   ■  Ann Ludlow 

■  Linda Campbell  ■  Seth Patterson, Minister for Spiritual Formation & Theater 

 ■ Elizabeth Glidden  ■  Shirley Rutherford 

 ■ Anne Heegaard  ■  Mary Kay Sauter 

■  Patricia Hoven  ■  Rebecca Smith  

■  Barb Iverson, Co-chair  ■  Jeff Smith  

     ■ Paul Mittelstadt  

GUESTS: None 

Actions Taken: 

Minutes of the previous meeting were electronically approved prior to the meeting. 

Meeting Agenda 

Welcome and Opening 

The group watched and reflected on Episode 4: The Spiritual Self, which is one of the video presentations designed to 
help Plymouth boards and communities with their own spiritual formation. 

Business Items 

Update on Reimagining Community Safety:  Sonia reported that RiCS had developed a new tagline: “We are watching, 
we expect results, and we are not going away.” She said Catherine Shreves and John Satorius had deepened their 
connection with Mayor Frey’s office with the aid of Councilmember Lisa Goodman. Sonia said a town hall forum will 
be hosted by Plymouth Church on Thursday, February 16, from 6:00-7:00 PM. The forum will feature three state 
legislators to get their input on community safety both in the metro and statewide. The forum will probably be 
facilitated by DeWayne Davis, and it might be held via Zoom only. Sonia also reported that Minneapolis Police Chief 
Brian O’Hara and inspector Billy Peterson will be in conversation with citizens at a Mill City Commons event at La Rive 
on Tuesday, January 31, at 4:30 PM. Sonia said she would send details in an email to RJI so members could attend. 

Intersection:  Mary Kay said she was looking for volunteers to “test drive” a new approach to the intersection of race 
and immigration. A small group would explore their own families’ immigration stories and how their ancestors had 
experienced trauma before and after those ancestors’ decisions to leave their home countries. Mary Kay said it 

https://vimeo.com/785997541
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wouldn’t be necessary for group members to have a deep knowledge of their families’ stories; listening would be a 
key component of the experience. Rebecca, Pat, Ann, Sonia, and Karen volunteered to participate. Mary Kay said 
she’d work on arranging the first meeting. 

Racial Justice Sunday:  An RJI planning committee met in January and discussed early ideas. Barb reported that she 
had also spoken with Nina Jonson and had had a fruitful discussion on how Racial Justice Sunday could take 
shape.  There will be two worship services with the sermon given by a special guest.  The focus will be on Black and 
Indigenous women. Barb and Jeff said that Nina had provided some solid and creative ideas for worship service 
content and other events on that day. Details will unfold in the coming weeks. 

George Floyd Memorial:  Barb said she was looking for someone to lead this event which would take place on 
Thursday, May 25. Jean said she would check with the Presence Team to see if they would like to make this their May 
event. Rebecca offered the name of an event planner; budget constraints could be a factor. The group talked about 
the importance of the event being visible to the community with a visit to George Floyd Square possibly being a part 
of the event. Jeff said he would explore creating a video with input from some of his family members about their 
experiences in visiting George Floyd Square for the first time. 

Update on Clergy Roles/Changes: Seth summarized the changes to the three ministers’ responsibilities now that a 
Director of Spiritual Formation will be added to the church staff. The chart showing the changes appeared in the 
winter edition of The Flame. Karen said she would ask Elizabeth Blanchette for a copy of the chart that could be 
shared with the group.  

“Transfer of Memory” Exhibit and Related Events: Seth highlighted the events related to the photograph exhibit 
currently on display. He urged RJI members to participate in as many as possible; some of the events require 
registration. Details can be found here on Plymouth’s website. 

Film Club Feature: Seth reported that Plymouth’s Film Club had arranged for Plymouth to host a viewing of “Oyate,” a 
film illustrating the connection between Indigenous history in America and what it means for Indigenous people 
today. Seth said it was important that Plymouth provide more than just a room for this viewing, that we provide 
hospitality as well. The film will be presented on Saturday, February 18, at 7:00 PM in Guild Hall. Ann, Shirley, Karen, 
Mary Kay, and Rebecca said that they would attend (arriving by 6:30) and help represent Plymouth.  

PowerPoint for February Leadership Council: Barb asked RJI members to review the presentation and submit 
comments to Jean and Barb as soon as possible. Leadership Council will meet on Wednesday, February 1. 

Sacred Reckonings: Jean updated the group on the status of this project. She said the full curriculum still hasn’t been 
received; she hoped it would come in February. She said there were approximately 65 faith communities around the 
country that have expressed interest in or already undertaken the work of Sacred Reckonings. The group agreed that 
the soon-to-be-released Campus Task Force Report would likely have commonalities with Sacred Reckonings, 
reinforcing its key elements. Jean said she would work with Seth, Jeff, Shirley, and Karen to create a plan for 
spreading awareness of and enthusiasm for Sacred Reckonings among church members, particularly church leaders. A 
plan for presenting Sacred Reckonings to the Deacons would be needed, that presentation coming after the Deacons 
receive the Campus Task Force Report. 

Implicit Bias Exhibit: Ann invited the group to consider attending The Bias Inside Us, an exhibit at the Science Museum 
of Minnesota. The exhibit runs through February 26. 

Closing 

Seth offered a prayer to close the meeting. 

Next Meeting 

Wednesday, February 15, 2023, 6:30-8:00 PM via Zoom  
(Note the date change due to Ash Wednesday being on the 4th Wednesday of February) 

 

Respectfully submitted, 
Karen Barstad, secretary 

 

https://www.plymouth.org/2023/01/09/transfer-of-memory/
https://www.oyatefilm.com/
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1W2nOaZUX5dTBMWbL-hUyO9ivuBnmNbQbHSvtZIMuWyw/edit#slide=id.p1
https://new.smm.org/exhibits-experiences/bias-inside-us

